
Ambitions - Godly Or Not - Matthew 20C

Matthew 20:19-28 And shall deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock, and to 
scourge, and to crucify Him: and the third day He shall rise again. 20 Then 
came to Him the mother of Zebedee’s children with her sons, worshipping 
Him, and desiring a certain thing of Him. 21 And He said unto her, What 
wilt thou? She saith unto Him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the 
one on Thy right hand, and the other on the left, in Thy kingdom. 22 But 
Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink 
of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I 
am baptized with? They say unto Him, We are able. 23 And He saith unto 
them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism 
that I am baptized with: but to sit on My right hand, and on My left, is not 
Mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of My 
Father. 24 And when the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation 
against the two brethren. 25 But Jesus called them unto Him, and said, Ye
know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and 
they that are great exercise authority upon them. 26 But it shall not be so 
among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your 
minister; 27 And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your 
servant: 28 Even as the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.

Deuteronomy 16:19 Thou shalt not wrest judgment; thou shalt not respect 
persons, neither take a gift: for a gift doth blind the eyes of the wise, and 
pervert the words of the righteous.

Matthew 20:20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Him with her 
sons, kneeling down and asking something from Him.

Salome Mary's sister was the wife of Zebedee.
Matthew 20:21 And He said to her, What do you wish? She said to Him, Grant 

that these two sons of mine may sit, one on Your right hand and the other 
on the left, in Your kingdom.

1 Kings 2 Summarized of Bathsheba asking a favour of King Solomon for 
Adonijah.

Referred to John as being the one whom Jesus loved.
John 13:23 Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of his disciples, 

whom Jesus loved.
Mark 5:37 And He suffered no man to follow Him, save Peter, and James, and

John the brother of James.
Luke 4 Referred to our Lord tested in the wilderness.
Luke 4:3,4 And the devil said unto Him, If Thou be the Son of God, command 



this stone that it be made bread. 4 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is 
written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every Word of God.

Matthew 20:22 But Jesus answered and said, You do not know what you ask.
Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink, and be baptized 
with the baptism that I am baptized with? They said to Him, We are able.

Referred to all the Apostles being martyred for their faith except John.
Revelation 22:20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come 

quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
Luke 22:31,34 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to

have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 34 And He said, I tell thee, Peter, 
the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that 
thou knowest Me.

Matthew 20:23 So He said to them, You will indeed drink My cup, and be 
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with; but to sit on My right 
hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it is 
prepared by My Father.

2 Corinthians 11 Referred to Paul's In Perils chapter.
2 Corinthians 12:7-9 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the 

abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, 
the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above 
measure. 8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart 
from me. 9 And He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for My 
strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather 
glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

Matthew 6:10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven.

Luke 12:48 But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, 
shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of 
him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of 
him they will ask the more.

Matthew 20:24 And when the ten heard it, they were greatly displeased with 
the two brothers.

Luke 9:54,55 And when His disciples James and John saw this, they said, 
Lord, wilt Thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, and 
consume them, even as Elias did? 55 But He turned, and rebuked them, 
and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of.

Matthew 20:25,26 But Jesus called them to Himself and said, You know that 
the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great 
exercise authority over them. 26 Yet it shall not be so among you; but 
whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant.

1 Peter 1:16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.



John 13:5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.

Matthew 20:27,28 And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your
slave - 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give His life a ransom for many.

Romans 14:11 For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow 
to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.

Matthew 4:23-25 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all 
manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people. 24 And 
his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick 
people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those 
which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatick, and 
those that had the palsy; and he healed them. 25 And there followed him 
great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from 
Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and from beyond Jordan.

Proverbs 16:18 Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a
fall.

Mark 10:35-45 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto Him, 
saying, Master, we would that Thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we 
shall desire. 36 And He said unto them, What would ye that I should do for 
you? 37 They said unto Him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on Thy 
right hand, and the other on Thy left hand, in Thy glory. 38 But Jesus said 
unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink 
of? and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? 39 And they 
said unto Him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of 
the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal 
shall ye be baptized: 40 But to sit on My right hand and on My left hand is 
not Mine to give; but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared. 41 
And when the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased with James 
and John. 42 But Jesus called them to Him, and saith unto them, Ye know 
that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship 
over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them. 43 But so 
shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be
your minister: 44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be 
servant of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.

2 Corinthians 12:20 (NKJV) For I fear lest, when I come, I shall not find you 
such as I wish, and that I shall be found by you such as you do not wish; 
lest there be contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish 
ambitions, backbitings, whisperings, conceits, tumults; etc... (in the 



Church).
2 Corinthians 12:20 (AV) For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you 

such as I would, and that I shall be found unto you such as ye would not: 
lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, 
swellings, tumults:

Strongs #2052 eritheia er-ith-i’-ah AV-strife 5, contention 1, contentious + 
1537 1; 7 1) electioneering or intriguing for office 1a) apparently, in the NT
a courting distinction, a desire to put one’s self forward, a partisan and 
fractious spirit which does not disdain low arts 1b) partisanship, 
fractiousness *** This word is found before NT times only in Aristotle 
where it denotes a self-seeking pursuit of political office by unfair means. 
(A&G) Paul exhorts to be one in the mind of Christ not putting self forward 
or being selfish (Philip 2:3). James 3:14 speaks against having selfishness 
or self-promoting in your heart.

Galatians 5:20 (NKJV) idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, 
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies,

Galatians 5:20 (AV) Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, 
strife, seditions, heresies,

Philippians 1:16 (NKJV) The former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not 
sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my chains;

Philippians 1:16 (AV) The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, 
supposing to add affliction to my bonds:

3 John 1:9,10 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the
preeminence among them, receiveth us not. 10 Wherefore, if I come, I will 
remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious 
words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the 
brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the 
church. ???

Philippians 2:3 (NKJV) Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than 
himself.

Philippians 2:3 (AV) Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in 
lowliness of mind (humility) let each esteem other better than themselves.

Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but 
to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of 
faith.

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Mark 10:28-31 Then Peter began to say unto Him, Lo, we have left all, and 
have followed Thee. 29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto 



you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father,
or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for My sake, and the gospel’s, 30 
But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and 
brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with 
persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life. 31 But many that are 
first shall be last; and the last first.

Luke 14:25-33 And there went great multitudes with Him: and He turned, and 
said unto them, 26 If any man come to Me, and hate not his father, and 
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own
life also, he cannot be My disciple. 27 And whosoever doth not bear his 
cross, and come after Me, cannot be My disciple. 28 For which of you, 
intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, 
whether he have sufficient to finish it? 29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the
foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him,
30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish. 31 Or what 
king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and 
consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh
against him with twenty thousand? 32 Or else, while the other is yet a 
great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of 
peace. 33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that 
he hath, he cannot be My disciple.

Luke 18 Referred to the rich young ruler.
Luke 14:34,35 Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith 

shall it be seasoned? 35 It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the 
dunghill; but men cast it out. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

1 Corinthians 16:15 I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of 
Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have addicted 
themselves to the ministry of the saints,)

Ezekiel 22:30 And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the 
hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not 
destroy it: but I found none.

Mark 1:40 And there came a leper to Him, beseeching Him, and kneeling 
down to Him, and saying unto Him, If thou wilt, Thou canst make me 
clean. 41 And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth His hand, and 
touched him, and saith unto him, I will; be thou clean.
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