
Simeon - Instrument of Cruelty - Joshua 19A

Genesis 49:5 Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in 
their habitations.

Summarized the families getting their inheritance.
Joshua 18:3 And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, How long are ye 

slack to go to possess the land, which the LORD God of your fathers 
hath given you?

Joshua 19:1-9 And the second lot came forth to Simeon, even for the tribe 
of the children of Simeon according to their families: and their 
inheritance was within the inheritance of the children of Judah. 2 And 
they had in their inheritance Beersheba, or Sheba, and Moladah, 3 And 
Hazarshual, and Balah, and Azem, 4 And Eltolad, and Bethul, and 
Hormah, 5 And Ziklag, and Bethmarcaboth, and Hazarsusah, 6 And 
Bethlebaoth, and Sharuhen; thirteen cities and their villages: 7 Ain, 
Remmon, and Ether, and Ashan; four cities and their villages: 8 And all 
the villages that were round about these cities to Baalathbeer, Ramath 
of the south. This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Simeon
according to their families. 9 Out of the portion of the children of Judah 
was the inheritance of the children of Simeon: for the part of the children
of Judah was too much for them: therefore the children of Simeon had 
their inheritance within the inheritance of them.

Simeon's inheritance was the southern part of Judah's inheritance.
Joshua 19:9 Out of the portion of the children of Judah was the inheritance 

of the children of Simeon: for the part of the children of Judah was too 
much for them: therefore the children of Simeon had their inheritance 
within the inheritance of them.

Exodus 23:29 I will not drive them out from before thee in one year; lest the
land become desolate, and the beast of the field multiply against thee.

Concise Bible Dictionary - Simeon - 
1. The second son of Jacob and Leah, and head of the tribe bearing his 

name. Except the attack that he, with Levi, made on Shechem, and his 
being kept by Joseph as a hostage, nothing personally is recorded of 
Simeon. He entered Egypt with Jacob, taking his six sons with him. On 
leaving Egypt, those numbered of the tribe were 59,300, but on entering 
the land after the forty years' wanderings, there were only 22,200.

When Jacob blessed his sons he said, "Simeon and Levi are brethren; 
instruments of cruelty are in their habitations...in their anger they slew a 
man, and in their selfwill they digged down a wall. Cursed be their anger, 
for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide them in 
Jacob, and scatter them in Israel." #Gen 49:5-7. This scattering seems 



also intimated by the circumstance that when Moses blessed the tribes, 
Simeon is not mentioned.

The lot of Simeon was in the extreme south, having the Philistines on their 
west and the desert of Paran on their east. On the division of the kingdom
they nominally belonged to the ten tribes, but were completely isolated 
from the other nine, so that they would have had either to coalesce with 
the two tribes (and of this we read nothing), or, according to the prophecy
of Jacob, be 'scattered in Israel.' They were, in a sense, lost in the land. 
In the future day of which Ezekiel prophesies, when the twelve tribes will 
be restored and the land be re-divided, the tribe of Simeon has its portion.
#Ezek 48:24-35. They are also mentioned in #Rev 7:7, when a remnant of 
them will be sealed for blessing.

2. A 'just and devout' man at Jerusalem, to whom it was revealed that he 
should not die until he had seen 'the Lord's Christ.' When the 'child Jesus'
was presented in the temple Simeon took Him up in his arms, blessed 
God and asked that he might depart in peace, for he had seen God's 
salvation. #Luke 2:25,34. He was one of those that looked for redemption 
in Israel.

3. Son of Juda, in the genealogy of the Lord Jesus. #Luke 3:30. 
4. A disciple and prophet at Antioch, designated NIGER. #Acts 13:1. 
5. Name by which Simon Peter is called by James in #Acts 15:14. In #2Pet 

1:1 also the name is Simeon in the Greek. 
Genesis 29:33 And she (Leah) conceived again, and bare a son; and said, 

Because the LORD hath heard that I was hated, he hath therefore given 
me this son also: and she called his name Simeon

Genesis 29:30,31 And he went in also unto Rachel, and he loved also 
Rachel more than Leah, and served with him yet seven other years. 31 
And when the LORD saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb: but 
Rachel was barren.

Genesis 46:10 And the sons of Simeon; Jemuel, and Jamin, and Ohad, and 
Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul the son of a Canaanitish woman.

Deuteronomy 27:12 These shall stand upon mount Gerizim to bless the 
people, when ye are come over Jordan; Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, 
and Issachar, and Joseph, and Benjamin:

Genesis 34:25-31 And it came to pass on the third day, when they were 
sore, that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brethren, 
took each man his sword, and came upon the city boldly, and slew all 
the males. 26 And they slew Hamor and Shechem his son with the edge 
of the sword, and took Dinah out of Shechem's house, and went out. 27 
The sons of Jacob came upon the slain, and spoiled the city, because 
they had defiled their sister. 28 They took their sheep, and their oxen, 
and their asses, and that which was in the city, and that which was in 
the field, 29 And all their wealth, and all their little ones, and their wives 



took they captive, and spoiled even all that was in the house. 30 And 
Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, Ye have troubled me to make me to stink
among the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites: and I being few in number, they shall gather themselves 
together against me, and slay me; and I shall be destroyed, I and my 
house. 31 And they said, Should he deal with our sister as with an 
harlot?

Genesis 34 Summarized the account of Shechem defiling Dinah & wanting 
to marry her.

2 Corinthians 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ;

Genesis 42:21-24 And they said one to another, We are verily guilty 
concerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he 
besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is this distress come 
upon us. 22 And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I not unto you, 
saying, Do not sin against the child; and ye would not hear? therefore, 
behold, also his blood is required. 23 And they knew not that Joseph 
understood them; for he spake unto them by an interpreter. 24 And he 
turned himself about from them, and wept; and returned to them again, 
and communed with them, and took from them Simeon, and bound him 
before their eyes.

Genesis 37 Summarized the actions of the brothers to Joseph.
Genesis 49:5-7 Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in 

their habitations. 6 O my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their
assembly, mine honour, be not thou united: for in their anger they slew a 
man, and in their selfwill they digged down a wall. 7 Cursed be their 
anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide 
them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel.

Confess the sins of the fathers & break off the curses & get deliverance in 
Jesus' name.

Luke 9 Summarized the Lord's reply to the Sons of Thunder.
Matthew 23 Jesus put His 8 Woes on the Pharisees.
1 Corinthians 15:33 Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good 

manners.
Numbers 25:1-18 - 1 And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to 

commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab. 
Revelation 2:14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast 

there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a 
stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed 
unto idols, and to commit fornication.

Numbers 25:2 And they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods: 
and the people did eat, and bowed down to their gods.



1 Corinthians 5:1 It is reported commonly that there is fornication among 
you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the 
Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife. - Summarized the 
account.

Acts 15:1,20 And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the 
brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses,
ye cannot be saved. 20 But that we write unto them, that they abstain 
from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, 
and from blood.

Numbers 25:3-5 And Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor: and the anger of 
the LORD was kindled against Israel. 4 And the LORD said unto Moses, 
Take all the heads of the people, and hang them up before the LORD 
against the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD may be turned away 
from Israel. 5 And Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every 
one his men that were joined unto Baalpeor. 

Exodus 32:26 Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is 
on the LORD'S side? let him come unto me. And all the sons of Levi 
gathered themselves together unto him.

Numbers 25:6-11 And, behold, one of the children of Israel came and 
brought unto his brethren a Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and
in the sight of all the congregation of the children of Israel, who were 
weeping before the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 7 And 
when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he
rose up from among the congregation, and took a javelin in his hand; 8 
And he went after the man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both of them
through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her belly. So the 
plague was stayed from the children of Israel. 9 And those that died in 
the plague were twenty and four thousand. 10 And the LORD spake unto 
Moses, saying, 11 Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the 
priest, hath turned my wrath away from the children of Israel, while he 
was zealous for my sake among them, that I consumed not the children 
of Israel in my jealousy.

John 2:17 And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of 
thine house hath eaten me up. - Jesus cleaned the temple twice, at the 
beginning & end of His ministry.

Numbers 25:12 Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto him my covenant of 
peace: 13 And he shall have it, and his seed after him, even the 
covenant of an everlasting priesthood; because he was zealous for his 
God, and made an atonement for the children of Israel. 14 Now the name
of the Israelite that was slain, even that was slain with the Midianitish 
woman, was Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince of a chief house among the 
Simeonites. 15 And the name of the Midianitish woman that was slain 
was Cozbi, the daughter of Zur; he was head over a people, and of a 



chief house in Midian. 16 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 17 
Vex the Midianites, and smite them: 18 For they vex you with their wiles,
wherewith they have beguiled you in the matter of Peor, and in the 
matter of Cozbi, the daughter of a prince of Midian, their sister, which 
was slain in the day of the plague for Peor's sake.

Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are 
spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering 
thyself, lest thou also be tempted.

Judges 1:1-8 Now after the death of Joshua it came to pass, that the 
children of Israel asked the LORD, saying, Who shall go up for us against
the Canaanites first, to fight against them? 2 And the LORD said, Judah 
shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. 3 And Judah 
said unto Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, that we may 
fight against the Canaanites; and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot.
So Simeon went with him. 4 And Judah went up; and the LORD delivered 
the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand: and they slew of them 
in Bezek ten thousand men. 5 And they found Adonibezek in Bezek: and 
they fought against him, and they slew the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites. 6 But Adonibezek fled; and they pursued after him, and 
caught him, and cut off his thumbs and his great toes. 7 And Adonibezek 
said, Threescore and ten kings, having their thumbs and their great toes 
cut off, gathered their meat under my table: as I have done, so God hath 
requited me. And they brought him to Jerusalem, and there he died. 8 
Now the children of Judah had fought against Jerusalem, and had taken 
it, and smitten it with the edge of the sword, and set the city on fire.

1 Chronicles 12:23-25 And these are the numbers of the bands that were 
ready armed to the war, and came to David to Hebron, to turn the 
kingdom of Saul to him, according to the word of the LORD. 24 The 
children of Judah that bare shield and spear were six thousand and eight
hundred, ready armed to the war. 25 Of the children of Simeon, mighty 
men of valour for the war, seven thousand and one hundred.

The elderly can spend much time praying interceeding.
Leviticus 19:32 Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honour the 

face of the old man, and fear thy God: I am the LORD.
Luke 2:25-35 And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was 

Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the 
consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 26 And it was 
revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, 
before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came by the Spirit into 
the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 
him after the custom of the law, 28 Then took he him up in his arms, and
blessed God, and said, 29 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, according to thy word: 30 For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,



31 Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 32 A light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. 33 And Joseph 
and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of him. 34 
And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this 
child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign 
which shall be spoken against; 35 (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy
own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.

Luke 2:37,38 And she (Anna the prophetess)was a widow of about 
fourscore and four years, which departed not from the temple, but 
served God with fastings and prayers night and day. 38 And she coming 
in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to 
all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.

Luke 3:30 Which was the son of Simeon, which was the son of Juda, which 
was the son of Joseph, which was the son of Jonan, which was the son 
of Eliakim,

Acts 13:1 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain 
prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, 
and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with 
Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.

Acts 15:14 Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles,
to take out of them a people for his name.

Revelation 7:7 Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the 
tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Issachar were 
sealed twelve thousand.

Genesis 49:5 Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in 
their habitations.

Numbers 25 the tribe of Simeon fell into sin the most.
Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that 

is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; 
but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the 
measure of faith.

Now, in the new covenant, we need to hate the sin & love the sinner like 
our Lord Jesus did.
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