
The Mean Spirit - Deuteronomy 2

Matthew 18:18 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven.

Matthew 5:39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall 
smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.

1 John 3:17 But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have 
need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth 
the love of God in him?

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

Compairing 3 Bible Versions: (Message); (AV) & (NKJV).
Deuteronomy 2:30 (Message) But Sihon king of Heshbon wouldn’t let us cross

his land. GOD, your God, turned his spirit mean and his heart hard so He 
could hand him over to you, as you can see that He has done.

Exodus 7:3 And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and multiply My signs and My 
wonders in the land of Egypt.

1 Kings 18 Referred to the shoot-out on Mount Carmel.
Deuteronomy 2:30 (AV) But Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us pass by 

him: for the LORD thy God hardened his spirit, and made his heart 
obstinate, that He might deliver him into thy hand, as appeareth this day.

Deuteronomy 2:30 (NKJV) But Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us pass 
through, for the LORD your God hardened his spirit and made his heart 
obstinate, that He might deliver him into your hand, as it is this day.

Strongs #07185 qashah kaw-shaw’ AV-harden 12, hard 4, stiffnecked + 06203
2, grievous 2, misc 8; 28 1) to be hard, be severe, be fierce, be harsh 1a) 
(Qal) 1a1) to be hard, be difficult 1a2) to be hard, be severe 1b) (Niphal) 
1b1) to be ill-treated 1b2) to be hard pressed 1c) (Piel) to have severe 
labour (of women) 1d) (Hiphil) 1d1) to make difficult, make difficulty 1d2) 
to make severe, make burdensome 1d3) to make hard, make stiff, make 
stubborn 1d3a) of obstinacy (fig) 1d4) to show stubbornness.

Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

Luke 10:19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents & scorpions, &
over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.

Matthew 16:19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: 



and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

Mark 3:27 No man can enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods, 
except he will first bind the strong man; and then he will spoil his house.

Strongs #0553 ‘amats aw-mats’ AV- strengthen 12, courage 9, strong 5, 
courageous 2, harden 2, speed 2, stronger 2, confirm 1, established 1, 
fortify 1, increaseth 1, steadfastly minded 1, obstinate 1, prevailed 1; 41 1)
to be strong, alert, courageous, brave, stout, bold, solid, hard 1a) (Qal) to 
be strong, brave, bold 1b) (Piel) to strengthen, secure (for oneself), harden 
(heart), make firm, make obstinate, assure 1c) (Hithpael) to be 
determined, to make oneself alert, strengthen oneself, confirm oneself, 
persist in, prove superior to 1d) (Hiphil) to exhibit strength, be strong, feel 
strong.

Mark 13:14 But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of 
by Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not, (let him that readeth 
understand,) then let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains:

Genesis 19 Summarized of Lot saved by God's angels from God's judgment on
Sodom & area. V29 And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of 
the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of 
the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt.

1 Samuel 30:22 (Message) But all the mean-spirited men who had marched 
with David, the rabble element, objected: They didn’t help in the rescue, 
they don’t get any of the plunder we recovered. Each man can have his 
wife and children, but that’s it. Take them and go!

1 Samuel 30 Summarized of David recovering his family & goods that had 
been captured.

Matthew 10:41 He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall 
receive a prophet’s reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the 
name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward.

1 Samuel 30:22 (AV) Then answered all the wicked men and   men   of Belial, of 
those that went with David, and said, Because they went not with us, we 
will not give them ought of the spoil that we have recovered, save to every
man his wife and his children, that they may lead them away, and depart.

1 Samuel 30:22 (NKJV) Then all the wicked and worthless men of those who 
went with David answered and said, Because they did not go with us, we 
will not give them any of the spoil that we have recovered, except for 
every man’s wife and children, that they may lead them away and depart.

Strongs #07451 ra‘ rah or fem. ra‘ah AV-evil 442, wickedness 59, wicked 25, 
mischief 21, hurt 20, bad 13, trouble 10, sore 9, affliction 6, ill 5, adversity 
4, favoured 3, harm 3, naught 3, noisome 2, grievous 2, sad 2, misc 34; 663



adj 1) bad, evil 1a) bad, disagreeable, malignant 1b) bad, unpleasant, evil 
(giving pain, unhappiness, misery) 1c) evil, displeasing 1d) bad (of its kind-
land, water, etc) 1e) bad (of value) 1f) worse than, worst (comparison) 1g) 
sad, unhappy 1h) evil (hurtful) 1i) bad, unkind (vicious in disposition) 1j) 
bad, evil, wicked (ethically) 1j1) in general, of persons, of thoughts 1j2) 
deeds, actions n m 2) evil, distress, misery, injury, calamity 2a) evil, 
distress, adversity 2b) evil, injury, wrong 2c) evil (ethical) n f 3) evil, 
misery, distress, injury 3a) evil, misery, distress 3b) evil, injury, wrong 3c) 
evil (ethical).

Strongs #01100 bliya‘al bel-e-yah’- al AV-Belial 16, wicked 5, ungodly 3, evil 1,
naughty 1 ungodly men 1; 27 1) worthlessness 1a) worthless, good for 
nothing, unprofitable, base fellow 1b) wicked 1c) ruin, destruction 
(construct).

2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth.

Proverbs 11:12 (Message) Mean-spirited slander is heartless; quiet discretion
accompanies good sense.

Proverbs 11:12 (AV) He that is void of wisdom despiseth his neighbour: but a 
man of understanding holdeth his peace.

Proverbs 11:12 (NKJV) He who is devoid of wisdom despises his neighbor, 
But a man of understanding holds his peace.

Strongs #02638 chacer khaw-sare’ AV-void 6, want 5, lack 4, fail 2, destitute 
1, need 1; 19 1) in need of, lacking, needy, in want of.

2 Samuel 6:16 And as the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal
Saul’s daughter looked through a window, and saw king David leaping and 
dancing before the LORD; and she despised him in her heart.

Strongs #0936 buwz booz AV-despise 10, contemned 1, utterly (inf. for 
emphasis) 1; 12 1) to despise, hold in contempt, hold as insignificant 1a) 
(Qal) to despise, show despite toward.

Proverbs 4:5 Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline 
from the words of my mouth.

James 1:5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

Romans 1:29 (Message) And then all hell broke loose: rampant evil, grabbing 
and grasping, vicious backstabbing. They made life hell on earth with their
envy, wanton killing, bickering, and cheating. Look at them: mean-spirited,
venomous,

Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should 
not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently 
set forth, crucified among you?



Romans 1:29 (AV) Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, 
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, 
deceit, malignity; whisperers,

Galatians 5 Referred to the ungodly fruit of the wolrd & the Godly Fruit of the 
Holy Spirit.

Romans 1:29 (NKJV) being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality,
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, 
deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers,

1 Timothy 3 Referred to God's qualifications for pastors.
Strongs #2549 kakia kak-ee’-ah AV-malice 6, maliciousness 2, evil 1, 

wickedness 1, naughtiness 1; 11 1) malignity, malice, ill-will, desire to 
injure 2) wickedness, depravity 2a) wickedness that is not ashamed to 
break laws 3) evil, trouble.

Genesis 6:5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth,
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually.

Luke 17:26 And as it was in the days of Noe (Noah), so shall it be also in the 
days of the Son of Man.

Strongs #2550 kakoetheia kak-o-ay’-thi-ah AV-malignity 1; 1) bad character, 
depravity of heart and life 2) malignant subtlety, malicious craftiness.

Romans 12 Referred to Paul's road to apostacy.
James 3:14 (Message) Mean-spirited ambition isn’t wisdom. Boasting that 

you are wise isn’t wisdom. Twisting the truth to make yourselves sound 
wise isn’t wisdom.

James 3:14 (AV) But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory 
not, and lie not against the truth.

James 3:14 (NKJV) But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your 
hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth.

Strongs #4089 pikros pik-ros’ AV-bitter 2; 1) bitter 2) metaph. harsh, virulent.
Strongs #2205 zelos dzay’-los AV-zeal 6, envying 5, indignation 2, envy 1, 

fervent mind 1, jealousy 1, emulation 1; 17 1) excitement of mind, ardour, 
fervour of spirit 1a) zeal, ardour in embracing, pursuing, defending 
anything 1a1) zeal in behalf of, for a person or thing 1a2) the fierceness of 
indignation, punitive zeal 1b) an envious and contentious rivalry, jealousy.

John 2:17 And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of 
Thine house hath eaten me up.

Strongs #2052 eritheia er-ith-i’-ah AV-strife 5, contention 1, contentious + 
1537 1; 7 1) electioneering or intriguing for office 1a) apparently, in the NT
a courting distinction, a desire to put one’s self forward, a partisan and 
fractious spirit which does not disdain low arts 1b) partisanship, 



fractiousness ++++ This word is found before NT times only in Aristotle 
where it denotes a self-seeking pursuit of political office by unfair means. 
(A&G) Paul exhorts to be one in the mind of Christ not putting self forward 
or being selfish (Php 2:3). Jas 3:14 speaks against having selfishness or 
self-promoting in your heart. (Wayne Steury).

Matthew 16:19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: 
and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

Mark 16:17,18 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In My Name 
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18 They 
shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt 
them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

2 Corinthians 10:4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)

Ephesians 2:6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

1 Timothy 5:13,14 And withal they learn to be idle, wandering about from 
house to house; and not only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, 
speaking things which they ought not. 14 I will therefore that the younger 
women marry, bear children, guide the house, give none occasion to the 
adversary to speak reproachfully.

Genesis 4:7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest 
not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou 
shalt rule over him.

 Genesis 6:1-5 (AV) And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the 
face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them, 2 That the sons of 
God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them 
wives of all which they chose. 3 And the LORD said, My spirit shall not 
always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an 
hundred and twenty years. 4 There were giants in the earth in those days; 
and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of 
men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which 
were of old, men of renown. 5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually.

1 Samuel 17:45 Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a 
sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name 



of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast 
defied.

Genesis 6:5 (NKJV) Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually.

John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I
am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly.

Genesis 6:6 (AV) And it repented the LORD that He had made man on the 
earth, and it grieved him at his heart.

2 Samuel 12:13 And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. 
And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou 
shalt not die.

Deuteronomy 18:9-14 (AV) When thou art come into the land which the LORD 
thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of 
those nations. 10 There shall not be found among you any one that maketh
his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or
an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 11 Or a charmer, or a 
consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. 12 For all 
that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of 
these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before 
thee. 13 Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God. 14 For these 
nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of times, and
unto diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thy God hath not suffered 
(allowed) thee so to do.

Matthew 4:23-25 (AV) And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all 
manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people. 24 And 
His fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto Him all sick 
people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those 
which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatick, and 
those that had the palsy; and He healed them. 25 And there followed Him 
great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from 
Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and from beyond Jordan.

 
Pastor T. John Franklin

Church of Salvation, Healing, and Deliverance
COS-HAD.org


