
Surety - Godly Or Not - Proverbs 6A

Summarized of Solomon's advice thus far.
Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools 

despise wisdom and instruction.
Jeremiah 17:5 Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, 

and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD.
Proverbs 6:1-5 (AV) & (NKJV) & (ESV)
Proverbs 6:1 (AV) My son, if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast stricken 

thy hand with a stranger,
Proverbs 6:1 (NKJV) My son, if you become surety for your friend, If you have 

shaken hands in pledge for a stranger,
Proverbs 6:1 (ESV) My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor, have 

given your pledge for a stranger,
Proverbs 6:2 (AV) Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken

with the words of thy mouth.
Proverbs 6:2 (NKJV) You are snared by the words of your mouth; You are 

taken by the words of your mouth.
Proverbs 6:2 (ESV) if you are snared in the words of your mouth, caught in the 

words of your mouth,
Proverbs 6:3 (AV) Do this now, my son, & deliver thyself, when thou art come 

into the hand of thy friend; go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend.
Proverbs 6:3 (NKJV) So do this, my son,& deliver yourself; For you have come 

into the hand of your friend: Go & humble yourself; Plead with your friend.
Proverbs 6:3 (ESV) then do this, my son, and save yourself, for you have come 

into the hand of your neighbor: go, hasten, and plead urgently with your 
neighbor.

Genesis 39:21 But the LORD was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and 
gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison.

Proverbs 6:4 (AV) Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids.
Proverbs 6:4 (NKJV) Give no sleep to your eyes, Nor slumber to your eyelids.
Proverbs 6:4 (ESV) Give your eyes no sleep and your eyelids no slumber;
Proverbs 6:5 (AV) Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the hunter, and as 

a bird from the hand of the fowler.
Proverbs 6:5 (NKJV) Deliver yourself like a gazelle from the hand of the 

hunter, And like a bird from the hand of the fowler.
Proverbs 6:5 (ESV) save yourself like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, 

like a bird from the hand of the fowler.
Proverbs 6:1 (AV) My son, if thou be surety for thy friend, if thou hast stricken 

thy hand with a stranger,
Strongs #06148 arab aw-rab’ AV-surety 9, meddle 2, mingled 2, pledges 2, 



becometh 1, engaged 1, intermeddle 1, mortgaged 1, occupiers 1, occupy 
1, undertake 1; 22 1) to pledge, exchange, mortgage, engage, occupy, 
undertake for, give pledges, be or become surety, take on pledge, give in 
pledge 1a) (Qal) 1a1) to take on pledge, go surety for 1a2) to give in pledge 
1a3) to exchange 1a4) to pledge 1b) (Hithpael) 1b1) to exchange pledges 
1b2) to have fellowship with, share.

Genesis 3 Summarized of satan deceiving Eve.
Fausset's Bible Dictionary - SURETISHIP - Person for person. {Gen 43:9} The 

hand was given in token of undertaking the office or becoming responsible 
for a debt: {Job 17:13; Prov 6:1; Ps 119:122; Isa 38:14} "undertake 
(harbeeniy) for me," Hebrew "be surety for me." Christ is the "surety 
(enguos) of a better testament"; {Heb 7:22; 9:11-15} Jer 30:21, "who is this 
that engaged his heart to approach unto Me?" literally, pledged his life, a 
thing unique: Messiah alone made His life responsible for ours. "Heart" 
implies the courage it needed to undertake such a tremendous suretiship; 
the question implies admiration at His union of Godhead and manhood 
qualifying Him for the work.

Matthew 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

2 Timothy 2&3 Referred to Paul warning Timothy to watch out for some bad 
people.

Genesis 43:9 (AV) I (Judah) will be surety <06148> for him; of my hand shalt 
thou require him: if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then 
let me bear the blame for ever:

Hebrews 7:22 By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.
Hebrews 7:22 (NKJV) by so much more Jesus has become a surety of a better

covenant.
Hebrews 7:22 (ESV) This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant.
Acts 12:11 (AV) And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of 

a surety, that the Lord hath sent His angel, and hath delivered me out of 
the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews.

Acts 12:11 (NKJV) And when Peter had come to himself, he said, Now I know 
for certain that the Lord has sent His angel, and has delivered me from the 
hand of Herod and from all the expectation of the Jewish people.

Acts 12:11 (ESV) When Peter came to himself, he said, Now I am sure that the
Lord has sent His angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from 
all that the Jewish people were expecting.

Hebrews 7:22 By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.
Strongs #1450 egguos eng’-goo-os AV-surety 1; 1) a surety, a sponsor
Genesis 44:32 (AV) For thy servant became surety <06148> for the lad unto 

my father, saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear the blame 
to my father for ever.



Genesis 44:32 (NKJV) For your servant became surety for the lad to my father,
saying, If I do not bring him back to you, then I shall bear the blame before 
my father forever.

Genesis 44:32 (ESV) For your servant became a pledge of safety for the boy to
my father, saying, If I do not bring him back to you, then I shall bear the 
blame before my father all my life.

2 Kings 18:23 (AV) Now therefore, I pray thee, give pledges <06148> to my 
lord the king of Assyria, and I will deliver thee two thousand horses, if thou 
be able on thy part to set riders upon them.

2 Kings 18:23 (NKJV) Now therefore, I urge you, give a pledge to my master 
the king of Assyria, and I will give you two thousand horses — if you are 
able on your part to put riders on them!

2 Kings 18:23 (ESV) Come now, make a wager with my master the king of 
Assyria: I will give you two thousand horses, if you are able on your part to 
set riders on them.

1 Samuel 17 Summarized of David & Goliath.
Exodus 20:17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet

thy neighbour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, 
nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s.

Ezra 9:2 (AV) For they have taken of their daughters for themselves, and for 
their sons: so that the holy seed have mingled <06148> themselves with 
the people of those lands: yea, the hand of the princes and rulers hath been
chief in this trespass.

Ruth 1:16 And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from 
following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou 
lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God:

Ezra 9:2 (NKJV) For they have taken some of their daughters as wives for 
themselves and their sons, so that the holy seed is mixed with the peoples 
of those lands. Indeed, the hand of the leaders and rulers has been 
foremost in this trespass.

Ezra 9:2 (ESV) For they have taken some of their daughters to be wives for 
themselves and for their sons, so that the holy race has mixed itself with 
the peoples of the lands. And in this faithlessness the hand of the officials 
and chief men has been foremost.

2 Corinthians 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light with darkness?

Job 38:4 Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if 
thou hast understanding.

Nehemiah 5:3 (AV) Some also there were that said, We have mortgaged 
<06148> our lands, vineyards, and houses, that we might buy corn, 
because of the dearth (famine).



Nehemiah 5:3 (NKJV) There were also some who said, We have mortgaged 
our lands and vineyards and houses, that we might buy grain because of 
the famine.

Nehemiah 5:3 (ESV) There were also those who said, We are mortgaging our 
fields, our vineyards, and our houses to get grain because of the famine.

Nehemiah 5:6,7,11 And I was very angry when I heard their cry and these 
words. 7 Then I consulted with myself, and I rebuked the nobles, and the 
rulers, and said unto them, Ye exact usury, every one of his brother. And I 
set a great assembly against them. 11 Restore, I pray you, to them, even 
this day, their lands, their vineyards, their oliveyards, and their houses, 
also the hundredth part of the money, and of the corn, the wine, and the oil,
that ye exact of them.

1 Samuel 8:7 And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the 
people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but 
they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them.

Job 17:3 Lay down now, put me in a surety <06148> with thee; who is he that 
will strike hands with me?

Job 17:3 (NKJV) Now put down a pledge for me with Yourself. Who is he who 
will shake hands with me?

Job 17:3 (ESV) Lay down a pledge for me with yourself; who is there who will 
put up security for me?

Summarized of Job's afflictions.    Referred to the parable of the prodigal son.
Psalms 106:35 (AV) But were mingled <06148> among the heathen, and 

learned their works.
Psalms 106:35 (NKJV) But they mingled with the Gentiles And learned their 

works;
Psalms 106:35 (ESV) but they mixed with the nations and learned to do as 

they did.
Deuteronomy 18:9-14 When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy 

God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those 
nations. ... 12 For all that do these things are an abomination unto the 
LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive 
them out from before thee. ...

Summarized of the Judges. When Israel was obedient, God blessed them. 
When they went after other gods, God punished them into slavery. When 
they turned back to God, God sent a judge to free them.

Psalms 119:122 (AV) Be surety <06148> for thy servant for good: let not the 
proud oppress me.

Psalms 119:122 (NKJV) Be surety for Your servant for good; Do not let the 
proud oppress me.

Psalms 119:122 (ESV) Give your servant a pledge of good; let not the insolent 
oppress me.



Proverbs 6:1 (AV) My son, if thou be surety <06148> for thy friend, if thou hast 
stricken thy hand with a stranger,

Proverbs 6:1 (NKJV) My son, if you become surety for your friend, If you have 
shaken hands in pledge for a stranger,

Proverbs 6:1 (ESV) My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor, have 
given your pledge for a stranger,

Proverbs 11:15 (AV) He that is surety <06148> for a stranger shall smart for it:
and he that hateth suretiship is sure.

Proverbs 11:15 (NKJV) He who is surety for a stranger will suffer, But one who
hates being surety is secure.

Proverbs 11:15 (ESV) Whoever puts up security for a stranger will surely suffer
harm, but he who hates striking hands in pledge is secure.

Proverbs 14:10 (AV) The heart knoweth his own bitterness; and a stranger 
doth not intermeddle <06148> with his joy.

Proverbs 14:10 (NKJV) The heart knows its own bitterness, And a stranger 
does not share its joy.

Proverbs 14:10 (ESV) The heart knows its own bitterness, and no stranger 
shares its joy.

Nehemiah 8:10 Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink 
the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for 
this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is
your strength.

 Proverbs 17:18 (AV) A man void of understanding striketh hands, and 
becometh <06148> surety in the presence of his friend.

Proverbs 17:18 (NKJV) A man devoid of understanding shakes hands in a 
pledge, And becomes surety for his friend.

Proverbs 17:18 (ESV) One who lacks sense gives a pledge and puts up 
security in the presence of his neighbor.

Proverbs 20:16 (AV) Take his garment that is surety <06148> for a stranger: 
and take a pledge of him for a strange woman.

Proverbs 20:16 (NKJV) Take the garment of one who is surety for a stranger, 
And hold it as a pledge when it is for a seductress.

Proverbs 20:16 (ESV) Take a man’s garment when he has put up security for a 
stranger, and hold it in pledge when he puts up security for foreigners.

Isaiah 36:8 (AV) Now therefore give pledges <06148>, I pray thee, to my 
master the king of Assyria, and I will give thee two thousand horses, if thou
be able on thy part to set riders upon them.

Isaiah 36:8 (NKJV) Now therefore, I urge you, give a pledge to my master the 
king of Assyria, and I will give you two thousand horses — if you are able 
on your part to put riders on them!

Isaiah 36:8 (ESV) Come now, make a wager with my master the king of 
Assyria: I will give you two thousand horses, if you are able on your part to 



set riders on them.
Isaiah 38:14 (AV) Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter: I did mourn as a 

dove: mine eyes fail with looking upward: O LORD, I am oppressed; 
undertake <06148> for me.

Isaiah 38:14 (NKJV) Like a crane or a swallow, so I chattered; I mourned like 
a dove; My eyes fail from looking upward. O LORD, I am oppressed; 
Undertake for me!

Isaiah 38:14 (ESV) Like a swallow or a crane I chirp; I moan like a dove. My 
eyes are weary with looking upward. O Lord, I am oppressed; be my pledge 
of safety!

Jeremiah 30:21 (AV) And their nobles shall be of themselves, and their 
governor shall proceed from the midst of them; and I will cause him to 
draw near, and he shall approach unto Me: for who is this that engaged 
<06148> his heart to approach unto Me? saith the LORD.

Jeremiah 30:21 (NKJV) Their nobles shall be from among them, And their 
governor shall come from their midst; Then I will cause him to draw near, 
And he shall approach Me; For who is this who pledged his heart to 
approach Me? says the LORD.

Jeremiah 30:21 (ESV) Their prince shall be one of themselves; their ruler shall
come out from their midst; I will make him draw near, & he shall approach 
Me, for who would dare of himself to approach Me? declares the LORD.

Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service.

Ezekiel 27:9 (AV) The ancients of Gebal and the wise men thereof were in 
thee thy calkers: all the ships of the sea with their mariners were in thee to
occupy <06148> thy merchandise.

Ezekiel 27:9 (NKJV) Elders of Gebal and its wise men Were in you to caulk 
your seams; All the ships of the sea And their oarsmen were in you To 
market your merchandise.

Ezekiel 27:9 (ESV) The elders of Gebal and her skilled men were in you, 
caulking your seams; all the ships of the sea with their mariners were in 
you to barter for your wares.

Ezekiel 27:27 (AV) Thy riches, and thy fairs, thy merchandise, thy mariners, 
and thy pilots, thy calkers, and the occupiers <06148> of thy merchandise, 
and all thy men of war, that are in thee, and in all thy company which is in 
the midst of thee, shall fall into the midst of the seas in the day of thy ruin.

Ezekiel 27:27 (NKJV) Your riches, wares, and merchandise, Your mariners and
pilots, Your caulkers and merchandisers, All your men of war who are in 
you, And the entire company which is in your midst, Will fall into the midst 
of the seas on the day of your ruin.

Ezekiel 27:27 (ESV) Your riches, your wares, your merchandise, your mariners 



and your pilots, your caulkers, your dealers in merchandise, and all your 
men of war who are in you, with all your crew that is in your midst, sink 
into the heart of the seas on the day of your fall.

Strongs #230 alethos al-ay-thoce’ AV-of a truth 6, indeed 6, surely 3, truly 2, 
very 1, misc 3; 21 1) truly, of a truth, in reality, most certainly

Matthew 5:42 (AV) Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would 
borrow of thee turn not thou away.

Matthew 5:42 (NKJV) Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to 
borrow from you do not turn away.

John 16:8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment:

More Service Notes:
Proverbs 20:19 (AV) He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth secrets: 

therefore meddle <06148> not with him that flattereth with his lips.
Proverbs 20:19 (NKJV) He who goes about as a talebearer reveals secrets; 

Therefore do not associate with one who flatters with his lips.
Proverbs 20:19 (ESV) Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets; 

therefore do not associate with a simple babbler.
Proverbs 22:26 (AV) Be not thou one of them that strike hands, or of them that

are sureties <06148> for debts.
Proverbs 22:26 (NKJV) Do not be one of those who shakes hands in a pledge, 

One of those who is surety for debts;
Proverbs 22:26 (ESV) Be not one of those who give pledges, who put up 

security for debts.
Proverbs 24:21 (AV) My son, fear thou the LORD and the king: and meddle 

<06148> not with them that are given to change:
Proverbs 24:21 (NKJV) My son, fear the LORD and the king; Do not associate 

with those given to change;
Proverbs 24:21 (ESV) My son, fear the LORD and the king, and do not join with 

those who do otherwise,
Proverbs 27:13 (AV) Take his garment that is surety <06148> for a stranger, 

and take a pledge of him for a strange woman.
Proverbs 27:13 (NKJV) Take the garment of him who is surety for a stranger, 

And hold it in pledge when he is surety for a seductress.
Proverbs 27:13 (ESV) Take a man’s garment when he has put up security for a 

stranger, and hold it in pledge when he puts up security for an adulteress.
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