
Woe To Counterfeit Works - Matthew 23D

Referred to Jesus cleaning out the Temple twice.
Luke 19:46 Saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house of prayer: 

but ye have made it a den of thieves.
Summarized the false beliefs of the religious leaders then & now.
Luke 11:15 But some of them said, He casteth out devils through Beelzebub 

the chief of the devils.
Matthew 23:15 (AV) Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 

compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye 
make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves.

Revelation 2&3 Referred to the letters to the 7 Churches.
Matthew 23:13 But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 

shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in 
yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in.

John 16:8 And when He (the Holy Spirit) is come, He will reprove the world of
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

Matthew 23:15 (NKJV) Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For 
you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you 
make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.

Mark 8:15 And He charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of 
the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod.

Strongs #4339 proselutos pros-ay’-loo-tos AV-proselyte 4; 1) a newcomer 1a) 
a stranger, alien 2) a proselyte 2a) one who has come over from a Gentile 
religion to Judaism

The Rabbis distinguished two classes of proselytes, proselytes of 
righteousness, who received circumcision and bound themselves to keep 
the whole of the Mosaic law and to comply with all the requirements of 
Judaism, and proselytes of the gate, who dwelt among the Jews, and 
although uncircumcised observed certain specific laws, esp. the seven 
precepts of Noah, i.e. against the seven chief sins, idolatry, blasphemy 
against God, homicide, unchastity, theft or plundering, rebellion against 
rulers and the use of flesh with the blood thereof.

Referred to Ruth & Rahabturning to the True & Living God.
Referred to the mixed multitude going out with Israel from Egypt.
Referred to Saul called by God to be Paul to preach Christ to the Gentiles.
Concise Bible Dictionary - Proselyte - The name given to any from among the 

nations who embraced Judaism. Acts 2:10, 6:5, 13:43. The name may be 
said to be a Greek word, derived from ‘to come to.’ It is used by the LXX 
where the Hebrew has ‘the stranger’ that sojourneth among you. Ex 



12:48,49; Lev 17:8,10,12-15; Num 9:14; &c. Such, if all the males in the 
family were circumcised, might eat the Passover and offer a burnt offering
or sacrifice. The Rabbis say that there were two classes of proselytes. 1. 
‘Proselytes of righteousness,’ such as those mentioned above; and 2. 
‘Proselytes of the Gate,’ those spoken of as ‘strangers within thy gates.’ 
The Rabbis also assert that in N. T. times and later the proselytes were 
received by circumcision and baptism; but it is very much disputed as to 
when the baptism was added, there being no mention of it in the O.T. 
Some hold that it was introduced when the emperors forbade their Gentile
subjects to be circumcised, but others think it must have been earlier, 
which seems confirmed by John 1:25. History shews to what an extent 
proselytising was abused. The Jews held that on a Gentile becoming a 
proselyte, all his natural relationships were annulled: he was ‘a new 
creature.’ Many became proselytes in order to abandon their wives and 
marry again. This, with other abuses, caused the emperors to interfere; 
the stricter Jews also were scandalized, and repudiated such proselytes. 
The Lord describes such a proselyte as the Scribes and Pharisees would 
make, as twofold more the child of hell than themselves. Mat 23:15.

Mark 10:9 What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.
Acts 2:10 Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about 

Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes,
Acts 6:5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose 

Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and 
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a 
proselyte of Antioch:

Acts 13:43 Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews 
and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to 
them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God.

Exodus 12:49 One law shall be to him that is homeborn, and unto the 
stranger that sojourneth among you.

Leviticus 16:29 And this shall be a statute for ever unto you: that in the 
seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, ye shall afflict your souls, 
and do no work at all, whether it be one of your own country, or a stranger
that sojourneth among you:

Leviticus 17:8 And thou shalt say unto them, Whatsoever man there be of the
house of Israel, or of the strangers which sojourn among you, that offereth
a burnt offering or sacrifice,

Leviticus 17:10 And whatsoever man there be of the house of Israel, or of the
strangers that sojourn among you, that eateth any manner of blood; I will 
even set My face against that soul that eateth blood, and will cut him off 
from among his people.

Leviticus 17:12 Therefore I said unto the children of Israel, No soul of you 



shall eat blood, neither shall any stranger that sojourneth among you eat 
blood. 13 And whatsoever man there be of the children of Israel, or of the 
strangers that sojourn among you, which hunteth and catcheth any beast 
or fowl that may be eaten; he shall even pour out the blood thereof, and 
cover it with dust.

Leviticus 18:26 Ye shall therefore keep My statutes and My judgments, and 
shall not commit any of these abominations; neither any of your own 
nation, nor any stranger that sojourneth among you:

Leviticus 25:45 Moreover of the children of the strangers that do sojourn 
among you, of them shall ye buy, and of their families that are with you, 
which they begat in your land: and they shall be your possession.

Numbers 9:14 And if a stranger shall sojourn among you, and will keep the 
passover unto the LORD; according to the ordinance of the passover, and 
according to the manner thereof, so shall he do: ye shall have one 
ordinance, both for the stranger, and for him that was born in the land.

Numbers 15:14 And if a stranger sojourn with you, or whosoever be among 
you in your generations, and will offer an offering made by fire, of a sweet 
savour unto the LORD; as ye do, so he shall do.

Ezekiel 47:22 And it shall come to pass, that ye shall divide it by lot for an 
inheritance unto you, and to the strangers that sojourn among you, which 
shall beget children among you: and they shall be unto you as born in the 
country among the children of Israel; they shall have inheritance with you 
among the tribes of Israel.

Exodus 23:9 Also thou shalt not oppress a stranger: for ye know the heart of 
a stranger, seeing ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.

Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free,
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

Genesis 17:10 This is My covenant, which ye shall keep, between Me and you
(Abraham) and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be 
circumcised.

John 3:7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.
Colossians 3:11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor 

uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in
all.

Ephesians 6:5 Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according
to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto 
Christ;

1 Timothy 3:2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;

Ephesians 1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the Word of 
Truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye 
were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise,



Concise Bible Dictionary - Stranger
1. This term was applied to any sojourning among the Israelites, who were 

not descendants of Israel. The law gave injunctions against the 
oppression of such. Num 15:14-30.

2. Gentiles are also called ‘strangers’ from the covenants of promise, {Eph 
2:12} shewing that the covenants made with Israel did in no wise embrace
the Gentiles, though God’s grace at all times extended to them.

3. Those called strangers in 1Pet 1:1 were Jews away from their own land: 
sojourners of the dispersion.

4. Both the O.T. and the N.T. saints were and are strangers upon earth. David
said, I am a stranger with thee, and a sojourner, as all my fathers were. Ps
39:12. They confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 
Heb 11:13. The same is true of the saints now. 1Pet 2:11. Their citizenship
is in heaven, and this earth is no longer their home or their rest.

Referred to the religious leaders then & now being off on Jesus, the Word of 
God, the blood.

Mark 12:24 And Jesus answering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, 
because ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of God?

John 19:30 When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, He said, It is 
finished: and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost.

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Matthew 28:19,20 Go ye therefore, and teach (preach)all nations, baptizing 
them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

2 Corinthians 11:3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve 
through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity
that is in Christ.

Mark 10:19 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do 
not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy 
father and mother. (Exodus 20)

Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field 
which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath 
God said(?), Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

2 Corinthians 11:4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we 
have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not 
received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well 
bear with him.

Luke 8:11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the Word of God.
Luke 9:58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 

have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.



2 Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your
own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, 
except ye be reprobates?

Matthew 7:21,23 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which 
is in heaven. 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

Matthew 18:3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

2 Corinthians 11:5-7 For I suppose I was not a whit behind the very chiefest 
apostles. 6 But though I be rude in speech, yet not in knowledge; but we 
have been throughly made manifest among you in all things. 7 Have I 
committed an offence in abasing myself that ye might be exalted, because
I have preached to you the gospel of God freely?

Matthew 10:8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out 
devils: freely ye have received, freely give.

2 Corinthians 11:13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.

Acts 8 Referred to Simon Magus not really saved.
2 Corinthians 11:14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an 

angel of light.
Acts 8:21 Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not 

right in the sight of God.
Romans 10:9,10 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 

and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

Acts 5:28 Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach 
in this Name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, 
and intend to bring this Man’s Blood upon us.

2 Samuel 12:9 Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the LORD, 
to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, 
and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword 
of the children of Ammon.

2 Corinthians 11:15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be 
transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be 
according to their works.

Jude 1:3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common 
salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye 
should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints.

Hebrews 5:12,13 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need



that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of 
God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 
13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: 
for he is a babe.

Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should 
not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently 
set forth, crucified among you?

Mark 16:14-18 - V14 Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at 
meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, 
because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen.

Luke 4 Jesus replied to the devil "It is written..."
Matthew 18:21 Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my 

brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? 22 Jesus saith 
unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times 
seven.

Matthew 6:14,15 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you: 15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither 
will your Father forgive your trespasses.

Mark 16:15,16 And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

Explained of Being baptized after getting saved as a witness.
Mark 16:17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In My Name shall 

they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;
Acts 8,13,& 16 Casting out demons after Jesus' assention.
Mark 16:18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it 

shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall 
recover.

James 5:14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; 
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:

Matthew 23:15 (NKJV) Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For 
you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you 
make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.
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