
Stuck In A Bad Deal - Joshua 9C

Joshua has just been conned by the best con artists in The Promised Land, 
the Gibeonites.

Joshua 9:14 And the men took of their victuals, and asked not counsel at 
the mouth of the LORD.

Revelation 3:7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These 
things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, 
he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man 
openeth;

Psalms 31:3 For Thou art my rock and my fortress; therefore for Thy name's 
sake lead me, and guide me.

Luke 21:8 And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall 
come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and the time draweth near: go ye 
not therefore after them.

Joshua 9:15-21 And Joshua made peace with them, and made a league with 
them, to let them live: and the princes of the congregation sware unto 
them. 16 And it came to pass at the end of three days after they had 
made a league with them, that they heard that they were their 
neighbours, and that they dwelt among them. 17 And the children of 
Israel journeyed, and came unto their cities on the third day. Now their 
cities were Gibeon, and Chephirah, and Beeroth, and Kirjathjearim. 18 
And the children of Israel smote them not, because the princes of the 
congregation had sworn unto them by the LORD God of Israel. And all 
the congregation murmured against the princes. 19 But all the princes 
said unto all the congregation, We have sworn unto them by the LORD 
God of Israel: now therefore we may not touch them. 20 This we will do 
to them; we will even let them live, lest wrath be upon us, because of 
the oath which we sware unto them. 21 And the princes said unto them, 
Let them live; but let them be hewers of wood and drawers of water unto 
all the congregation; as the princes had promised them.

Joshua 9:15,16 And Joshua made peace with them, and made a league with 
them, to let them live: and the princes (elders) of the congregation 
sware unto them. 16 And it came to pass at the end of three days after 
they had made a league with them, that they heard that they were their 
neighbours, and that they dwelt among them.

2 Corinthians 12:7-9 And lest I should be exalted above measure through 
the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the 



flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted 
above measure. 8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might 
depart from me. 9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: 
for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

Numbers 20 Summarized the account of Moses angrily striking the rock 
twice instead of speaking for water.

2 Corinthians 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ;

Joshua 9:17-20 And the children of Israel journeyed, and came unto their 
cities on the third day. Now their cities were Gibeon, and Chephirah, and 
Beeroth, and Kirjathjearim. 18 And the children of Israel smote them 
not, because the princes of the congregation had sworn unto them by 
the LORD God of Israel. And all the congregation murmured against the 
princes. 19 But all the princes said unto all the congregation, We have 
sworn unto them by the LORD God of Israel: now therefore we may not 
touch them. 20 This we will do to them; we will even let them live, lest 
wrath (of God) be upon us, because of the oath which we sware unto 
them.

Matthew 9:36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with 
compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, 
as sheep having no shepherd.

Romans 8:34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, 
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us.

Joshua 9:21 And the princes said unto them, Let them live; but let them be 
hewers of wood and drawers of water unto all the congregation; as the 
princes had promised them.

Concise Bible Dictionary - Nethinim - Name, signifying 'given, devoted 
ones,' applied to those who assisted the Levites in the service of the 
tabernacle and the temple. The name does not occur until #1Chronicles 
9:2, and afterwards in Ezra and Nehemiah. The Gibeonites were made 
"hewers of wood and drawers of water for the congregation and for the 
altar." #Joshua 9:27. These are not mentioned after 2 Samuel, so that 
they and their descendants may have been the 'Nethinim.' It does not 
appear that God appointed them, as He did the Levites, but 'David and 
the princes' appointed them 'for the service of the Levites.' #Ezra 8:20. 
Some of the Midianite captives were also given to the Levites. #Numbers 
31:46,47. After the return from exile the Nethinim are called the 



'ministers of this house of God.' They were, along with the priests and 
Levites, exempt from 'toll, tribute, or custom.' #Ezra 7:24. A list of them 
is given in #Ezra 2:43-54 Nehemiah 7:46-56,60 10:28; &c.

2 Kings 20:12-19 At that time Berodachbaladan, the son of Baladan, king of 
Babylon, sent letters and a present unto Hezekiah: for he had heard that 
Hezekiah had been sick. 13 And Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and 
shewed them all the house of his precious things, the silver, and the 
gold, and the spices, and the precious ointment, and all the house of his 
armour, and all that was found in his treasures: there was nothing in his 
house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them not. 14 Then 
came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What 
said these men? and from whence came they unto thee? And Hezekiah 
said, They are come from a far country, even from Babylon. 15 And he 
said, What have they seen in thine house? And Hezekiah answered, All 
the things that are in mine house have they seen: there is nothing among 
my treasures that I have not shewed them. 16 And Isaiah said unto 
Hezekiah, Hear the word of the LORD. 17 Behold, the days come, that all 
that is in thine house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store 
unto this day, shall be carried into Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith 
the LORD. 18 And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou 
shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the 
palace of the king of Babylon. 19 Then said Hezekiah unto Isaiah, Good 
is the word of the LORD which thou hast spoken. And he said, Is it not 
good, if peace and truth be in my days?

1 Timothy 5:11-13 But the younger widows refuse: for when they have 
begun to wax wanton against Christ, they will marry; 12 Having 
damnation, because they have cast off their first faith. 13 And withal 
they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house; and not only 
idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought 
not.

Romans 13:8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that 
loveth another hath fulfilled the law.

Genesis 34:1-31 
Genesis 34:1 And Dinah the daughter of Leah, which she bare unto Jacob, 

went out to see the daughters of the land. 
1 Corinthians 15:33 Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good 

manners.
Genesis 34:2-24 Summarized - And when Shechem the son of Hamor the 

Hivite, prince of the country, saw her, he took her, and lay with her, and 
defiled her. 3 And his soul clave unto Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and 



he loved the damsel, and spake kindly unto the damsel. 4 And Shechem 
spake unto his father Hamor, saying, Get me this damsel to wife. 5 And 
Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah his daughter: now his sons were 
with his cattle in the field: and Jacob held his peace until they were 
come. 6 And Hamor the father of Shechem went out unto Jacob to 
commune with him. 7 And the sons of Jacob came out of the field when 
they heard it: and the men were grieved, and they were very wroth, 
because he had wrought folly in Israel in lying with Jacob's daughter; 
which thing ought not to be done. 8 And Hamor communed with them, 
saying, The soul of my son Shechem longeth for your daughter: I pray 
you give her him to wife. 9 And make ye marriages with us, and give your 
daughters unto us, and take our daughters unto you. 10 And ye shall 
dwell with us: and the land shall be before you; dwell and trade ye 
therein, and get you possessions therein. 11 And Shechem said unto her 
father and unto her brethren, Let me find grace in your eyes, and what ye 
shall say unto me I will give. 12 Ask me never so much dowry and gift, 
and I will give according as ye shall say unto me: but give me the damsel 
to wife. 13 And the sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor his 
father deceitfully, and said, because he had defiled Dinah their sister: 14 
And they (deceitfully) said unto them, We cannot do this thing, to give 
our sister to one that is uncircumcised; for that were a reproach unto us: 
15 But in this will we consent unto you: If ye will be as we be, that every 
male of you be circumcised; 16 Then will we give our daughters unto 
you, and we will take your daughters to us, and we will dwell with you, 
and we will become one people. 17 But if ye will not hearken unto us, to 
be circumcised; then will we take our daughter, and we will be gone. 18 
And their words pleased Hamor, and Shechem Hamor's son. 19 And the 
young man deferred not to do the thing, because he had delight in 
Jacob's daughter: and he was more honourable than all the house of his 
father. 20 And Hamor and Shechem his son came unto the gate of their 
city, and communed with the men of their city, saying, 21 These men are 
peaceable with us; therefore let them dwell in the land, and trade 
therein; for the land, behold, it is large enough for them; let us take their 
daughters to us for wives, and let us give them our daughters. 22 Only 
herein will the men consent unto us for to dwell with us, to be one 
people, if every male among us be circumcised, as they are circumcised. 
23 Shall not their cattle and their substance and every beast of theirs be 
ours? only let us consent unto them, and they will dwell with us. 24 And 
unto Hamor and unto Shechem his son hearkened all that went out of 
the gate of his city; and every male was circumcised, all that went out 



of the gate of his city.
Joshua 5 Summarized God had fear on the enemy to protect the Israelites 

when they were circuncised after crossing Jordan.
Genesis 34:25-31 Summarized - And it came to pass on the third day, when 

they were sore, that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's 
brethren, took each man his sword, and came upon the city boldly, and 
slew all the males. 26 And they slew Hamor and Shechem his son with 
the edge of the sword, and took Dinah out of Shechem's house, and went 
out. 27 The sons of Jacob came upon the slain, and spoiled the city, 
because they had defiled their sister. 28 They took their sheep, and their 
oxen, and their asses, and that which was in the city, and that which 
was in the field, 29 And all their wealth, and all their little ones, and their 
wives took they captive, and spoiled even all that was in the house. 30 
And Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, Ye have troubled me to make me to 
stink among the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites: and I being few in number, they shall gather themselves 
together against me, and slay me; and I shall be destroyed, I and my 
house. 31 And they said, Should he deal with our sister as with an 
harlot?

1 Chronicles 12:16-18 And there came of the children of Benjamin and 
Judah to the hold unto David. 17 And David went out to meet them, and 
answered and said unto them, If ye be come peaceably unto me to help 
me, mine heart shall be knit unto you: but if   ye be come   to betray me to   
mine enemies, seeing   there is   no wrong in mine hands, the God of our   
fathers look   thereon  , and rebuke   it  . 18 Then the spirit came upon 
Amasai, who was chief of the captains, and he said, Thine are we, 
David, and on thy side, thou son of Jesse: peace, peace be unto thee, 
and peace be to thine helpers; for thy God helpeth thee. Then David 
received them, and made them captains of the band.

Luke 4:4,8,12 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, ...
1 Chronicles 12:17 And David went out to meet them, and answered and 

said unto them, If ye be come peaceably unto me to help me, mine heart 
shall be knit unto you: but if   ye be come   to betray me to mine enemies,   
seeing   there is   no wrong in mine hands, the God of our fathers look   
thereon  , and rebuke   it  .

Acts 5 Summarized of Ananias & Sapphira V3 But Peter said, Ananias, why 
hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back 
part of the price of the land?

Galatians 2:4,5 And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, 
who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, 



that they might bring us into bondage: 5 To whom we gave place by 
subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might 
continue with you.

Genesis 25:32,33 And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what 
profit shall this birthright do to me? 33 And Jacob said, Swear to me this 
day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob.

Proverbs 22:1 A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and 
loving favour rather than silver and gold.

Genesis 27:30-40 Summarized - And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had 
made an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out from 
the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from his 
hunting. 31 And he also had made savoury meat, and brought it unto his 
father, and said unto his father, Let my father arise, and eat of his son's 
venison, that thy soul may bless me. 32 And Isaac his father said unto 
him, Who art thou? And he said, I am thy son, thy firstborn Esau. 33 And 
Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said, Who? where is he that hath 
taken venison, and brought it me, and I have eaten of all before thou 
camest, and have blessed him? yea, and he shall be blessed. 34 And 
when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with a great and 
exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his father, Bless me, even me also, O 
my father. 35 And he said, Thy brother came with subtilty, and hath 
taken away thy blessing. 36 And he said, Is not he rightly named Jacob? 
for he hath supplanted me these two times: he took away my birthright; 
and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing. And he said, Hast 
thou not reserved a blessing for me? 37 And Isaac answered and said 
unto Esau, Behold, I have made him thy lord, and all his brethren have I 
given to him for servants; and with corn and wine have I sustained him: 
and what shall I do now unto thee, my son? 38 And Esau said unto his 
father, Hast thou but one blessing, my father? bless me, even me also, O 
my father. And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept. 39 And Isaac his father 
answered and said unto him, Behold, thy dwelling shall be the fatness of 
the earth, and of the dew of heaven from above; 40 And by thy sword 
shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy brother; and it shall come to pass 
when thou shalt have the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from 
off thy neck.

1 Corinthians 7:10-16 And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the 
Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband: 11 But and if she depart, 
let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not 
the husband put away his wife. 12 But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: 
If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell 



with him, let him not put her away. 13 And the woman which hath an 
husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her 
not leave him. 14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, 
and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your 
children unclean; but now are they holy. 15 But if the unbelieving depart, 
let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: 
but God hath called us to peace. 16 For what knowest thou, O wife, 
whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how knowest thou, O man, 
whether thou shalt save thy wife?

Malachi 2:14,15 Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the LORD hath been 
witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, against whom thou hast 
dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy 
covenant. 15 And did not he make one? Yet had he the residue of the 
spirit. And wherefore one? That he might seek a godly seed. Therefore 
take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the wife 
of his youth.

1 Corinthians 7:33,34 But he that is married careth for the things that are 
of the world, how he may please his wife. 34 There is difference also 
between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman careth for the things 
of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit: but she that 
is married careth for the things of the world, how she may please her 
husband. 

Psalms 31:3 For Thou art my rock and my fortress; therefore for Thy name's 
sake lead me, and guide me.
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