
The Levites - Then And Now - Joshua 21

Numbers 35 Summarized of the Levites.
Joshua 20:3 That the slayer that killeth any person unawares and unwittingly

may flee thither: and they shall be your refuge from the avenger of blood.
Joshua 21:1-2 Then came near the heads of the fathers of the Levites unto 

Eleazar the priest, and unto Joshua the son of Nun, and unto the heads of 
the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel; 2 And they spake unto 
them at Shiloh in the land of Canaan, saying, The LORD commanded by the
hand of Moses to give us cities to dwell in, with the suburbs thereof for 
our cattle.

Joshua 19:49 When they had made an end of dividing the land for inheritance 
by their coasts, the children of Israel gave an inheritance to Joshua the 
son of Nun among them:

Matthew 6:6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when 
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy 
Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.

Matthew 6:8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth 
what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.

Matthew 26:28 For this is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins.

Joshua 21:3,4 And the children of Israel gave unto the Levites out of their 
inheritance, at the commandment of the LORD, these cities and their 
suburbs. 4 And the lot came out for the families of the Kohathites: and the 
children of Aaron the priest, which were of the Levites, had by lot out of 
the tribe of Judah, and out of the tribe of Simeon, and out of the tribe of 
Benjamin, thirteen cities.

Numbers 16 Summarized of Korah etc.
1 Corinthians 12:12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all 

the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.
Colossians 3:23whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, & not to men;
Summarized the division of cities to the Levites.
Joshua 21:5-42 And the rest of the children of Kohath had by lot out of the 

families of the tribe of Ephraim, and out of the tribe of Dan, and out of the 
half tribe of Manasseh, ten cities. 6 And the children of Gershon had by lot 
out of the families of the tribe of Issachar, and out of the tribe of Asher, 
and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of the half tribe of Manasseh in 
Bashan, thirteen cities. 7 The children of Merari by their families had out 
of the tribe of Reuben, and out of the tribe of Gad, and out of the tribe of 
Zebulun, twelve cities. 8 And the children of Israel gave by lot unto the 
Levites these cities with their suburbs, as the LORD commanded by the 



hand of Moses. 9 And they gave out of the tribe of the children of Judah, 
and out of the tribe of the children of Simeon, these cities which are here 
mentioned by name, 10 Which the children of Aaron, being of the families 
of the Kohathites, who were of the children of Levi, had: for theirs was the
first lot. 11 And they gave them the city of Arba the father of Anak, which 
city is Hebron, in the hill country of Judah, with the suburbs thereof round 
about it. 12 But the fields of the city, and the villages thereof, gave they to
Caleb the son of Jephunneh for his possession. 13 Thus they gave to the 
children of Aaron the priest Hebron with her suburbs, to be a city of refuge
for the slayer; and Libnah with her suburbs, 14 And Jattir with her 
suburbs, and Eshtemoa with her suburbs, 15 And Holon with her suburbs, 
and Debir with her suburbs, 16 And Ain with her suburbs, and Juttah with 
her suburbs, and Bethshemesh with her suburbs; nine cities out of those 
two tribes. 17 And out of the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon with her suburbs, 
Geba with her suburbs, 18 Anathoth with her suburbs, and Almon with her 
suburbs; four cities. 19 All the cities of the children of Aaron, the priests, 
were thirteen cities with their suburbs. 20 And the families of the children 
of Kohath, the Levites which remained of the children of Kohath, even 
they had the cities of their lot out of the tribe of Ephraim. 21 For they gave
them Shechem with her suburbs in mount Ephraim, to be a city of refuge 
for the slayer; and Gezer with her suburbs, 22 And Kibzaim with her 
suburbs, and Bethhoron with her suburbs; four cities. 23 And out of the 
tribe of Dan, Eltekeh with her suburbs, Gibbethon with her suburbs, 24 
Aijalon with her suburbs, Gathrimmon with her suburbs; four cities. 25 And
out of the half tribe of Manasseh, Tanach with her suburbs, and 
Gathrimmon with her suburbs; two cities. 26 All the cities were ten with 
their suburbs for the families of the children of Kohath that remained. 27 
And unto the children of Gershon, of the families of the Levites, out of the 
other half tribe of Manasseh they gave Golan in Bashan with her suburbs, 
to be a city of refuge for the slayer; and Beeshterah with her suburbs; two 
cities. 28 And out of the tribe of Issachar, Kishon with her suburbs, 
Dabareh with her suburbs, 29 Jarmuth with her suburbs, Engannim with 
her suburbs; four cities. 30 And out of the tribe of Asher, Mishal with her 
suburbs, Abdon with her suburbs, 31 Helkath with her suburbs, and Rehob 
with her suburbs; four cities. 32 And out of the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh in
Galilee with her suburbs, to be a city of refuge for the slayer; and 
Hammothdor with her suburbs, and Kartan with her suburbs; three cities. 
33 All the cities of the Gershonites according to their families were 
thirteen cities with their suburbs. 34 And unto the families of the children 
of Merari, the rest of the Levites, out of the tribe of Zebulun, Jokneam with
her suburbs, and Kartah with her suburbs, 35 Dimnah with her suburbs, 
Nahalal with her suburbs; four cities. 36 And out of the tribe of Reuben, 



Bezer with her suburbs, and Jahazah with her suburbs, 37 Kedemoth with 
her suburbs, and Mephaath with her suburbs; four cities. 38 And out of the 
tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead with her suburbs, to be a city of refuge for 
the slayer; and Mahanaim with her suburbs, 39 Heshbon with her suburbs, 
Jazer with her suburbs; four cities in all. 40 So all the cities for the 
children of Merari by their families, which were remaining of the families 
of the Levites, were by their lot twelve cities. 41 All the cities of the 
Levites within the possession of the children of Israel were forty and eight
cities with their suburbs. 42 These cities were every one with their 
suburbs round about them: thus were all these cities.

Joshua 21:43-45 And the LORD gave unto Israel all the land which he sware 
to give unto their fathers; and they possessed it, and dwelt therein. 44 And
the LORD gave them rest round about, according to all that he sware unto 
their fathers: and there stood not a man of all their enemies before them; 
the LORD delivered all their enemies into their hand. 45 There failed not 
ought of any good thing which the LORD had spoken unto the house of 
Israel; all came to pass.

Matthew 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

Numbers 35:1-8 And the LORD spake unto Moses in the plains of Moab by 
Jordan near Jericho, saying, 2 Command the children of Israel, that they 
give unto the Levites of the inheritance of their possession cities to dwell 
in; and ye shall give also unto the Levites suburbs for the cities round 
about them. 3 And the cities shall they have to dwell in; and the suburbs of
them shall be for their cattle, and for their goods, and for all their beasts. 
4 And the suburbs of the cities, which ye shall give unto the Levites, shall 
reach from the wall of the city and outward a thousand cubits round 
about. 5 And ye shall measure from without the city on the east side two 
thousand cubits, and on the south side two thousand cubits, and on the 
west side two thousand cubits, and on the north side two thousand cubits;
and the city shall be in the midst: this shall be to them the suburbs of the 
cities. 6 And among the cities which ye shall give unto the Levites there 
shall be six cities for refuge, which ye shall appoint for the manslayer, 
that he may flee thither: and to them ye shall add forty and two cities. 7 
So all the cities which ye shall give to the Levites shall be forty and eight 
cities: them shall ye give with their suburbs. 8 And the cities which ye 
shall give shall be of the possession of the children of Israel: from them 
that have many ye shall give many; but from them that have few ye shall 
give few: every one shall give of his cities unto the Levites according to 
his inheritance which he inheriteth.

Concise Bible Dictionary - Levites - The tribe that descended from Levi, son 
of Jacob. When Moses came down from the mount and saw the golden calf



which the people had made, he asked, "Who is on the Lord's side? let him 
come unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto
him." He bade them gird on their swords and slay every man his brother, 
his companion, and his neighbour. And there fell of the people that day 
about three thousand. Moses spoke of it as consecrating themselves to 
the Lord, every man upon his son, and upon his brother, that God might 
bestow a blessing upon them. #Exodus 32:26-29. The Levites were chosen
by God as a redemption for all the firstborn of Israel, which God claimed 
for Himself. They thus became wholly His, and they were given to Aaron to
minister in all that pertained to the service of the tabernacle, except the 
priesthood, which was restricted to Aaron and his descendants. #Num 3:5-
51. Of the Levites there were three main branches: the GERSHONITES, the
KOHATHITES, and the MERARITES. Moses and Aaron were descendants of
Kohath. When the camp of Israel rested, this tribe surrounded the 
tabernacle. When it moved they had to carry its various parts and the 
sacred things belonging thereto. According to #Num 4:3, etc, the Levites 
appear to have commenced their tabernacle service at the age of thirty; 
but in #Num 8:24-26 the age is given as twenty-five. It may be that they 
spent the first five years on probation, learning their duties. When Israel 
had settled in Canaan and the labour of carrying the tabernacle was over, 
they commenced their service at the age of twenty. They laboured till they
were fifty years of age. #1Chr 23:24-27. Before the Levites entered upon 
any service they were thoroughly cleansed and consecrated. The children 
of Israel put their hands upon them, and Aaron offered them "before the 
Lord for an offering of the children of Israel" that they might execute the 
service of the Lord. An atonement was made for them. #Num 8:5-26. The 
Levites had no inheritance in the land, and in order that they might be free
to serve the Lord, tithes were given them. #Num 18:1-32. Forty-eight cities
were given to them as places to dwell in, and the suburbs thereof for their 
cattle. Six of these cities were to be CITIES OF REFUGE. #Num 35:1-8. The
names of the cities are given in #Josh 20:7-9; 21:1-42. In the time of David 
the Levites were set over 'the service of song;' others were door-keepers: 
some were singers and others played on various instruments. #1Chr 6:31; 
15:16,26. In the days of Hezekiah, after the temple had been cleansed, the
Levites apparently helped to flay the sacrifices, being found "more upright 
in heart to sanctify themselves than the priests." #2Chr 29:34. At the 
Passover that followed, the Levites had the charge of killing the passover 
lambs for the people who were unclean. #2Chr 30:17. On the return from 
exile the Levites helped to explain the law to the people. #Neh 8:7,8. In 
the N. T. the Levites are mentioned only in #Luke 10:32; John 1:19; Acts 
4:36. The Levites are typical of Christians, who are redeemed, cleansed, &
consecrated to the service of the Lord, & have no inheritance on earth.



Numbers 8:5,6 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 6 Take the Levites 
from among the children of Israel, and cleanse them.

Leviticus 21 Summarized V21 No man that hath a blemish of the seed of 
Aaron the priest shall come nigh to offer the offerings of the LORD made 
by fire: he hath a blemish; he shall not come nigh to offer the bread of his 
God.

Numbers 8:7-16 And thus shalt thou do unto them, to cleanse them: Sprinkle 
water of purifying upon them, and let them shave all their flesh, and let 
them wash their clothes, and so make themselves clean. 8 Then let them 
take a young bullock with his meat offering, even fine flour mingled with 
oil, and another young bullock shalt thou take for a sin offering. 9 And thou
shalt bring the Levites before the tabernacle of the congregation: and thou
shalt gather the whole assembly of the children of Israel together: 10 And 
thou shalt bring the Levites before the LORD: and the children of Israel 
shall put their hands upon the Levites: 11 And Aaron shall offer the Levites
before the LORD for an offering of the children of Israel, that they may 
execute the service of the LORD. 12 And the Levites shall lay their hands 
upon the heads of the bullocks: & thou shalt offer the one for a sin 
offering, & the other for a burnt offering, unto the LORD, to make an atone-
ment for the Levites. 13 And thou shalt set the Levites before Aaron, & 
before his sons, & offer them for an offering unto the LORD. 14 Thus shalt 
thou separate the Levites from among the children of Israel: & the Levites 
shall be mine. 15 And after that shall the Levites go in to do the service of 
the tabernacle of the congregation: & thou shalt cleanse them, and offer 
them for an offering. 16 For they are wholly given unto me from among the 
children of Israel; instead of such as open every womb, even instead of 
the firstborn of all the children of Israel, have I taken them unto me.

Numbers 8:17-19 For all the firstborn of the children of Israel are mine, both 
man and beast: on the day that I smote every firstborn in the land of Egypt
I sanctified them for myself. 18 And I have taken the Levites for all the 
firstborn of the children of Israel. 19 And I have given the Levites as a gift 
to Aaron and to his sons from among the children of Israel, to do the 
service of the children of Israel in the tabernacle of the congregation, and 
to make an atonement for the children of Israel: that there be no plague 
among the children of Israel, when the children of Israel come nigh unto 
the sanctuary.

Exodus 19:12 And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, saying,
Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the 
border of it: whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death:

Numbers 8:20,21 And Moses, and Aaron, and all the congregation of the 
children of Israel, did to the Levites according unto all that the LORD 
commanded Moses concerning the Levites, so did the children of Israel 



unto them. 21 And the Levites were purified, and they washed their 
clothes; and Aaron offered them as an offering before the LORD; and Aaron
made an atonement for them to cleanse them.

Exodus 30:21 So they (Aaron & sons) shall wash their hands and their feet, 
that they die not: and it shall be a statute for ever to them, even to him 
and to his seed throughout their generations.

1 Corinthians 11:28,30 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of 
that bread, and drink of that cup. 30 For this cause many are weak and 
sickly among you, and many sleep.

Numbers 8:22-24 And after that went the Levites in to do their service in the 
tabernacle of the congregation before Aaron, and before his sons: as the 
LORD had commanded Moses concerning the Levites, so did they unto 
them. 23 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 24 This is it that 
belongeth unto the Levites: from 25 years old and upward they shall go in 
to wait upon the service of the tabernacle of the congregation:

Numbers 8:25,26 And from the age of 50 years they shall cease waiting upon 
the service thereof, & shall serve no more: 26 But shall minister with their 
brethren in the tabernacle of the congregation, to keep the charge, & shall
do no service. Thus shalt thou do unto the Levites touching their charge.

Strongs #03881 Leviyiy lay-vee-ee' or Leviy lay-vee' AV-Levite 286; Levite = 
see Levi "joined to" 

1) the descendants of Levi, the 3rd son of Jacob by Leah 
1a) the tribe descended from Levi specially set aside by God for His service

Deuteronomy 33:8-11 And of Levi he said: Let Your Thummim and Your Urim 
be with Your holy one, Whom You tested at Massah, And with whom You 
contended at the waters of Meribah, 9 Who says of his father and mother, I
have not seen them; Nor did he acknowledge his brothers, Or know his 
own children; For they have observed Your word And kept Your covenant. 
10 They shall teach Jacob Your judgments, And Israel Your law. They shall
put incense before You, And a whole burnt sacrifice on Your altar. 11 
Bless his substance, LORD, And accept the work of his hands; Strike the 
loins of those who rise against him, And of those who hate him, that they 
rise not again.

Exodus 20 - 22 God's Explanation of the 10 Commandments.
Luke 10:32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and 

looked on him, and passed by on the other side. Summarized of this 
parable of the Good Samaritan - Jesus.

John 1:19 And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou?

Acts 4:36 And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which 
is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, & of Cyprus,

Leviticus 22:19,20 Ye shall offer at your own will a male without blemish, of 



the beeves, of the sheep, or of the goats. 20 But whatsoever hath a 
blemish, that shall ye not offer: for it shall not be acceptable for you.

Malachi 1:8 And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer 
the lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor; will he be 
pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the LORD of hosts.

Titus 1 Referred to other account of God's leaders qualifications.
1 Timothy 3:1,2 This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, 

he desireth a good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband 
of one wife, vigilant, sober (not a fool), of good behaviour, given to 
hospitality, apt to teach (from the Word of God , etc.);

Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.
1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 

roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:
1 Timothy 3:3- Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but 

patient, not a brawler, not covetous; 4 One that ruleth well his own house, 
having his children in subjection with all gravity; 5 (For if a man know not 
how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) 6
Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation 
of the devil. 7 Moreover he must have a good report of them which are 
without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 8 Likewise 
must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, 
not greedy of filthy lucre; 9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure 
conscience. 10 And let these also first be proved; then let them use the 
office of a deacon, being found blameless. 11 Even so must their wives be 
grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. 12 Let the deacons be 
the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well. 
13 For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to 
themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in 
Christ Jesus. 14 These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee 
shortly: 15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to 
behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, 
the pillar and ground of the truth. 16 And without controversy great is the 
mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, 
seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, 
received up into glory.

God's leaders are to be wholly committed to the Lord.
1 Timothy 3:1 This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he 

desireth a good work.
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