
The Tribe of Manasseh - Joshua 17

Summarized the conquest of the Promised land by Divine intervention.
Isaiah 55:9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways 

higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.
Joshua 17:1-18 There was also a lot for the tribe of Manasseh; for he was the 

firstborn of Joseph; to wit, for Machir the firstborn of Manasseh, the father 
of Gilead: because he was a man of war, therefore he had Gilead and 
Bashan. 2 There was also a lot for the rest of the children of Manasseh by 
their families; for the children of Abiezer, and for the children of Helek, 
and for the children of Asriel, and for the children of Shechem, and for the 
children of Hepher, and for the children of Shemida: these were the male 
children of Manasseh the son of Joseph by their families. 3 But 
Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the 
son of Manasseh, had no sons, but daughters: and these are the names of 
his daughters, Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 4 And they 
came near before Eleazar the priest, and before Joshua the son of Nun, 
and before the princes, saying, The LORD commanded Moses to give us an 
inheritance among our brethren. Therefore according to the 
commandment of the LORD he gave them an inheritance among the 
brethren of their father. 5 And there fell ten portions to Manasseh, beside 
the land of Gilead and Bashan, which were on the other side Jordan; 6 
Because the daughters of Manasseh had an inheritance among his sons: 
and the rest of Manasseh's sons had the land of Gilead. 7 And the coast of 
Manasseh was from Asher to Michmethah, that lieth before Shechem; and 
the border went along on the right hand unto the inhabitants of 
Entappuah. 8 Now Manasseh had the land of Tappuah: but Tappuah on the 
border of Manasseh belonged to the children of Ephraim; 9 And the coast 
descended unto the river Kanah, southward of the river: these cities of 
Ephraim are among the cities of Manasseh: the coast of Manasseh also 
was on the north side of the river, and the outgoings of it were at the sea: 
10 Southward it was Ephraim's, and northward it was Manasseh's, and the 
sea is his border; and they met together in Asher on the north, and in 
Issachar on the east. 11 And Manasseh had in Issachar and in Asher 
Bethshean and her towns, and Ibleam and her towns, and the inhabitants 
of Dor and her towns, and the inhabitants of Endor and her towns, and the 
inhabitants of Taanach and her towns, and the inhabitants of Megiddo and 
her towns, even three countries. 12 Yet the children of Manasseh could 
not drive out the inhabitants of those cities; but the Canaanites would 
dwell in that land. 13 Yet it came to pass, when the children of Israel were 
waxen strong, that they put the Canaanites to tribute; but did not utterly 



drive them out. 14 And the children of Joseph spake unto Joshua, saying, 
Why hast thou given me but one lot and one portion to inherit, seeing I am 
a great people, forasmuch as the LORD hath blessed me hitherto? 15 And 
Joshua answered them, If thou be a great people, then get thee up to the 
wood country, and cut down for thyself there in the land of the Perizzites 
and of the giants, if mount Ephraim be too narrow for thee. 16 And the 
children of Joseph said, The hill is not enough for us: and all the 
Canaanites that dwell in the land of the valley have chariots of iron, both 
they who are of Bethshean and her towns, and they who are of the valley 
of Jezreel. 17 And Joshua spake unto the house of Joseph, even to 
Ephraim and to Manasseh, saying, Thou art a great people, and hast great 
power: thou shalt not have one lot only: 18 But the mountain shall be 
thine; for it is a wood, and thou shalt cut it down: and the outgoings of it 
shall be thine: for thou shalt drive out the Canaanites, though they have 
iron chariots, and though they be strong.

Joshua 17:1-3 There was also a lot for the tribe of Manasseh; for he was the 
firstborn of Joseph; to wit, for Machir the firstborn of Manasseh, the father 
of Gilead: because he was a man of war, therefore he had Gilead and 
Bashan. 2 There was also a lot for the rest of the children of Manasseh by 
their families; ... these were the male children of Manasseh the son of 
Joseph by their families. 3 But Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of 
Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, had no sons, but 
daughters: and these are the names of his daughters, Mahlah, and Noah, 
Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

Numbers 27 & 36 Summarized Zelophehad's daughters request of Moses for 
an inheritance & God's reply. 

Joshua 17:4 And they came near before Eleazar the priest, and before Joshua 
the son of Nun, and before the princes, saying, The LORD commanded 
Moses to give us an inheritance among our brethren. Therefore according 
to the commandment of the LORD he gave them an inheritance among the 
brethren of their father.

Joshua 17:5 And there fell ten portions to Manasseh, beside the land of 
Gilead and Bashan, which were on the other side Jordan; 6 Because the 
daughters of Manasseh had an inheritance among his sons: and the rest of 
Manasseh's sons had the land of Gilead. 

Joshua 17:12 Yet the children of Manasseh could not drive out the 
inhabitants of those cities; but the Canaanites would dwell in that land. 

Mark 9:29 And He said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but 
by prayer and fasting.

Joshua 17:13,14 Yet it came to pass, when the children of Israel were waxen 



strong, that they put the Canaanites to tribute; but did not utterly drive 
them out. 14 And the children of Joseph spake unto Joshua, saying, Why 
hast thou given me but one lot and one portion to inherit, seeing I am a 
great people, forasmuch as the LORD hath blessed me hitherto?

Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is 
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but 
to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of 
faith.

Joshua 17:15-18 And Joshua answered them, If thou be a great people, then 
get thee up to the wood country, and cut down for thyself there in the land 
of the Perizzites and of the giants, if mount Ephraim be too narrow for 
thee. 16 And the children of Joseph said, The hill is not enough for us: and 
all the Canaanites that dwell in the land of the valley have chariots of iron, 
both they who are of Bethshean and her towns, and they who are of the 
valley of Jezreel. 17 And Joshua spake unto the house of Joseph, even to 
Ephraim and to Manasseh, saying, Thou art a great people, and hast great 
power: thou shalt not have one lot only: 18 But the mountain shall be 
thine; for it is a wood, and thou shalt cut it down: and the outgoings of it 
shall be thine: for thou shalt drive out the Canaanites, though they have 
iron chariots, and though they be strong.

Easton's Revised Dictionary - Manasseh - Who makes to forget. "God hath 
made me forget" (Heb. nashshani), #Ge 41:51

1. The elder of the two sons of Joseph. He and his brother Ephraim were 
afterwards adopted by Jacob as his own sons #Gen 48:1 There is an 
account of his marriage to a Syrian #1Chr 7:14 and the only thing 
afterwards recorded of him is, that his grandchildren were "brought up 
upon Joseph's knees" #Gen 50:23 R.V., "born upon Joseph's knees") i.e., 
were from their birth adopted by Joseph as his own children. The tribe of 
Manasseh was associated with that of Ephraim and Benjamin during the 
wanderings in the wilderness. They encamped on the west side of the 
tabernacle. According to the census taken at Sinai, this tribe then 
numbered 32,200 #Num 1:10,35; 2:20,21 Forty years afterwards its 
numbers had increased to 52,700 #Num 26:34,37 and it was at this time 
the most distinguished of all the tribes. The half of this tribe, along with 
Reuben and Gad, had their territory assigned them by Moses on the east of 
the Jordan #Jos 13:7-14 but it was left for Joshua to define the limits of 
each tribe. This territory on the east of Jordan was more valuable and of 
larger extent than all that was allotted to the nine and a half tribes in the 
land of Palestine. It is sometimes called "the land of Gilead," and is also 
spoken of as "on the other side of Jordan." The portion given to the half 
tribe of Manasseh was the largest on the east of Jordan. It embraced the 
whole of Bashan. It was bounded on the south by Mahanaim, and extended 



north to the foot of Lebanon. Argob, with its sixty cities, that "ocean of 
basaltic rocks and boulders tossed about in the wildest confusion," lay in 
the midst of this territory. The whole "land of Gilead" having been 
conquered, the two and a half tribes left their wives and families in the 
fortified cities there, and accompanied the other tribes across the Jordan, 
and took part with them in the wars of conquest. The allotment of the land 
having been completed, Joshua dismissed the two and a half tribes, 
commending them for their heroic service #Jos 22:1-34 Thus dismissed, 
they returned over Jordan to their own inheritance. On the west of Jordan 
the other half of the tribe of Manasseh was associated with Ephraim, and 
they had their portion in the very centre of Palestine, an area of about 
1,300 square miles, the most valuable part of the whole country, 
abounding in springs of water. Manasseh's portion was immediately to the 
north of that of Ephraim #Jos 16:1. Thus the western Manasseh defended 
the passes of Esdraelon as the eastern kept the passes of the Hauran. 

2. The only son and successor of Hezekiah on the throne of Judah. He 
was twelve years old when he began to reign #2Kings 21:1 and he reigned 
fifty-five years (B.C. 698-643) Though he reigned so long, yet comparatively 
little is known of this king. His reign was a continuation of that of Ahaz, 
both in religion and national polity. He early fell under the influence of the 
heathen court circle, and his reign was characterized by a sad relapse into 
idolatry with all its vices, showing that the reformation under his father 
had been to a large extent only superficial #Isa 7:10; #2Ki 21:10-15. A 
systematic and persistent attempt was made, and all too successfully, to 
banish the worship of Jehovah out of the land. Amid this wide-spread 
idolatry there were not wanting, however, faithful prophets (Isaiah, Micah) 
who lifted up their voice in reproof and in warning. But their fidelity only 
aroused bitter hatred, and a period of cruel persecution against all the 
friends of the old religion began.

3. There is an old Jewish tradition that Isaiah was put to death at this 
time #2Ki 21:16; 24:3,4; #Jer 2:30 having been sawn asunder in the trunk 
of a tree. #Ps 49:1; 73:1; 77:1; 140:1; 141:1. seem to express the feelings 
of the pious amid the fiery trials of this great persecution. Manasseh has 
been called the "Nero of Palestine." Esarhaddon, Sennacherib's successor 
on the Assyrian throne, who had his residence in Babylon for thirteen 
years (the only Assyrian monarch who ever reigned in Babylon), took 
Manasseh prisoner (B.C. 681) to Babylon. Such captive kings were usually 
treated with great cruelty. They were brought before the conqueror with a 
hook or ring passed through their lips or their jaws, having a cord attached 
to it, by which they were led. This is referred to in #2Chr 33:11 where the 
AV reads that Esarhaddon "took Manasseh among the thorns;" while the 
RV renders the words, "took Manasseh in chains;" or literally, as in the 



margin, "with hooks." (Comp.) #2Kings 19:28 The severity of Manasseh's 
imprisonment brought him to repentance. God heard his cry, and he was 
restored to his kingdom #2Chr 33:11-13 He abandoned his idolatrous ways, 
and enjoined the people to worship Jehovah; but there was no thorough 
reformation. After a lengthened reign extending through fifty-five years, 
the longest in the history of Judah, he died, and was buried in the garden 
of Uzza, the "garden of his own house" #2Kings 21:17,18 2Ch 33:20 and 
not in the city of David, among his ancestors. He was succeeded by his 
son Amon. In #Jud 18:30 the correct reading is "Moses," and not 
"Manasseh." The name "Manasseh" is supposed to have been introduced 
by some transcriber to avoid the scandal of naming the grandson of Moses 
the great lawgiver as the founder of an idolatrous religion.

Judges 7 Summarized of Gideon & God choosing his army.
Judges 6:7-14 And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried unto the 

LORD because of the Midianites, 8 That the LORD sent a prophet unto the 
children of Israel, which said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of 
Israel, I brought you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house 
of bondage; 9 And I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and 
out of the hand of all that oppressed you, and drave them out from before 
you, and gave you their land; 10 And I said unto you, I am the LORD your 
God; fear not the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but ye 
have not obeyed my voice. 11 And there came an angel of the LORD, and 
sat under an oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the 
Abiezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide it 
from the Midianites. 12 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him, and 
said unto him, The LORD is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. 13 And 
Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the LORD be with us, why then is all 
this befallen us? and where be all His miracles which our fathers told us 
of, saying, Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt? but now the LORD 
hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites. 14 And 
the LORD looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt 
save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee?

Judges 7 Summarized of Gideon destroying his father's Baal pole.
1 Samuel 16:11,12 And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? 

And he said, There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth 
the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for we will 
not sit down till he come hither. 12 And he sent, and brought him in. Now 
he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look 
to. And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he.

Judges 6:15 And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? 
behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's 
house. 16 And the LORD said unto him, Surely I will be with thee, and thou 



shalt smite the Midianites as one man.
Summarized Gideon's testing God.
Judges 6:22 And when Gideon perceived that he was an angel of the LORD, 

Gideon said, Alas, O Lord GOD! for because I have seen an angel of the 
LORD face to face.

Judges 11:1-11 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valour, and 
he was the son of an harlot: and Gilead begat Jephthah. 2 And Gilead's 
wife bare him sons; and his wife's sons grew up, and they thrust out 
Jephthah, and said unto him, Thou shalt not inherit in our father's house; 
for thou art the son of a strange woman. 3 Then Jephthah fled from his 
brethren, and dwelt in the land of Tob: and there were gathered vain men 
to Jephthah, and went out with him. 4 And it came to pass in process of 
time, that the children of Ammon made war against Israel. 5 And it was 
so, that when the children of Ammon made war against Israel, the elders 
of Gilead went to fetch Jephthah out of the land of Tob: 6 And they said 
unto Jephthah, Come, and be our captain, that we may fight with the 
children of Ammon. 7 And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, Did not 
ye hate me, and expel me out of my father's house? and why are ye come 
unto me now when ye are in distress? 8 And the elders of Gilead said unto 
Jephthah, Therefore we turn again to thee now, that thou mayest go with 
us, and fight against the children of Ammon, and be our head over all the 
inhabitants of Gilead. 9 And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, If ye 
bring me home again to fight against the children of Ammon, and the 
LORD deliver them before me, shall I be your head? 10 And the elders of 
Gilead said unto Jephthah, The LORD be witness between us, if we do not 
so according to thy words. 11 Then Jephthah went with the elders of 
Gilead, and the people made him head and captain over them: and 
Jephthah uttered all his words before the LORD in Mizpeh.

Numbers 36:1-13 And the chief fathers of the families of the children of 
Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of the sons 
of Joseph, came near, and spake before Moses, and before the princes, 
the chief fathers of the children of Israel: 2 And they said, The LORD 
commanded my lord to give the land for an inheritance by lot to the 
children of Israel: and my lord was commanded by the LORD to give the 
inheritance of Zelophehad our brother unto his daughters. 3 And if they be 
married to any of the sons of the other tribes of the children of Israel, 
then shall their inheritance be taken from the inheritance of our fathers, 
and shall be put to the inheritance of the tribe whereunto they are 
received: so shall it be taken from the lot of our inheritance. 4 And when 
the jubile of the children of Israel shall be, then shall their inheritance be 
put unto the inheritance of the tribe whereunto they are received: so shall 
their inheritance be taken away from the inheritance of the tribe of our 



fathers. 5 And Moses commanded the children of Israel according to the 
word of the LORD, saying, The tribe of the sons of Joseph hath said well. 6 
This is the thing which the LORD doth command concerning the daughters 
of Zelophehad, saying, Let them marry to whom they think best; only to 
the family of the tribe of their father shall they marry. 7 So shall not the 
inheritance of the children of Israel remove from tribe to tribe: for every 
one of the children of Israel shall keep himself to the inheritance of the 
tribe of his fathers. 8 And every daughter, that possesseth an inheritance 
in any tribe of the children of Israel, shall be wife unto one of the family of 
the tribe of her father, that the children of Israel may enjoy every man the 
inheritance of his fathers. 9 Neither shall the inheritance remove from one 
tribe to another tribe; but every one of the tribes of the children of Israel 
shall keep himself to his own inheritance. 10 Even as the LORD 
commanded Moses, so did the daughters of Zelophehad: 11 For Mahlah, 
Tirzah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, 
were married unto their father's brothers' sons: 12 And they were married 
into the families of the sons of Manasseh the son of Joseph, and their 
inheritance remained in the tribe of the family of their father. 13 These are 
the commandments and the judgments, which the LORD commanded by 
the hand of Moses unto the children of Israel in the plains of Moab by 
Jordan near Jericho.

Numbers 36:6 This is the thing which the LORD doth command concerning 
the daughters of Zelophehad, saying, Let them marry to whom they think 
best; only to the family of the tribe of their father shall they marry.

1 Corinthians 7:39 The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband 
liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom 
she will; only in the Lord.

2 Corinthians 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light with darkness?

Mark 16:15-17 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 17 And these signs shall 
follow them that believe; In My name shall they cast out devils; they shall 
speak with new tongues; ...
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