
Woe To Devourers Of Widows - Matthew 23C

Exodus 22:22,23 Ye shall not afflict any widow, or fatherless child. 23 If 
thou afflict them in any wise, and they cry at all unto me, I (the Lord 
God) will surely hear their cry;

Matthew 23:13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in 
yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.

Deuteronomy 10:18 (the Lord God) He doth execute the judgment of the 
fatherless and widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him food and 
raiment.

Matthew 23:14 (AV) Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye
devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore 
ye shall receive the greater damnation.

Matthew 3:2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: 

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
John 10:38 But if I do, though ye believe not Me, believe the works: that ye 

may know, and believe, that the Father is in Me, and I in Him.
John 15:24 If I had not done among them the works which none other man 

did, they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both 
Me and My Father.

Matthew 23:14 (NKJV) Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For 
you devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. 
Therefore you will receive greater condemnation.

Matthew 23:15 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye 
make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves.

Matthew 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

Luke 18 Summarized of the parable of the Pharisee & the publican.
Luke 18:11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank 

thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 
even as this publican.

Luke 18:13,14 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much
as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be 



merciful to me a sinner. 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house 
justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall 
be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

Mark 7:6 He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of 
you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth Me with their lips, 
but their heart is far from Me.

Isaiah 29:13 Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near 
Me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour Me, but have removed 
their heart far from Me, and their fear toward Me is taught by the precept
of men:

Referred to Jesus cleaning out the Temple twice.
Matthew 21:13 And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called 

the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.
Revelation 2 & 3 Referred to the letters to the 7 Churches.
Matthew 23:2 Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat:
Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 

the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of My Father which is 
in heaven.

Matthew 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad 
is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in 
thereat:

Psalms 68:5 A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in 
his holy habitation.

Psalms 146:9 The LORD preserveth the strangers; he relieveth the 
fatherless and widow: but the way of the wicked he turneth upside 
down.

Ruth 1:16 And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from 
following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou 
lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God:

Proverbs 15:25 The LORD will destroy the house of the proud: but he will 
establish the border of the widow.

John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy:
I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly.

ISBE - WIDOW - wid’-o ( almanah; chera): In the Old Testament widows are 
considered to be under the special care of Yahweh (Ps 68:5; 146:9; Prov 
15:25). Sympathetic regard for them comes to be viewed as a mark of 
true religion (Job 31:16; James 1:27). Deuteronomy is rich in counsel in 



their behalf (24:17, etc.). The word is first mentioned in the New 
Testament in Acts 6:1: There arose a murmuring of the Grecian Jews 
against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily 
ministration. Paul charges that they be particularly cared for, especially 
those that are widows indeed, i.e. poor, without support and old (1Tim 
5:2-16). Some try to find proof in this passage of that ecclesiastical order
of widows mentioned in post-apostolic writings. - George B. Eager

Ruth - Referred to God taking care of 2 widows.
Strongs #5503 chera khay’-rah AV-widow 27; 1) a widow 2) metaph. a city 

stripped of its inhabitants and riches is represented under the figure of a
widow

Matthew 23:14 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore 
ye shall receive the greater damnation.

Mark 12:40 Which devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence make long 
prayers: these shall receive greater damnation.

Mark 12:42 And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two 
mites, which make a farthing.

Mark 12:43 And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all 
they which have cast into the treasury:

1 Kings 17:12 And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, 
but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, 
I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my 
son, that we may eat it, and die.

Luke 2:37 And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which 
departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers 
night and day.

Luke 4:25,26 But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the 
days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, 
when great famine was throughout all the land; 26 But unto none of them
was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that 
was a widow.

Judges 8 Referred to Gideon & 300 men won the battle of the Lord.
Luke 7:12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there 

was a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a 
widow: and much people of the city was with her.

Luke 18:3 And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, 



saying, Avenge me of mine adversary.
Luke 18:5 Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by 

her continual coming she weary me.
Luke 18:7 And shall not God avenge His own elect, which cry day and night 

unto Him, though He bear long with them?
Luke 20:47 Which devour widows’ houses, and for a shew make long 

prayers: the same shall receive greater damnation.
Luke 21:2,3 And he saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two 

mites. 3 And he said, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath 
cast in more than they all:

Acts 6:1-4 And in those days, when the number of the disciples was 
multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the 
Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration.
2 Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and 
said, It is not reason that we should leave the Word of God, and serve 
tables. 3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of 
honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint 
over this business. 4 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, 
and to the ministry of the Word.

Acts 9:39 Then Peter arose and went with them. When he was come, they 
brought him into the upper chamber: and all the widows stood by him 
weeping, and shewing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, 
while she was with them.

Acts 9:41 And he gave her his hand, and lifted her up, and when he had 
called the saints and widows, presented her alive.

1 Corinthians 7:8 I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for
them if they abide even as I.

1 Corinthians 7:32 But I would have you without carefulness. He that is 
unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may 
please the Lord: 33 But he that is married careth for the things that are 
of the world, how he may please his wife. 34 There is difference also 
between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman careth for the things 
of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit: but she that 
is married careth for the things of the world, how she may please her 
husband.

1 Timothy 5:3-5 Honour widows that are widows indeed. 4 But if any widow 
have children or nephews, let them learn first to shew piety at home, 
and to requite their parents: for that is good and acceptable before God. 



5 Now she that is a widow indeed, and desolate, trusteth in God, and 
continueth in supplications and prayers night and day.

1 Timothy 5:9 Let not a widow be taken into the number under threescore 
years old, having been the wife of one man,

1 Timothy 5:11 But the younger widows refuse: for when they have begun 
to wax wanton against Christ, they will marry;

1 Timothy 5:16 If any man or woman that believeth have widows, let them 
relieve them, and let not the church be charged; that it may relieve them
that are widows indeed.

James 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, 
To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself 
unspotted from the world.

Revelation 18:7 How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, 
so much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a 
queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.

Exodus 12:12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will 
smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and 
against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.

1 Timothy 5:3-16 - V3-5 Honour widows that are widows indeed. 4 But if any
widow have children or nephews, let them learn first to shew piety at 
home, and to requite (repay) their parents: for that is good and 
acceptable before God. 5 Now she that is a widow indeed, and desolate, 
trusteth in God, and continueth in supplications and prayers night and 
day. (like Anna)

Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto you.

1 Timothy 2:1,2 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 2 For kings, and
for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life 
in all godliness and honesty.

1 Timothy 5:6 But she that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.
1 John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If 

any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
1 Timothy 5:7 And these things give in charge, that they may be blameless.
Paul's writings give instruction for the new Christian Church.
Exodus 20 Has God's instructions for the Israelites new from Egypt.
1 Timothy 5:8 But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of 

his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.



Mark 7:11,12 But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is 
Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by 
me; he shall be free. 12 And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his 
father or his mother;

1 Timothy 5:9,10 Let not a widow be taken into the number under 
threescore years old, having been the wife of one man, 10 Well reported 
of for good works; if she have brought up children, if she have lodged 
strangers, if she have washed the saints’ feet, if she have relieved the 
afflicted, if she have diligently followed every good work.

Proverbs 31 Referred to the Virtuous Woman.
1 Peter 4:9 Use hospitality one to another without grudging.
Leviticus 19:18 Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the 

children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am 
the LORD.

1 Timothy 5:11-14 But the younger widows refuse: for when they have 
begun to wax wanton against Christ, they will marry; 12 Having 
damnation, because they have cast off their first faith. 13 And withal 
they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house; and not only 
idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought 
not. 14 I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, 
guide the house, give none occasion to the adversary to speak 
reproachfully.

Titus 2:4 That they (elderly women) may teach the young women to be 
sober, to love their husbands, to love their children,

1 Timothy 5:15,16 For some are already turned aside after Satan. 16 If any 
man or woman that believeth have widows, let them relieve them, and 
let not the church be charged; that it may relieve them that are widows 
indeed.

Luke 18 Pray like the persistent widow.
Luke 18:7,8 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and 

night unto him, though he bear long with them? 8 I tell you that he will 
avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall 
he find faith on the earth?
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