
The Temple Is Redundant - Matthew 24A

2 Chronicles 7:20 Then will I pluck them up by the roots out of My land 
which I have given them; and this house, which I have sanctified for My 
Name, will I cast out of My sight, and will make it to be a proverb and a 
byword among all nations.

Matthew 23 Summarized of Jesus' 8 woes on the religious leaders.
Matthew 23:35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon 

the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias 
son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar.

Matthew 24:1-3 And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and His
disciples came to Him for to shew Him the buildings of the temple. 2 And
Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, 
There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be 
thrown down. 3 And as He sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples 
came unto Him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? 
and what shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the world?

Matthew 24:1 And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and His 
disciples came to Him for to shew Him the buildings of the temple.

Luke 19:46 Saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house of prayer:
but ye have made it a den of thieves.

Revelation 2&3 Referred to the letters to the 7 churches.
Revelation 2:5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and 

repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.

Matthew 24:2 And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily 
I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that 
shall not be thrown down.

Summarized of the building of Solomon's temple & its demise.
Matthew 24:3 And as He sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came 

unto Him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what
shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the world?

Mark 13:32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the 
angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.

Luke 19:13 And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, 
and said unto them, Occupy till I come.

2 Chronicles 7:19,20 But if ye turn away, and forsake my statutes and my 
commandments, which I have set before you, and shall go and serve 



other gods, and worship them; 20 Then will I pluck them up by the roots 
out of My land which I have given them; and this house, which I have 
sanctified for My Name, will I cast out of My sight, and will make it to be 
a proverb and a byword among all nations.

Summarized of David wanting to build the temple but God had Solomon 
build it.

Concise Bible Dictionary - The Temple - One thing that materially 
distinguishes the temple from the tabernacle is that God said of it, Mine 
eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually: it referred to the 
kingdom and a settled order of things; whereas the tabernacle was 
typical of God’s ways, and gave the idea of movement. And though the 
actual building was destroyed and rebuilt, and is now swept away, and 
will again be rebuilt, yet it is treated always as one house. Hag 2:9 may 
be translated, as in the LXX, &c., The latter glory of this house shall be 
greater than the former, saith the Lord of hosts: and in this place will I 
give peace, saith the Lord of hosts. When the Lord was on earth, though 
rejected by the rulers of Israel, He called the temple ‘My house,’ and ‘My 
Father’s house’; but later on He said to the Jews ‘your house.’ The ‘latter
glory’ refers to the future, when God will be owned by His ancient 
people, and His glory be displayed. 

Another thing that distinguished the temple was its being surrounded with 
chambers, so that the priests that were serving God could dwell around 
Him. Christ refers possibly to this in saying In my Father’s house are 
many mansions. The tabernacle had no flooring, the priests trod the 
earth; but in the temple they were separated from the earth by flooring. 
In the interior of the temple built by Solomon nothing but gold appeared: 
this is typical of Divine righteousness, characterising the throne and 
presence of God, as will be manifested in the millennium. The ark was 
placed in the temple, and had found there its abiding resting place: it 
was the token of God’s presence. The candlesticks, tables of 
shewbread, golden altar, brazen altar, and laver (with ten smaller ones in
addition), were similar to those in the tabernacle. God owned the house 
by filling it with His glory. In the court of the temple were two pillars 
which received the names of JACHIN, He will establish; and BOAZ, in 
Him is strength, which perfectly agrees with the fact that it was God’s 
house that was being built. 1Ki 7:21; Rev 3:12. Another thing remarkable 
in the rearing of the temple was that it was built of stones made ready 
before being brought, so that there should be no noise of hammer, or 
axe, or iron tool, while it was in progress. 1Ki 6:7. Thus the church is 
being formed of living stones who have come to the Living Stone (the 



chief corner stone, Christ Himself), and the whole building fitly framed 
together is growing into a Holy temple in the Lord. Eph 2:20-22; 1Pet 2:5.

Of the actual erections there were 1. THE TEMPLE BY SOLOMON. It was 
formed after the pattern of the tabernacle, being a rectangle of sixty 
cubits by twenty, and its height thirty cubits: the Holy of Holies was a 
cube of twenty cubits; the Holy (Place) was forty cubits by twenty, with 
a porch in front of ten cubits by twenty. The chambers and upper 
chambers and pillars and porches were additional as described. 1Ki 6.

2. THE TEMPLE BY ZERUBBABEL. Few particulars of this are given. Cyrus 
ordered the foundations to be strongly laid, and its height was to be 
sixty cubits, and its breadth sixty cubits. Ezra 6:3. Probably it was the 
same size as the temple by Solomon: the breadth here of sixty cubits 
being its ‘length,’ and its width not mentioned; or, if the sixty cubits be 
the width, it may have included the chambers. It is not probable that it 
was larger than the first temple. The aged men, who had seen the first 
house, wept when they saw the foundations of this house laid. This 
temple continued until the days of Herod.

3. THE TEMPLE BY HEROD. The Jews said it was forty-six years in building.
John 2:20. Josephus gives almost the only account we have of it. It was 
apparently built over the old one, so as not to hinder the temple service: 
the priests themselves built the Holy Places. It was all on a magnificent 
scale. In the Gospels we read that the disciples exclaimed, What stones!
and what buildings! and pointed out how it was adorned with goodly 
stones and gifts. Herod was not God’s man to build Him a house, nor 
were the leaders of the Jews fit men to carry on His worship. To the 
disciples the Lord declared that one stone should not be left upon 
another. Mt 24:2; Mr 13:1,2; Lu 21:5,6. Though Josephus gives many 
details as to this temple, they are not distinct enough to enable a plan to
be made of it. In the N. T. the word ναος refers to the house itself, and 
ιερον to the buildings and courts in general. Apparently the Lord never 
entered the house itself. Doubtless this temple stood upon some part of 
mount Moriah, at the south-east corner of Jerusalem (q.v.), but on what 
part of the enclosure is not known.

4. A FUTURE TEMPLE. Scripture speaks in many places of the return of the 
Jews to their own land, but in unbelief as to the Lord Jesus being their 
Messiah. They will apparently build a temple, but this must not be 
confounded with the one described by Ezekiel, though the Jews may 
attempt to build it as there described. God cannot bless them until His 
anointed One is owned, and therefore this temple will be destroyed. Ps 
74; Isa 66:1-6.



5. EZEKIEL’S TEMPLE. This is fully described in Ezek. xl.-xliv.: it will be 
built when the land is once again divided amongst the twelve tribes, and 
all brought into blessing. In the centre of the land there will be a ‘Holy 
oblation’ of 25,000 cubits square, which will contain both the city and 
the temple. That cubits and not reeds are intended, see Ezek 45:2,3. 
Other passages speak of the temple, Zion, and Jerusalem as associated 
together, as Ps 68:29, 122; Isa 2:2,3; Mic 3:12; 4:1,2. All these, though 
not exactly on the same spot, will fall within the ‘holy oblation,’ though 
the part on which the city will stand is also called ‘profane,’ or ‘common.’
Probably the city will be built on its old site, and the temple may be 
somewhat farther north. Then the latter glory of God’s house will exceed
all that has yet been, for the Lord Jesus will be the glory of the house. 
Christ refers to His body as a temple in John 2:19, and Christians are 
now God’s temple, in which the Spirit of God dwells. The body of each 
Christian is also spoken of as a temple of the Holy Ghost. 1Cor 6:19. In 
Rev 11:19 the temple of God is opened in heaven, in connection with 
which are the judgments that come forth to smite the earth: Rev 
14:15,17; 15:5-8; 16:1,17.

Jeremiah 7:4 Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the LORD, 
The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, are these.

Matthew 23:19 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or the 
altar that sanctifieth the gift?

Matthew 23:17 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the 
temple that sanctifieth the gold?

Jeremiah 24:1 The LORD shewed me, and, behold, two baskets of figs were
set before the temple of the LORD, after that Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon had carried away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of
Judah, and the princes of Judah, with the carpenters and smiths, from 
Jerusalem, and had brought them to Babylon.

Jeremiah 50:28 The voice of them that flee and escape out of the land of 
Babylon, to declare in Zion the vengeance of the LORD our God, the 
vengeance of His temple.

1 Samuel 4 Referred to the ark of God taken at Shiloh.
Jeremiah 51:11 Make bright the arrows; gather the shields: the LORD hath 

raised up the spirit of the kings of the Medes: for His device is against 
Babylon, to destroy it; because it is the vengeance of the LORD, the 
vengeance of His temple.

Ephesians 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, 
ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,



Referred to David & Saul having the Holy Spirit.
1 Corinthians 3:16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the 

Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
Luke 7:28 For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is 

not a greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is least in the 
kingdom of God is greater than he.

1 Corinthians 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your 
own? 20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.

Colossians 3:23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and 
not unto men;

Genesis 3 Referred to mankind's fall in the Garden of Eden.
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Judges 16:16 And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her 

words, and urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto death;
Psalms 23:3 He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the paths of 

righteousness for His Name’s sake.
1 Samuel 2:29 Wherefore kick ye at My sacrifice and at Mine offering, 

which I have commanded in My habitation; and honourest thy sons 
above Me, to make yourselves fat with the chiefest of all the offerings of 
Israel My people?

Summarized of Eli & his sons (priests) sins.
1 Samuel 4:1-22 - V1-3 And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. Now 

Israel went out against the Philistines to battle, and pitched beside 
Ebenezer: and the Philistines pitched in Aphek. 2 And the Philistines put 
themselves in array against Israel: and when they joined battle, Israel 
was smitten before the Philistines: and they slew of the army in the field 
about four thousand men. 3 And when the people were come into the 
camp, the elders of Israel said, Wherefore hath the LORD smitten us to 
day before the Philistines? Let us fetch the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD out of Shiloh unto us, that, when it cometh among us, it may save 
us out of the hand of our enemies.

Joshua 7 Referred to that Joshua went to Lord in prayer when they lost the 
battle in Ai.

1 Samuel 4:4-9 So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from 
thence the ark of the covenant of the LORD of hosts, which dwelleth 
between the cherubims: and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, 
were there with the ark of the covenant of God. 5 And when the ark of 



the covenant of the LORD came into the camp, all Israel shouted with a 
great shout, so that the earth rang again. 6 And when the Philistines 
heard the noise of the shout, they said, What meaneth the noise of this 
great shout in the camp of the Hebrews? And they understood that the 
ark of the LORD was come into the camp. 7 And the Philistines were 
afraid, for they said, God is come into the camp. And they said, Woe unto
us! for there hath not been such a thing heretofore. 8 Woe unto us! who 
shall deliver us out of the hand of these mighty Gods? these are the 
Gods that smote the Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderness. 9 
Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, O ye Philistines, that ye be not 
servants unto the Hebrews, as they have been to you: quit yourselves 
like men, and fight.

Revelation 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and 
he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness 
he doth judge and make war.

1 Samuel 4:10-22 And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten, and 
they fled every man into his tent: and there was a very great slaughter; 
for there fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen. 11 And the ark of God 
was taken; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were slain. 12 
And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, and came to Shiloh the
same day with his clothes rent, and with earth upon his head. 13 And 
when he came, lo, Eli sat upon a seat by the wayside watching: for his 
heart trembled for the ark of God. And when the man came into the city, 
and told it, all the city cried out. 14 And when Eli heard the noise of the 
crying, he said, What meaneth the noise of this tumult? And the man 
came in hastily, and told Eli. 15 Now Eli was ninety and eight years old; 
and his eyes were dim, that he could not see. 16 And the man said unto 
Eli, I am he that came out of the army, and I fled to day out of the army. 
And he said, What is there done, my son? 17 And the messenger 
answered and said, Israel is fled before the Philistines, and there hath 
been also a great slaughter among the people, and thy two sons also, 
Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God is taken. 18 And it 
came to pass, when he made mention of the ark of God, that he fell from 
off the seat backward by the side of the gate, and his neck brake, and he
died: for he was an old man, and heavy. And he had judged Israel forty 
years. 19 And his daughter in law, Phinehas’ wife, was with child, near to
be delivered: and when she heard the tidings that the ark of God was 
taken, and that her father in law and her husband were dead, she bowed 
herself and travailed; for her pains came upon her. 20 And about the time
of her death the women that stood by her said unto her, Fear not; for 



thou hast born a son. But she answered not, neither did she regard it. 21 
And she named the child Ichabod, saying, The glory is departed from 
Israel: because the ark of God was taken, and because of her father in 
law and her husband. 22 And she said, The glory is departed from Israel: 
for the ark of God is taken.

Jeremiah 7:12 But go ye now unto My place which was in Shiloh, where I 
set My Name at the first, and see what I did to it for the wickedness of 
My people Israel.

Exodus 8:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and say 
unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Let My people go, that they may serve 
Me.

Luke 17:17 And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten (lepers) 
cleansed? but where are the nine? 18 There are not found that returned 
to give glory to God, save this stranger.

Mark 10:52 And Jesus said unto him (Blind Bartimaeus), Go thy way; thy 
faith hath made thee whole. And immediately he received his sight, and 
followed Jesus in the way.

Luke 8:35,38,39 Then they went out to see what was done; and came to 
Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting 
at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid. 
38 Now the man out of whom the devils were departed besought him 
that he might be with him: but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 Return to
thine own house, and shew how great things God hath done unto thee. 
And he went his way, and published throughout the whole city how great
things Jesus had done unto him.

Luke 11:26 Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits more 
wicked than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there: and the last 
state of that man is worse than the first.

Mark 3:27 No man can enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods,
except he will first bind the strong man; and then he will spoil his house.

Summarized of the Judges. When Israel was obedient, God blessed them. 
When they went after other gods, God punished them into slavery. When 
they turned back to God, God sent a judge to free them.

Leviticus 26 Summarized of God judging rebellious Israel.
Jeremiah 7:14 Therefore will I do unto this house, which is called by My 

Name, wherein ye trust, and unto the place which I gave to you and to 
your fathers, as I have done to Shiloh.

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.



James 2:23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed 
God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called 
the Friend of God.

Luke 15 Summarized of the parable of the prodigal son.
John 15:15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not 

what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I 
have heard of My Father I have made known unto you.

Mark 14:36 And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; 
take away this cup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what thou 
wilt.

Acts 15:1,2 And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the 
brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses,
ye cannot be saved. 2 When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small 
dissension and disputation with them, they determined that Paul and 
Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the
apostles and elders about this question.

Acts 15:20 But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of
idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood.

Mark 7:9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of 
God, that ye may keep your own tradition.

2 Corinthians 11:4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom 
we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not 
received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well 
bear with him.

John 3:7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.
Referred to some priests turning to Jesus - Nicodemus & Joseph of 

Aramathea.
Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 

sealed unto the day of redemption.
1 Thessalonians 5:19 Quench not the Spirit.
Esther 4:14 For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall 

there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place;
but thou and thy father’s house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth 
whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?
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