
Dan - A Judge - Joshua 19F

Joshua 19:40-51 And the seventh lot came out for the tribe of the children of 
Dan according to their families. 41 And the coast of their inheritance was 
Zorah, and Eshtaol, and Irshemesh, 42 And Shaalabbin, and Ajalon, and 
Jethlah, 43 And Elon, and Thimnathah, and Ekron, 44 And Eltekeh, and 
Gibbethon, and Baalath, 45 And Jehud, and Beneberak, and Gathrimmon, 
46 And Mejarkon, and Rakkon, with the border before Japho. 47 And the 
coast of the children of Dan went out too little for them: therefore the 
children of Dan went up to fight against Leshem, and took it, and smote it 
with the edge of the sword, and possessed it, and dwelt therein, and 
called Leshem, Dan, after the name of Dan their father. 48 This is the 
inheritance of the tribe of the children of Dan according to their families, 
these cities with their villages. 49 When they had made an end of dividing 
the land for inheritance by their coasts, the children of Israel gave an 
inheritance to Joshua the son of Nun among them: 50 According to the 
word of the LORD they gave him the city which he asked, even 
Timnathserah in mount Ephraim: and he built the city, and dwelt therein. 
51 These are the inheritances, which Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the 
son of Nun, and the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children of 
Israel, divided for an inheritance by lot in Shiloh before the LORD, at the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation. So they made an end of 
dividing the country.

Joshua 19:47 And the coast of the children of Dan went out too little for 
them: therefore the children of Dan went up to fight against Leshem, and 
took it, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and possessed it, and 
dwelt therein, and called Leshem, Dan, after the name of Dan their father.

Later some of the Danites went to another northern area to get more land.
Concise Bible Dictionary - Dan - Fifth son of Jacob, and first of Bilhah, 

Rachel's maid. #Gen 30:6. Little is recorded of him personally: only one 
son is mentioned in #Gen 46:23. The tribe of Dan was, however, numerous:
at the Exodus there were 62,700 fighting men, exceeding all the tribes 
except Judah; and at the second numbering they had increased to 64,400. 
#Num 1:39; 26:42,43. Yet when in the land the Amorites forced the 
children of Dan into the mountains: for they would not suffer them to come
down to the valley, #Judg 1:34. This shewed great want of faith in the 
DANITES (as they are called in #Judg 13:2; 18:1,11; 1Chr 12:35); and 
Deborah in her song said, 'Why did Dan remain in ships,' when the Lord's 
enemies were being destroyed? Their portion fell on the sea-coast 
between those of Manasseh and Judah. It was small in comparison with 
their numbers, which occasioned some going north and building the city of



Dan. Dan was not conspicuous among the tribes, but Aholiab, who helped 
Bezaleel in the work of the tabernacle, was of the tribe, #Exod 31:6; and 
Samson also. When Jacob blessed his sons he said, "Dan shall judge his 
people, as one of the tribes of Israel. Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an
adder in the path, that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall 
backward." #Gen 49:16,17. This tribe was guilty of setting up very early in 
the land the idolatry, which continued until the people were carried into 
captivity. #Judg 18:30,31. One naturally associates 'the adder that biteth 
the heels' with the serpent that would bruise the heel of the seed of the 
woman. #Gen 3:15. It seems to suggest that the Antichrist will arise out of
the tribe of Dan, and this indeed has been the judgement of Christians 
from the earliest times. Moses said, "Dan is a lion's whelp: he shall leap 
from Bashan," #Deut 33:22, which may be a prophecy that Dan would do 
the work of Satan: #Ps 22:12,13. This thought is confirmed by Dan's name 
being absent from 1Chr. ii.-viii. (the book that records much of grace and 
blessing), and being omitted also from the list of tribes from each of which
twelve thousand will be sealed in a future day. #Rev 7:3-8. Still God's 
promises to the twelve tribes will be kept, and the tribe of Dan will have 
its portion in the land as prophesied in #Ezek 48:1,2,32.

Strongs #01835 Dan dawn AV-Dan 70, variant 1; 71 Dan =" a judge" 
1) the 5th son of Jacob, the 1st of Bilhah, Rachel's handmaid 
2) the tribe descended from Dan, the son of Jacob 
3) a city in Dan, the most northern landmark of Palestine 
Genesis 14:14 And when Abram heard that his brother (nephew Lot) was 

taken captive, he armed his trained servants, born in his own house, three 
hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan.

Genesis 30:6 And Rachel said, God hath judged me, and hath also heard my 
voice, and hath given me a son: therefore called she his name Dan.

Genesis 35:25 And the sons of Bilhah, Rachel's handmaid; Dan, and Naphtali:
Genesis 46:23 And the sons of Dan; Hushim.
Genesis 49:16-18 Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. 17 

Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the 
horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward. 18 I have waited for thy 
salvation, O LORD.

1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

Exodus 31:6 And I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab, the son of 
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan: & in the hearts of all that are wise hearted 
I have put wisdom, that they may make all that I have commanded thee;

Exodus 31:3 And I have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in 
understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship,

Exodus 31:7-11 The tabernacle of the congregation, and the ark of the 



testimony, and the mercy seat that is thereupon, and all the furniture of 
the tabernacle, 8 And the table and his furniture, and the pure candlestick 
with all his furniture, and the altar of incense, 9 And the altar of burnt 
offering with all his furniture, and the laver and his foot, 10 And the cloths 
of service, and the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments of
his sons, to minister in the priest's office, 11 And the anointing oil, and 
sweet incense for the holy place: according to all that I have commanded 
thee shall they do.

Exodus 38:23 And with him was Aholiab, son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of 
Dan, an engraver, and a cunning workman, and an embroiderer in blue, and
in purple, and in scarlet, and fine linen.

Leviticus 24:11 And the Israelitish woman's son blasphemed the name of the 
LORD, and cursed. And they brought him unto Moses: (and his mother's 
name was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan:) 
(Summarized the account.)

1 Samuel 15:22 And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to 
obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.

Numbers 1:39 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Dan, 
were threescore and two thousand and seven hundred.

Numbers 2:25 The standard of the camp of Dan shall be on the north side by 
their armies: and the captain of the children of Dan shall be Ahiezer the 
son of Ammishaddai.

Deuteronomy 27:13 And these shall stand upon mount Ebal to curse; Reuben,
Gad, and Asher, and Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali.

Deuteronomy 27 & 28 - Blessings & curses.
Deuteronomy 33:22 (Moses) And of Dan he said, Dan is a lion's whelp: he 

shall leap from Bashan.
Judges 1:34,35 And the Amorites forced the children of Dan into the 

mountain: for they would not suffer them to come down to the valley: 35 
But the Amorites would dwell in mount Heres in Aijalon, and in Shaalbim: 
yet the hand of the house of Joseph (Ephriam) prevailed, so that they 
became tributaries.

Judges 1:3 And Judah said unto Simeon his brother, Come up with me into 
my lot, that we may fight against the Canaanites; and I likewise will go 
with thee into thy lot. So Simeon went with him.

Judges 5:17 (Deborah) Gilead abode beyond Jordan: and why did Dan remain 
in ships? Asher continued on the sea shore, and abode in his breaches.

Judges 13:2 And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the 
Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren, and bare not.

Summarized of Samson's judging Israel.
Judges 16:30 And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he 



bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon the lords, and 
upon all the people that were therein. So the dead which he slew at his 
death were more than they which he slew in his life.

There were 3 Nazerites from birth - Samuel, Samson, & John the Baptist.
Judges 13:25 And the Spirit of the LORD began to move him (Samson) at 

times in the camp of Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol.
Judges 18:1  In those days there was no king in Israel: and in those days the 

tribe of the Danites sought them an inheritance to dwell in; for unto that 
day all their inheritance had not fallen unto them among the tribes of 
Israel.

The Danites expected God to clear their land & did not work to occupy it.
Numbers 16 Summarized of Dathan, Abiram, Korah, etc.
Judges 20:1  Then all the children of Israel went out, and the congregation 

was gathered together as one man, from Dan even to Beersheba, with the 
land of Gilead, unto the LORD in Mizpeh. Summarized the account.

1 Samuel 3:20 And all Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew that Samuel 
was established to be a prophet of the LORD.

1 Samuel 2:29 Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice and at mine offering, which I
have commanded in my habitation; and honourest thy sons above Me, to 
make yourselves fat with the chiefest of all the offerings of Israel my 
people?

1 Kings 12:29 And he set the one in Bethel, and the other put he in Dan.
1 Kings 12 Summarized of Jeroboam.
1 Kings 13:2 And he cried against the altar in the word of the LORD, and said,

O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD; Behold, a child shall be born unto the 
house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he offer the priests of
the high places that burn incense upon thee, and men's bones shall be 
burnt upon thee.

1 Kings 15:20 So Benhadad hearkened unto king Asa, and sent the captains 
of the hosts which he had against the cities of Israel, and smote Ijon, and 
Dan, and Abelbethmaachah, and all Cinneroth, with all the land of 
Naphtali.

Many times dan took the brunt of the enemy's attack being to the far north.
2 Kings 10:29  Howbeit from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who 

made Israel to sin, Jehu departed not from after them, to wit, the golden 
calves that were in Bethel, and that were in Dan.

Summarized the reforming kings of Judah.
1 Chronicles 12:35 And of the Danites expert in war twenty and eight 

thousand and six hundred.
2 Chronicles 2:14 The son of a woman of the daughters of Dan, and his father

was a man of Tyre, skilful to work in gold, and in silver, in brass, in iron, in 
stone, and in timber, in purple, in blue, and in fine linen, and in crimson; 



also to grave any manner of graving, and to find out every device which 
shall be put to him, with thy cunning men, and with the cunning men of my
lord David thy father. (in building the Temple for Solomon.)

2 Chronicles 30:5 So they established a decree to make proclamation 
throughout all Israel, from Beersheba even to Dan, that they should come 
to keep the passover unto the LORD God of Israel at Jerusalem: for they 
had not done it of a long time in such sort as it was written.

Ezekiel 48:1  Now these are the names of the tribes. From the north end to 
the coast of the way of Hethlon, as one goeth to Hamath, Hazarenan, the 
border of Damascus northward, to the coast of Hamath; for these are his 
sides east and west; a portion for Dan. (God's grace.)

Amos 8:11 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a 
famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of 
hearing the words of the LORD:

Amos 8:14 They that swear by the sin of Samaria, and say, Thy god, O Dan, 
liveth; and, The manner of Beersheba liveth; even they shall fall, and never
rise up again.

Exodus 12:12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will 
smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and 
against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.

1 Peter 4:17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of 
God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not 
the gospel of God?

John 2:17 And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine
house hath eaten me up.

More service Notes:
Judges 18:1-31 In those days there was no king in Israel: and in those days 

the tribe of the Danites sought them an inheritance to dwell in; for unto 
that day all their inheritance had not fallen unto them among the tribes of 
Israel. 2 And the children of Dan sent of their family five men from their 
coasts, men of valour, from Zorah, and from Eshtaol, to spy out the land, 
and to search it; and they said unto them, Go, search the land: who when 
they came to mount Ephraim, to the house of Micah, they lodged there. 3 
When they were by the house of Micah, they knew the voice of the young 
man the Levite: and they turned in thither, and said unto him, Who brought
thee hither? and what makest thou in this place? and what hast thou 
here? 4 And he said unto them, Thus and thus dealeth Micah with me, and 
hath hired me, and I am his priest. 5 And they said unto him, Ask counsel, 
we pray thee, of God, that we may know whether our way which we go 
shall be prosperous. 6 And the priest said unto them, Go in peace: before 
the LORD is your way wherein ye go. 7 Then the five men departed, and 
came to Laish, and saw the people that were therein, how they dwelt 



careless, after the manner of the Zidonians, quiet and secure; and there 
was no magistrate in the land, that might put them to shame in any thing; 
and they were far from the Zidonians, and had no business with any man. 
8 And they came unto their brethren to Zorah and Eshtaol: and their 
brethren said unto them, What say ye? 9 And they said, Arise, that we may
go up against them: for we have seen the land, and, behold, it is very good:
and are ye still? be not slothful to go, and to enter to possess the land. 10 
When ye go, ye shall come unto a people secure, and to a large land: for 
God hath given it into your hands; a place where there is no want of any 
thing that is in the earth. 11 And there went from thence of the family of 
the Danites, out of Zorah and out of Eshtaol, six hundred men appointed 
with weapons of war. 12 And they went up, and pitched in Kirjathjearim, in
Judah: wherefore they called that place Mahanehdan unto this day: 
behold, it is behind Kirjathjearim. 13 And they passed thence unto mount 
Ephraim, and came unto the house of Micah. 14 Then answered the five 
men that went to spy out the country of Laish, and said unto their 
brethren, Do ye know that there is in these houses an ephod, and 
teraphim, and a graven image, and a molten image? now therefore 
consider what ye have to do. 15 And they turned thitherward, and came to 
the house of the young man the Levite, even unto the house of Micah, and 
saluted him. 16 And the six hundred men appointed with their weapons of 
war, which were of the children of Dan, stood by the entering of the gate. 
17 And the five men that went to spy out the land went up, and came in 
thither, and took the graven image, and the ephod, and the teraphim, and 
the molten image: and the priest stood in the entering of the gate with the 
six hundred men that were appointed with weapons of war. 18 And these 
went into Micah's house, and fetched the carved image, the ephod, and 
the teraphim, and the molten image. Then said the priest unto them, What 
do ye? 19 And they said unto him, Hold thy peace, lay thine hand upon thy 
mouth, and go with us, and be to us a father and a priest: is it better for 
thee to be a priest unto the house of one man, or that thou be a priest unto
a tribe and a family in Israel? 20 And the priest's heart was glad, and he 
took the ephod, and the teraphim, and the graven image, and went in the 
midst of the people. 21 So they turned and departed, and put the little 
ones and the cattle and the carriage before them. 22 And when they were 
a good way from the house of Micah, the men that were in the houses near
to Micah's house were gathered together, and overtook the children of 
Dan. 23 And they cried unto the children of Dan. And they turned their 
faces, and said unto Micah, What aileth thee, that thou comest with such 
a company? 24 And he said, Ye have taken away my gods which I made, 
and the priest, and ye are gone away: and what have I more? and what is 
this that ye say unto me, What aileth thee? 25 And the children of Dan said



unto him, Let not thy voice be heard among us, lest angry fellows run upon
thee, and thou lose thy life, with the lives of thy household. 26 And the 
children of Dan went their way: and when Micah saw that they were too 
strong for him, he turned and went back unto his house. 27 And they took 
the things which Micah had made, and the priest which he had, and came 
unto Laish, unto a people that were at quiet and secure: and they smote 
them with the edge of the sword, and burnt the city with fire. 28 And there
was no deliverer, because it was far from Zidon, and they had no business 
with any man; and it was in the valley that lieth by Bethrehob. And they 
built a city, and dwelt therein. 29 And they called the name of the city 
Dan, after the name of Dan their father, who was born unto Israel: howbeit
the name of the city was Laish at the first. 30 And the children of Dan set 
up the graven image: and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of 
Manasseh, he and his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of 
the captivity of the land. 31 And they set them up Micah's graven image, 
which he made, all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh.

1 Kings 12:25-33 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephraim, and dwelt 
therein; and went out from thence, and built Penuel. 26 And Jeroboam said
in his heart, Now shall the kingdom return to the house of David: 27 If this 
people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then 
shall the heart of this people turn again unto their lord, even unto 
Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to 
Rehoboam king of Judah. 28 Whereupon the king took counsel, and made 
two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to 
Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the 
land of Egypt. 29 And he set the one in Bethel, and the other put he in Dan.
30 And this thing became a sin: for the people went to worship before the 
one, even unto Dan. 31 And he made an house of high places, and made 
priests of the lowest of the people, which were not of the sons of Levi. 32 
And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day of
the month, like unto the feast that is in Judah, and he offered upon the 
altar. So did he in Bethel, sacrificing unto the calves that he had made: 
and he placed in Bethel the priests of the high places which he had made. 
33 So he offered upon the altar which he had made in Bethel the fifteenth 
day of the eighth month, even in the month which he had devised of his 
own heart; and ordained a feast unto the children of Israel: and he offered 
upon the altar, and burnt incense.
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