
Despairing Under Duress - 1 Samuel 27

Numbers 20:12 the LORD spake unto Moses & Aaron, Because ye believed Me 
not, to sanctify Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall 
not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them.

1 Kings 19 Elijah ran from Jezebel after the victory on Mount Carmel.
John Mark returned so 2 teams went out after.
Job 1&2 Referred to Job sticking with God through the testings.
Esther 4:14 For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall 

there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; 
but thou and thy father’s house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth 
whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?

Hebrews 7:25 Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by Him, seeing He ever lives to make intercession for them.

Moses took 40 years in the wilderness when God prepared him to lead Israel.
1 Samuel 27:1-12 - V1 And David said in his heart, I shall now perish one day 

by the hand of Saul: there is nothing better for me than that I should speed-
ily escape into the land of the Philistines; and Saul shall despair of me, to 
seek me any more in any coast of Israel: so shall I escape out of his hand.

1 Samuel 18:30 Then the princes of the Philistines went forth: and it came to 
pass, after they went forth, that David behaved himself more wisely than 
all the servants of Saul; so that his name was much set by.

1 Samuel 26:9,10 And David said to Abishai, Destroy him not: for who can 
stretch forth his hand against the LORD’S anointed, and be guiltless? 10 
David said furthermore, As the LORD liveth, the LORD shall smite him; or 
his day shall come to die; or he shall descend into battle, and perish.

1 Samuel 17:37 David said moreover, The LORD that delivered me out of the 
paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, He will deliver me out of the
hand of this Philistine. & Saul said unto David, Go & the LORD be with thee.

Referred to God saving David from Saul often.
2 Corinthians 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that 

exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ;

Psalms 21:1 « To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. » The king shall joy in 
thy strength, O LORD; and in thy salvation how greatly shall he rejoice!

2 Chronicles 20:22 And when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set 
ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which
were come against Judah; and they were smitten.

1 Samuel 21,22 Referred to Ahimelech helping David & his priestly family 
killed except Abiathar.



Exodus 16:2 And the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured 
against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness:

1 Samuel 26:20 Now therefore, let not my blood fall to the earth before the 
face of the LORD: for the king of Israel is come out to seek a flea, as when 
one doth hunt a partridge in the mountains.

Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Acts 16 Summarized of Paul casting out the divination spirit from the girl.
Jeremiah 44 Summarized of Isreal tricking Jeremiah & fleeing to Egypt. V30 

Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will give Pharaohhophra king of Egypt into 
the hand of his enemies, and into the hand of them that seek his life; as I 
gave Zedekiah king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon, his enemy, and that sought his life.

Daniel 1 Referred to that Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego spared 
when Nebuchadnezzar conquered Jerusalem.

1 Samuel 27:2,3 And David arose, and he passed over with the six hundred 
men that were with him unto Achish, the son of Maoch, king of Gath. 3 And 
David dwelt with Achish at Gath, he and his men, every man with his 
household, even David with his two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and 
Abigail the Carmelitess, Nabal’s wife.

1 Samuel 26:19 Now therefore, I pray thee, let my lord the king hear the words
of his servant. If the LORD have stirred thee up against me, let him accept 
an offering: but if they be the children of men, cursed be they before the 
LORD; for they have driven me out this day from abiding in the inheritance 
of the LORD, saying, Go, serve other gods.

1 Samuel 5:4 And when they arose early on the morrow morning, behold, 
Dagon was fallen upon his face to the ground before the ark of the LORD; 
and the head of Dagon and both the palms of his hands were cut off upon 
the threshold; only the stump of Dagon was left to him.

1 Samuel 27:4 And it was told Saul that David was fled to Gath: and he sought
no more again for him.

1 Samuel 17:4 And there went out a champion out of the camp of the Philis-
tines, named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span.

1 Samuel 16:14,23 the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit
from the LORD troubled him. 23 And it came to pass, when the evil spirit 
from God was upon Saul, that David took an harp, and played with his hand:
so Saul was refreshed, & was well, and the evil spirit departed from him.

Job 1:21 And said, Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall I 
return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be 
the Name of the LORD.

1 Samuel 27:5 And David said unto Achish, If I have now found grace in thine 



eyes, let them give me a place in some town in the country, that I may 
dwell there: for why should thy servant dwell in the royal city with thee?

Genesis 16:2 And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD hath 
restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may be that 
I may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai.

2 Peter 2:8 (For that righteous man (Lot) dwelling among them, in seeing and 
hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful 
deeds;)

1 Corinthians 15:33 Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good 
manners.

1 Samuel 27:6 Then Achish gave him Ziklag that day: wherefore Ziklag 
pertaineth unto the kings of Judah unto this day.

New and Concise BD - Ziklag - City in the south of Judah given to David by 
Achish, one of the Philistine kings. It was burned down by the Amalekites, 
and the inhabitants carried away during the absence of David; but the 
captives and the spoil were recovered. It afterwards returned to the tribe 
of Judah. A list is given of the warriors who resorted to David at Ziklag 
while Saul was yet alive, and therefore while David was in rejection by the 
nation, 1Chr 12:1-22. Amasai, chief of the captains, said Thine are we, 
David, and on thy side, thou son of Jesse: peace, peace be unto thee, and 
peace be to thine helpers; for thy God helpeth thee. Cheering words to one 
thus placed! They were apparently a type of those who follow the Lord 
Jesus now while He is still rejected by the world at large. Jos 15:31; 19:5; 
1Sam 27:6; 30:1-26; 2Sam 1:1 4:10; 1Chr 4:30; Neh 11:28. Identified by 
some with Asluj, 31° 3’ N, 34° 48’ E.; but ruins at Zuheilikah, some 17 miles 
N.W. of Beersheba have been preferred by others.

1 Samuel 27:7 And the time that David dwelt in the country of the Philistines 
was a full year and four months.

 1 Samuel 25:1 And Samuel died; and all the Israelites were gathered 
together, and lamented him, and buried him in his house at Ramah. And 
David arose, and went down to the wilderness of Paran.

1 Samuel 27:8 And David and his men went up, and invaded the Geshurites, 
and the Gezrites, and the Amalekites: for those nations were of old the 
inhabitants of the land, as thou goest to Shur, even unto the land of Egypt.

Numbers 14:45 Then the Amalekites came down, and the Canaanites which 
dwelt in that hill, & smote them, and discomfited them, even unto Hormah.

1 Samuel 15 Summarized of Saul's sins when God sent him to wipe out the 
Amalekites.

1 Samuel 4:21 And she named the child Ichabod, saying, The glory is departed
from Israel: because the ark of God was taken, and because of her father in
law and her husband.

Matthew 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s 



clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.
1 Samuel 27:9 And David smote the land, and left neither man nor woman 

alive, and took away the sheep, and the oxen, and the asses, and the 
camels, and the apparel, and returned, and came to Achish.

1 Chronicles 22:8 But the word of the LORD came to me, saying, Thou hast 
shed blood abundantly, and hast made great wars: thou shalt not build an 
house unto my name, because thou hast shed much blood upon the earth in
my sight. (2 Samuel 7)

1 Samuel 27:10-12 And Achish said, Whither have ye made a road to day? And 
David said, Against the south of Judah, and against the south of the 
Jerahmeelites, and against the south of the Kenites. 11 And David saved 
neither man nor woman alive, to bring tidings to Gath, saying, Lest they 
should tell on us, saying, So did David, and so will be his manner all the 
while he dwelleth in the country of the Philistines. 12 And Achish believed 
David, saying, He hath made his people Israel utterly to abhor him; 
therefore he shall be my servant for ever.

1 Samuel 12 Summarized of David's sin with Bathsheba & God's judgement.
1 Chronicles 10:13 So Saul died for his transgression which he committed 

against the LORD, even against the word of the LORD, which he kept not, 
and also for asking counsel of one that had a familiar spirit, to enquire of it;

Strongs #02976 ya’ash yaw-ash’ AV-no hope 3, despair 2, desperate 1; 6 1) to 
despair 1a) (Niphal) to be despaired, be desperate 1b) (Piel) to cause to 
despair interj 2) it is hopeless!

1 Samuel 27:1 David said in his heart, I shall now perish one day by the hand 
of Saul: there is nothing better for me than that I should speedily escape 
into the land of the Philistines; and Saul shall despair <02976> of me, to 
seek me any more in any coast of Israel: so shall I escape out of his hand.

Job 6:26 Do ye imagine to reprove words, and the speeches of one that is 
desperate <02976>, which are as wind?

Ecclesiastes 2:20 Therefore I went about to cause <02976> my heart to 
despair <02976> of all the labour which I took under the sun.

Isaiah 57:10 Thou art wearied in the greatness of thy way; yet saidst thou not,
There is no hope <02976>: thou hast found the life of thine hand; therefore 
thou wast not grieved.

Jeremiah 2:25 Withhold thy foot from being unshod, and thy throat from thirst:
but thou saidst, There is no hope <02976>: no; for I have loved strangers, 
and after them will I go.

Jeremiah 44:17-19 But we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth out 
of our own mouth, to burn incense unto the queen of heaven, and to pour 
out drink offerings unto her, as we have done, we, and our fathers, our 
kings, and our princes, in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of 
Jerusalem: for then had we plenty of victuals, and were well, and saw no 



evil. 18 But since we left off to burn incense to the queen of heaven, and to
pour out drink offerings unto her, we have wanted all things, and have been
consumed by the sword and by the famine. 19 And when we burned 
incense to the queen of heaven, and poured out drink offerings unto her, 
did we make her cakes to worship her, and pour out drink offerings unto 
her, without our men?

Jeremiah 18:12 & they said, There is no hope <02976>: but we will walk after 
our own devices, and we will every one do the imagination of his evil heart.

Genesis 6:5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually.

1 Kings 19:14,18 And he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of 
hosts: because the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown 
down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only,
am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 18 Yet I have left me seven 
thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and 
every mouth which hath not kissed him.

2 Corinthians 1:8 For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble 
which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above 
strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life:

2 Corinthians 11 Referred to paul's "In Perils" chapter.
2 Corinthians 4:8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are 

perplexed, but not in despair;
Strongs #1820 exaporeomai ex-ap-or-eh’-om-ahee AV-despair 1, in despair 1; 

21) to be utterly at loss, be utterly destitute of measures or resources, to 
renounce all hope, be in despair.

Matthew 14:29 He said, Come. & when Peter was come down out of the ship, 
he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind bois-
terous, he was afraid; & beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.

Mark 4:37-39 And there arose a great storm of wind, & the waves beat into 
the ship, so that it was now full. 38 And He was in the hinder part of the 
ship, asleep on a pillow: & they awake Him, & say unto Him, Master, carest
Thou not that we perish? 39 And He arose, & rebuked the wind, & said unto
the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, & there was a great calm.

Hebrews 13:5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content
with such things as ye have: for He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee.
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