
Woe To The Blind Guides - Matthew 23E

Mark 14:38 Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly
is ready, but the flesh is weak.

Matthew 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

Referred to Jesus' 8 woes on the religious leaders.
Matthew 23:16-22 Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever 

shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by 
the gold of the temple, he is a debtor! 17 Ye fools and blind: for whether 
is greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctifieth the gold? 18 And, 
Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever 
sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. 19 Ye fools and blind: for
whether is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift? 20 
Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, sweareth by it, and by all 
things thereon. 21 And whoso shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it, 
and by Him that dwelleth therein. 22 And he that shall swear by heaven, 
sweareth by the throne of God, and by Him that sitteth thereon.

Matthew 23:16 Woe (curse) unto you, ye blind guides, which say, 
Whosoever shall swear (make an oath) by the temple, it is nothing; but 
whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor!

Matthew 23:3 All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe 
and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not.

Summarized of the gold items of Solomon's temple & of Herod's temple.
Matthew 23:17-19 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the

temple that sanctifieth the gold? 18 And, Whosoever shall swear by the 
altar, it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he 
is guilty. 19 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or the 
altar that sanctifieth the gift?

Mark 10 Referred to Blind Bartimeaus calling for help from Jesus.
Matthew 23:20,21 Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, sweareth by it, 

and by all things thereon. 21 And whoso shall swear by the temple, 
sweareth by it, and by Him that dwelleth therein.

Referred to God dwelling in the Holy of Holies.
Ezekiel 8 The Holy Spirit was in the temple along with the ungodly religious

leaders.



Matthew 23:22 And he that shall swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne 
of God, and by Him that sitteth thereon.

Isaiah 5:20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put 
darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and 
sweet for bitter!

Matthew 23:13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in 
yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.

Matthew 5:33-37 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old 
time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord 
thine oaths: 34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; 
for it is God’s throne: 35 Nor by the earth; for it is His footstool: neither 
by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the Great King. 36 Neither shalt thou 
swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or 
black. 37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for 
whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.

Exodus 20:7 Thou shalt not take the Name of the LORD thy God in vain; for 
the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh His Name in vain.

Romans 2:17-29 - V17-21 Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the 
law, and makest thy boast of God, 18 And knowest His will, and 
approvest the things that are more excellent, being instructed out of the 
law; 19 And art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light
of them which are in darkness, 20 An instructor of the foolish, a teacher 
of babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of the truth in the law. 
21 Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? 
thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal?

Matthew 23:14 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore 
ye shall receive the greater damnation.

Acts 22:5 As also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all the estate 
of the elders: from whom also I received letters unto the brethren, and 
went to Damascus, to bring them which were there bound unto 
Jerusalem, for to be punished.

Romans 2:22 Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou
commit adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege?

Matthew 12:39 But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous
generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, 
but the sign of the prophet Jonas:



Romans 2:23.24 Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking 
the law dishonourest thou God? 24 For the Name of God is blasphemed 
among the Gentiles through you, as it is written.

2 Samuel 12:14 Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great 
occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is
born unto thee shall surely die.

Romans 2:25,26 For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but 
if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision.
26 Therefore if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the law, 
shall not his uncircumcision be counted for circumcision?

Habakkuk 2:4 Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but 
the just shall live by his faith.

Romans 2:27-29 And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfil 
the law, judge thee, who by the letter and circumcision dost transgress 
the law? 28 For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that 
circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: 29 But he is a Jew, which is 
one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not 
in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.

2 Corinthians 3:6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new 
testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the
spirit giveth life.

Strongs #3474 moros mo-ros’ AV-foolish 7, fool 5, foolishness 1; 13 1) 
foolish 2) impious, godless.

Matthew 5:22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother 
without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall 
say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever
shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.

Matthew 7:26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth 
them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon
the sand:

Matthew 23:17,19 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the
temple that sanctifieth the gold? 19 Ye fools and blind: for whether is 
greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift?

Matthew 25:2,3 And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 3 They 
that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them:

Matthew 25:8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our 
lamps are gone out.

Ephesians 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of 



truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, 
ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise,

Mark 7:22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an 
evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness:

Proverbs 22:15 Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of 
correction shall drive it far from him.

Luke 11:40 Ye fools, did not he that made that which is without make that 
which is within also?

Luke 12:20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be 
required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast 
provided?

Luke 24:25 Then He said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all
that the prophets have spoken:

Strongs #878 aphron af’-rone AV-fool 8, foolish 2, unwise 1; 11 1) without 
reason 2) senseless, foolish, stupid 3) without reflection or intelligence, 
acting rashly.

Strongs #453 anoetos an-o’-ay-tos AV-foolish 4, fool 1, unwise 1; 6 1) not 
understood, unintelligible 2) not understanding, unwise, foolish.

Matthew 23:21 And whoso shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it, and 
by Him that dwelleth therein.

Exodus 25:22 And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee
from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which are 
upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in 
commandment unto the children of Israel.

Exodus 28:33 And beneath upon the hem of it thou shalt make 
pomegranates of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, round about the hem
thereof; and bells of gold between them round about:

Leviticus 10:1 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them 
his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered 
strange fire before the LORD, which He commanded them not. 2 And 
there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died 
before the LORD.

Numbers 7:89 And when Moses was gone into the tabernacle of the 
congregation to speak with him, then he heard the voice of one speaking
unto him from off the mercy seat that was upon the ark of testimony, 
from between the two cherubims: and he spake unto him.

Isaiah 5:20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put 
darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and 



sweet for bitter!
Romans 1:25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and 

served the creature more than the Creator, Who is blessed for ever. 
Amen.

1 Corinthians 4:2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found 
faithful.

2 Chronicles 7:13,14 If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I 
command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among 
My people; 14 If My people, which are called by My Name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their land.

Matthew 7:12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do
to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.

Matthew 23:15 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye 
make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves.

Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should 
not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently 
set forth, crucified among you?

Acts 17:22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ hill, and said, Ye men of 
Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious.

Acts 16 Referred to Paul & Silas in prision in Philippi.
Acts 17:11 These (Bereans) were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in

that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the
scriptures daily, whether those things were so.

Matthew 25:21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler 
over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.
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