
When Godly Leaders Pass On - 1 Samuel 25

1 Samuel 25:1-44 And Samuel died; and all the Israelites were gathered 
together, and lamented him, and buried him in his house at Ramah. And 
David arose, and went down to the wilderness of Paran. 2 And there was a
man in Maon, whose possessions were in Carmel; and the man was very 
great, and he had three thousand sheep, and a thousand goats: and he 
was shearing his sheep in Carmel. 3 Now the name of the man was Nabal; 
and the name of his wife Abigail: and she was a woman of good 
understanding, and of a beautiful countenance: but the man was churlish 
and evil in his doings; and he was of the house of Caleb. 4 And David heard
in the wilderness that Nabal did shear his sheep. 5 And David sent out ten 
young men, and David said unto the young men, Get you up to Carmel, and 
go to Nabal, and greet him in my name: 6 And thus shall ye say to him that
liveth in prosperity, Peace be both to thee, and peace be to thine house, 
and peace be unto all that thou hast. 7 And now I have heard that thou 
hast shearers: now thy shepherds which were with us, we hurt them not, 
neither was there ought missing unto them, all the while they were in 
Carmel. 8 Ask thy young men, and they will shew thee. Wherefore let the 
young men find favour in thine eyes: for we come in a good day: give, I 
pray thee, whatsoever cometh to thine hand unto thy servants, and to thy 
son David. 9 And when David’s young men came, they spake to Nabal 
according to all those words in the name of David, and ceased. 10 And 
Nabal answered David’s servants, and said, Who is David? and who is the 
son of Jesse? there be many servants now a days that break away every 
man from his master. 11 Shall I then take my bread, and my water, and my
flesh that I have killed for my shearers, and give it unto men, whom I know
not whence they be? 12 So David’s young men turned their way, and went 
again, and came and told him all those sayings. 13 And David said unto his
men, Gird ye on every man his sword. And they girded on every man his 
sword; and David also girded on his sword: and there went up after David 
about four hundred men; and two hundred abode by the stuff. 14 But one 
of the young men told Abigail, Nabal’s wife, saying, Behold, David sent 
messengers out of the wilderness to salute our master; and he railed on 
them. 15 But the men were very good unto us, and we were not hurt, 
neither missed we any thing, as long as we were conversant with them, 
when we were in the fields: 16 They were a wall unto us both by night and 
day, all the while we were with them keeping the sheep. 17 Now therefore



know and consider what thou wilt do; for evil is determined against our 
master, and against all his household: for he is such a son of Belial, that a 
man cannot speak to him. 18 Then Abigail made haste, and took two 
hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine, and five sheep ready dressed, 
and five measures of parched corn, and an hundred clusters of raisins, and
two hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on asses. 19 And she said unto 
her servants, Go on before me; behold, I come after you. But she told not 
her husband Nabal. 20 And it was so, as she rode on the ass, that she 
came down by the covert of the hill, and, behold, David and his men came 
down against her; and she met them. 21 Now David had said, Surely in 
vain have I kept all that this fellow hath in the wilderness, so that nothing 
was missed of all that pertained unto him: and he hath requited me evil for
good. 22 So and more also do God unto the enemies of David, if I leave of 
all that pertain to him by the morning light any that pisseth against the 
wall. 23 And when Abigail saw David, she hasted, and lighted off the ass, 
and fell before David on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, 24 And 
fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, my lord, upon me let this iniquity be: 
and let thine handmaid, I pray thee, speak in thine audience, and hear the 
words of thine handmaid. 25 Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this man 
of Belial, even Nabal: for as his name is, so is he; Nabal is his name, and 
folly is with him: but I thine handmaid saw not the young men of my lord, 
whom thou didst send. 26 Now therefore, my lord, as the LORD liveth, and 
as thy soul liveth, seeing the LORD hath withholden thee from coming to 
shed blood, and from avenging thyself with thine own hand, now let thine 
enemies, and they that seek evil to my lord, be as Nabal. 27 And now this 
blessing which thine handmaid hath brought unto my lord, let it even be 
given unto the young men that follow my lord. 28 I pray thee, forgive the 
trespass of thine handmaid: for the LORD will certainly make my lord a 
sure house; because my lord fighteth the battles of the LORD, and evil 
hath not been found in thee all thy days. 29 Yet a man is risen to pursue 
thee, and to seek thy soul: but the soul of my lord shall be bound in the 
bundle of life with the LORD thy God; and the souls of thine enemies, them
shall he sling out, as out of the middle of a sling. 30 And it shall come to 
pass, when the LORD shall have done to my lord according to all the good 
that He hath spoken concerning thee, and shall have appointed thee ruler 
over Israel; 31 That this shall be no grief unto thee, nor offence of heart 
unto my lord, either that thou hast shed blood causeless, or that my lord 
hath avenged himself: but when the LORD shall have dealt well with my 
lord, then remember thine handmaid. 32 And David said to Abigail, Blessed
be the LORD God of Israel, which sent thee this day to meet me: 33 And 



blessed be thy advice, and blessed be thou, which hast kept me this day 
from coming to shed blood, and from avenging myself with mine own hand.
34 For in very deed, as the LORD God of Israel liveth, which hath kept me 
back from hurting thee, except thou hadst hasted and come to meet me, 
surely there had not been left unto Nabal by the morning light any that 
pisseth against the wall. 35 So David received of her hand that which she 
had brought him, and said unto her, Go up in peace to thine house; see, I 
have hearkened to thy voice, and have accepted thy person. 36 And 
Abigail came to Nabal; and, behold, he held a feast in his house, like the 
feast of a king; and Nabal’s heart was merry within him, for he was very 
drunken: wherefore she told him nothing, less or more, until the morning 
light. 37 But it came to pass in the morning, when the wine was gone out 
of Nabal, and his wife had told him these things, that his heart died within 
him, and he became as a stone. 38 And it came to pass about ten days 
after, that the LORD smote Nabal, that he died. 39 And when David heard 
that Nabal was dead, he said, Blessed be the LORD, that hath pleaded the 
cause of my reproach from the hand of Nabal, and hath kept his servant 
from evil: for the LORD hath returned the wickedness of Nabal upon his 
own head. And David sent and communed with Abigail, to take her to him 
to wife. 40 And when the servants of David were come to Abigail to 
Carmel, they spake unto her, saying, David sent us unto thee, to take thee 
to him to wife. 41 And she arose, and bowed herself on her face to the 
earth, and said, Behold, let thine handmaid be a servant to wash the feet 
of the servants of my lord. 42 And Abigail hasted, and arose, and rode 
upon an ass, with five damsels of hers that went after her; and she went 
after the messengers of David, and became his wife. 43 David also took 
Ahinoam of Jezreel; and they were also both of them his wives. 44 But 
Saul had given Michal his daughter, David’s wife, to Phalti the son of 
Laish, which was of Gallim.

1 Samuel 25:1 And Samuel died; and all the Israelites were gathered 
together, and lamented him, and buried him in his house at Ramah. And 
David arose, and went down to the wilderness of Paran.

Samuel was the prophet, judge, & high priest.
Referred to Samuel, Samson, John the Baptist who were Nazarites from 

birth.
1 Samuel 8:5 And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not 

in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations.
1 Samuel 8:7 And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the 

people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but 
they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them.



1 Samuel 12:23 Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin against the 
LORD in ceasing to pray for you: but I will teach you the good and the right
way:

1 Timothy 2:1,2 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 2 For kings, and 
for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 
all godliness and honesty.

Matthew 18:18 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven.

Deuteronomy 17:17-19 Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his 
heart turn not away: neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and 
gold. 18 And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, 
that he shall write him a copy of this Law in a book out of that which is 
before the priests the Levites: 19 And it shall be with him, and he shall 
read therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the LORD his 
God, to keep all the Words of this Law and these statutes, to do them:

Summarized of Samuel's life.
1 Samuel 2:29 Wherefore kick ye at My sacrifice and at Mine offering, which I

have commanded in My habitation; and honourest thy sons above Me, to 
make yourselves fat with the chiefest of all the offerings of Israel My 
people?

1 Samuel 18:14 And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and the 
LORD was with him.

1 Chronicles 10:13 So Saul died for his transgression which he committed 
against the LORD, even against the word of the LORD, which he kept not, 
and also for asking counsel of one that had a familiar spirit, to enquire of 
it;

Deuteronomy 18:9-14 When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy 
God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those
nations. 10 There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his 
son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an 
observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 11 Or a charmer, or a 
consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. 12 For all 
that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of 
these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before 
thee. 13 Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God. 14 For these 
nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of times, and
unto diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thy God hath not suffered thee so 
to do.



Deuteronomy 17:17 Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart 
turn not away: neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold.

Genesis 2:24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall
cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

Mark 10:7 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave 
to his wife;

Summarized of Rabshacka & Goliath cursing the God of Israel & God took 
them out.

1 Samuel 12:4 And they said, Thou (Samule)hast not defrauded us, nor 
oppressed us, neither hast thou taken ought of any man’s hand.

1 Kings 19:16 And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over 
Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah shalt thou anoint to 
be prophet in thy room.

Summarized of Josiah & Jehoiada.
Summarized of Rehoboam's bad councellors.
2 Chronicles 24:22 Thus Joash the king remembered not the kindness which 

Jehoiada his father had done to him, but slew his son. And when he died, 
he said, The LORD look upon it, and require it.

Deuteronomy 34:1-12 And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the 
mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over against Jericho. And 
the LORD shewed him all the land of Gilead, unto Dan, 2 And all Naphtali, 
and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, unto the
utmost sea, 3 And the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city
of palm trees, unto Zoar. 4 And the LORD said unto him, This is the land 
which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will 
give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou
shalt not go over thither. 5 So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in
the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD. 6 And he buried him 
in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Bethpeor: but no man knoweth
of his sepulchre unto this day. 7 And Moses was an hundred and twenty 
years old when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated. 
8 And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty 
days: so the days of weeping and mourning for Moses were ended. 9 And 
Joshua the son of Nun was full of the Spirit of Wisdom; for Moses had laid 
his hands upon him: and the children of Israel hearkened unto him, and did
as the LORD commanded Moses. 10 And there arose not a prophet since in
Israel like unto Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, 11 In all the 
signs and the wonders, which the LORD sent him to do in the land of Egypt
to Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land, 12 And in all that 
mighty hand, and in all the great terror which Moses shewed in the sight 



of all Israel.
Joshua 1:1,2 Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it came 

to pass, that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ minister,
saying, 2 Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this 
Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, 
even to the children of Israel.

Summarized of Moses life.
Deuteronomy 3: 25-26 I pray thee, let me go over, and see the good land that 

is beyond Jordan, that goodly mountain, and Lebanon. 26 But the LORD 
was wroth with me for your sakes, and would not hear me: and the LORD 
said unto me, Let it suffice thee; speak no more unto me of this matter.

Joshua 3:7 And the LORD said unto Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify 
thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with 
Moses, so I will be with thee.

Moses saw Jesus on Mount Sinai & on the Mount of Transfiguration.
2 Kings 2:1-18 And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah into 

heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. 2 And 
Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me 
to Bethel. And Elisha said unto him, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul 
liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down to Bethel. 3 And the sons 
of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said unto 
him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head
to day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. 4 And Elijah said 
unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to 
Jericho. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 
leave thee. So they came to Jericho. 5 And the sons of the prophets that 
were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the 
LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he answered, 
Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. 6 And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray
thee, here; for the LORD hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the LORD
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on. 7
And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afar off: 
and they two stood by Jordan. 8 And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped 
it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and 
thither, so that they two went over on dry ground. 9 And it came to pass, 
when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do
for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let
a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. 10 And he said, Thou hast asked 
a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it 
shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so. 11 And it came to pass, 



as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of 
fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up 
by a whirlwind into heaven. 12 And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, 
my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him
no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces.
13 He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, 
and stood by the bank of Jordan; 14 And he took the mantle of Elijah that 
fell from him, and smote the waters, and said, Where is the LORD God of 
Elijah? and when he also had smitten the waters, they parted hither and 
thither: and Elisha went over. 15 And when the sons of the prophets which
were to view at Jericho saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest 
on Elisha. And they came to meet him, and bowed themselves to the 
ground before him. 16 And they said unto him, Behold now, there be with 
thy servants fifty strong men; let them go, we pray thee, and seek thy 
master: lest peradventure the Spirit of the LORD hath taken him up, and 
cast him upon some mountain, or into some valley. And he said, Ye shall 
not send. 17 And when they urged him till he was ashamed, he said, Send. 
They sent therefore fifty men; and they sought three days, but found him 
not. 18 And when they came again to him, (for he tarried at Jericho,) he 
said unto them, Did I not say unto you, Go not?

Referred to Elisha with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration.
2 Kings 6:17 And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, 

that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he 
saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire 
round about Elisha.

Mark 16:9-20 Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, He 
appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven devils. 
10 And she went and told them that had been with Him, as they mourned 
and wept. 11 And they, when they had heard that He was alive, and had 
been seen of her, believed not. 12 After that He appeared in another form 
unto two of them, as they walked, and went into the country. 13 And they 
went and told it unto the residue: neither believed they them. 14 Afterward
He appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with
their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them 
which had seen Him after He was risen. 15 And He said unto them, Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned. 17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In My Name 
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18 They 
shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt 



them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 19 So then 
after the Lord had spoken unto them, He was received up into heaven, and
sat on the right hand of God. 20 And they went forth, and preached every 
where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the Word with signs 
following. Amen.

Acts 2:43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were 
done by the apostles.

Matthew 4:23-25 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all 
manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people. 24 And 
His fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto Him all sick 
people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those 
which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatick, and 
those that had the palsy; and He healed them. 25 And there followed Him 
great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from 
Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and from beyond Jordan.

1 Kings 18 Referred to the shoot out on Mount Carmel.
Luke 10:19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions,

and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt 
you.

John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go 
away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I 
depart, I will send Him unto you.

Acts 2 Referred to the infilling or baptism of the Holy Spirit.
Revelation 19:11 Referred to Jesus' return.
Luke 19:13 And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, 

and said unto them, Occupy till I come.
Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 

principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

2 Corinthians 10:4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)

Hebrews 1:14 Are they (God's angels) not all ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?
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