
Beware of the Con Artists - Joshua 9B

The Proverbs are full of warnings that are helpful.
Joshua 9:3-14 And when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had 

done unto Jericho and to Ai, 4 They did work wilily, and went and made 
as if they had been ambassadors, and took old sacks upon their asses, 
and wine bottles, old, and rent, and bound up; 5 And old shoes and 
clouted upon their feet, and old garments upon them; and all the bread 
of their provision was dry and mouldy. 6 And they went to Joshua unto 
the camp at Gilgal, and said unto him, and to the men of Israel, We be 
come from a far country: now therefore make ye a league with us. 7 And 
the men of Israel said unto the Hivites, Peradventure ye dwell among us; 
and how shall we make a league with you? 8 And they said unto Joshua, 
We are thy servants. And Joshua said unto them, Who are ye? and from 
whence come ye? 9 And they said unto him, From a very far country thy 
servants are come because of the name of the LORD thy God: for we 
have heard the fame of Him, and all that He did in Egypt, 10 And all that 
He did to the two kings of the Amorites, that were beyond Jordan, to 
Sihon king of Heshbon, and to Og king of Bashan, which was at 
Ashtaroth. 11 Wherefore our elders and all the inhabitants of our country 
spake to us, saying, Take victuals with you for the journey, and go to 
meet them, and say unto them, We are your servants: therefore now 
make ye a league with us. 12 This our bread we took hot for our 
provision out of our houses on the day we came forth to go unto you; but 
now, behold, it is dry, and it is mouldy: 13 And these bottles of wine, 
which we filled, were new; and, behold, they be rent: and these our 
garments and our shoes are become old by reason of the very long 
journey. 14 And the men took of their victuals, and asked not counsel at 
the mouth of the LORD.

Many times Our Lord Jesus percieved the wickedness or knew their 
thoughts by the Holy Spirit revealing it.

Acts 5 Summarized of the Holy Spirit revealing to Peter that the heart of 
Ananias Sapphira was not right.

Acts 8 Summarized of the Holy Spirit revealing to Peter that the heart of 
Simon Magus was not right.

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than 
any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 



and intents of the heart.
Hebrews 5:14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even 

those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both 
good and evil.

Joshua 9:3 And when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had 
done unto Jericho and to Ai,

Acts 15 Summarized the account of the girl with the divination spirit 
following Paul.

Joshua 9:4 They did work wilily (  craftily)  ,   and went and made as if they had 
been ambassadors, and took old sacks upon their asses, and wine 
bottles, old, and rent, and bound up;

Strongs #06195 ormah or-maw' AV - guile 1, wilily 1, subtilty 1, wisdom 1, 
prudence 1; 5 1) shrewdness, craftiness, prudence 

Matthew 14:30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and 
beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.

Joshua 9:5-7 And old shoes and clouted upon their feet, and old garments 
upon them; and all the bread of their provision was dry and mouldy. 6 
And they went to Joshua unto the camp at Gilgal, and said unto him, and 
to the men of Israel, We be come from a far country: now therefore make 
ye a league with us. 7 And the men of Israel said unto the Hivites, 
Peradventure ye dwell among us; and how shall we make a league with 
you?

1 Timothy 2:14 And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived 
was in the transgression.

Joshua 9:8 And they said unto Joshua, We are thy servants. And Joshua 
said unto them, Who are ye? and from whence (where) come ye?

1 Kings 3 Summarized the account Solomon finding the real mother.
James 1:5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all 

men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.
Joshua 9:9,10 And they said unto him, From a very far country thy servants 

are come because of the name of the LORD thy God: for we have heard 
the fame of Him, and all that He did in Egypt, 10 And all that He did to 
the two kings of the Amorites, that were beyond Jordan, to Sihon king of 
Heshbon, and to Og king of Bashan, which was at Ashtaroth.

1 King 18:37 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that 
thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again.

Romans 10:9,10 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.



Fallen angels were with Jesus in heaven & followed lucifer & satan & his 
demons were cast out of heaven.

Deuteronomy 18:10,11 There shall not be found among you any one that 
maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth 
divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 11 Or a 
charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a 
necromancer.

Mark 11:17 And he taught, saying unto them, Is it not written, My house 
shall be called of all nations the house of prayer? but ye have made it a 
den of thieves.

Joshua 9:11-14 Wherefore our elders and all the inhabitants of our country 
spake to us, saying, Take victuals with you for the journey, and go to 
meet them, and say unto them, We are your servants: therefore now 
make ye a league with us. 12 This our bread we took hot for our 
provision out of our houses on the day we came forth to go unto you; but 
now, behold, it is dry, and it is mouldy: 13 And these bottles of wine, 
which we filled, were new; and, behold, they be rent: and these our 
garments and our shoes are become old by reason of the very long 
journey. 14 And the men took of their victuals, and asked not counsel at 
the mouth of the LORD.

Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that 
is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; 
but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the 
measure of faith.

Exodus 21:14 But if a man come presumptuously upon his neighbour, to 
slay him with guile <06195>; thou shalt take him from mine altar, that he 
may die.

Joshua 9:4 They did work wilily <06195>, and went and made as if they had 
been ambassadors, and took old sacks upon their asses, and wine 
bottles, old, and rent, and bound up;

Proverbs 1:4 To give subtilty <06195> to the simple, to the young man 
knowledge and discretion.

Proverbs 8:5 O ye simple, understand wisdom <06195>: and, ye fools, be ye 
of an understanding heart.

Proverbs 8:12 I wisdom dwell with prudence <06195>, and find out 
knowledge of witty inventions.

Luke 16:1-8 And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain rich 
man, which had a steward; and the same was accused unto him that he 
had wasted his goods. 2 And he called him, and said unto him, How is it 
that I hear this of thee? give an account of thy stewardship; for thou 



mayest be no longer steward. 3 Then the steward said within himself, 
What shall I do? for my lord taketh away from me the stewardship: I 
cannot dig; to beg I am ashamed. 4 I am resolved what to do, that, when 
I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses. 
5 So he called every one of his lord's debtors unto him, and said unto the 
first, How much owest thou unto my lord? 6 And he said, An hundred 
measures of oil. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and sit down 
quickly, and write fifty. 7 Then said he to another, And how much owest 
thou? And he said, An hundred measures of wheat. And he said unto him, 
Take thy bill, and write fourscore. 8 And the lord commended the unjust 
steward, because he had done wisely: for the children of this world are 
in their generation wiser than the children of light.

Exodus 7:8-13 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 9 
When Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying, Shew a miracle for you: then 
thou shalt say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and cast it before Pharaoh, and 
it shall become a serpent. 10 And Moses and Aaron went in unto 
Pharaoh, and they did so as the LORD had commanded: and Aaron cast 
down his rod before Pharaoh, and before his servants, and it became a 
serpent. 11 Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: 
now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their 
enchantments. 12 For they cast down every man his rod, and they 
became serpents: but Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods. 13 And he 
hardened Pharaoh's heart, that he hearkened not unto them; as the 
LORD had said.

Lying signs and wonders from the devil.
Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field 

which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath 
God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

Matthew 24:4,5 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no 
man deceive you. 5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; 
and shall deceive many.

Matthew 24:24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and 
shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if   it were   possible,   
they shall deceive the very elect.

1 Samuel 14:37 And Saul asked counsel of God, Shall I go down after the 
Philistines? wilt thou deliver them into the hand of Israel? But he 
answered him not that day. (Saul did not ask God's way.)

1 Chronicles 10:13,14 So Saul died for his transgression which he 
committed against the LORD, even against the word of the LORD, which 
he kept not, and also for asking counsel of one that had a familiar spirit, 



to enquire of it; 14 And enquired not of the LORD: therefore he slew him, 
and turned the kingdom unto David the son of Jesse.

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than 
any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.

More Service Notes:
Isaiah 30:1,2 Woe to the rebellious children, saith the LORD, that take 

counsel, but not of me; and that cover with a covering, but not of my 
spirit, that they may add sin to sin: 2 That walk to go down into Egypt, 
and have not asked at my mouth; to strengthen themselves in the 
strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in the shadow of Egypt!

Luke 7:30 But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God 
against themselves, being not baptized of him.

Acts 20:27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of 
God.
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