
The Gathering At The River - Matthew 3B

Matthew 3:6 and (the people) were baptized by him (John the Baptist) in 
the Jordan, confessing their sins.

John 16:8 And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment:

Matthew 3:7-17 - V7-12 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, Brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bear fruits 
worthy of repentance, 9 and do not think to say to yourselves, We have 
Abraham as our father. For I say to you that God is able to raise up 
children to Abraham from these stones. 10 And even now the ax is laid 
to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 I indeed baptize you with 
water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I,
whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will 
thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the 
barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.

1 Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while 
some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows.

Luke 10 Summarized the Parable of the Good Samaritan.
Matthew 3:7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

coming to his baptism, he said to them, Brood of vipers! Who warned you
to flee from the wrath to come?

2 Chronicles 7:13,14 When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or 
command the locusts to devour the land, or send pestilence among My 
people, 14 if My people who are called by My name will humble 
themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked 
ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal 
their land.

Concise Bible Dictionary - Pharisees
This name was given to a religious school among the Jews; it is supposed 

to have been derived from the Hebrew word parash, signifying to 
separate; it was given to them by others, their chosen name being 
chasidim, pious ones. Josephus speaks of them as early as the reign of 



Jonathan (B.C. 161-144). They prided themselves on their superior 
sanctity of life, devotion to God, and their study of the law. The Pharisee 
in the parable thanked God that he was not as other men. Luke 18:11. 
Paul, when before Agrippa, spoke of them as the most straitest sect. The
Pharisees included all classes of men, rich and poor: they were 
numerous, and at times had great influence. In the council before which 
Paul was arraigned they were well represented. Acts 23:6-9. They were 
the great advocates of tradition, and were punctilious in paying tithes. In
many respects the ritualists of modern days resemble them. The Lord 
severely rebuked all their pretensions, and laid bare their wickedness as
well as their hypocrisy. It may have been that because of the great laxity
of the Jews generally, some at first devoutly sought for greater sanctity. 
Others, not sincere, may have joined themselves to the sect, and it thus 
degenerated from its original design, until its moral state became such 
as was exposed and denounced by the Lord. The very name has become 
a synonym for bigotry and formalism. Probably such men as Gamaliel, 
Nicodemus, and Saul were men of a different stamp, though all needed 
the regenerating power of grace to give them what they professed to 
seek.

John 3:7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.
Concise Bible Dictionary - Sadducees
Next to the Pharisees, the Sadducees were the most prominent sect of the 

Jews. The Pharisees made proselytes, but the Sadducees were much 
more exclusive, and therefore remained fewer in number. They did not 
believe in the resurrection, nor in angels, nor in spirits: they held that 
the soul perished with the body. Matt 22:23; Acts 4:1,2; 23:8. Though 
strict in regard to the written law of Moses, they repudiated the 
traditions of the elders, or what is called the oral law. They believed that
God punished a man’s sins during his life, and that man’s will was free, 
and he had power to restrain his passions. In consequence of this they 
were severe judges. The Lord Jesus warned His disciples against their 
doctrines, and denounced them as the offspring of vipers. The tenets of 
the modern rationalists have much in common with the Sadducees.

Matthew 3:7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming to his baptism, he said to them, Brood (generation) of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

Ezekiel 8 Summarized of the vision through the knothole.
Luke 16 Summarized the Parable of the Rich man & Lazarus.
Matthew 3:8 Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance,



Hebrews 13 Summarized Paul's admonitions. 
Matthew 23 Summarized of our Lord's 8 woes on the religious leaders.
Mark 16:16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that 

believeth not shall be damned.
Matthew 3:9 and do not think to say to yourselves, We have Abraham as our

father. For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham 
from these stones.

1 Corinthians 11 Summarized of another jesus, gospel, and spirit.
Matthew 7:21 Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.
Acts 19 Summarized of the seven sons of Sceva.
Joshua 4:9 And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan, in the 

place where the feet of the priests which bare the ark of the covenant 
stood: and they are there unto this day.

Isaiah 64:6 But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our 
righteousnesses are like filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our 
iniquities, like the wind, Have taken us away.

Matthew 3:10 And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. 
Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.

Matthew 7:20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.
Matthew 3:11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who 

is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to 
carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

James 2:10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all.

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed
unto the day of redemption.

Acts 9:5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus 
whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

Acts 1 is without the Holy Spirit, Acts 2 has the baptism or infilling of the 
Holy Spirit.

Matthew 3:12 His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly 
clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He 
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.

Matthew 25:31-46 V31,32 When the Son of Man (Jesus) comes in His glory, 
and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His 



glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will 
separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from 
the goats.

Revelation 19 Referred to Jesus' second coming.
John 10 Referred to the Good Shepherd.
Matthew 25:33,34 And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the 

goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 
Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world:

Matthew 5 Referred to the Beatitudes "Blessed be..."
John 14:2 In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I 

would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
Matthew 25:35,36 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and 

you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was naked 
and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and 
you came to Me.

Luke 10 Jesus fulfilled these in the Parable of the Good Samaritan.
James 2:17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.
Acts 89 But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the

same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out
that himself was some great one:

Acts 13:10 And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the 
devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the
right ways of the Lord?

Matthew 25:37-40 Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, Lord, when 
did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 
When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe 
You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You? 40 
And the King will answer and say to them, Assuredly, I say to you, 
inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it
to Me.

John 13 Summarized of Jesus washing the disciples' feet.
Numbers 12:3 (Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men 

which were upon the face of the earth.)
Corinthians 6:2 (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in 

the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)

Matthew 25:41-44 Then He will also say to those on the left hand, Depart 
from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and 



his angels: for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and 
you gave Me no drink; 43 I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, 
naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit 
Me. 44 Then they also will answer Him, saying, Lord, when did we see 
You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did 
not minister to You? 

Leviticus 19:18 Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the 
children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am 
the LORD.

Deuteronomy 6:5 And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Matthew 25:45,46 Then He will answer them, saying, Assuredly, I say to 
you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did 
not do it to Me. 46 And these will go away into everlasting punishment, 
but the righteous into eternal life.

Strongs #166 eternal and everlasting
Isaiah 41:16 You shall winnow them, the wind shall carry them away, And 

the whirlwind shall scatter them; You shall rejoice in the LORD, And 
glory in the Holy One of Israel.

Jeremiah 4:11 At that time it will be said To this people and to Jerusalem, 
"A dry wind of the desolate heights blows in the wilderness Toward the 
daughter of My people — Not to fan or to cleanse — 

Jeremiah 15:7 And I will winnow them with a winnowing fan in the gates of 
the land; I will bereave them of children; I will destroy My people, Since 
they do not return from their ways.

Acts 17:30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now 
commandeth all men every where to repent:

Revelation 2:5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and 
repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.
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