
The Spirit of Demagoguery - Acts 24A

Summarized the situation with Paul leading up to here.
Demagoguery - The art and practice of gaining power and popularity by 

arousing the emotions, passions, and prejudices of the people.
Acts 24:1-9 And after five days Ananias the high priest descended with 

the elders, and with a certain orator named Tertullus, who informed 
the governor against Paul. 2 And when he was called forth, Tertullus 
began to accuse him, saying, Seeing that by thee we enjoy great 
quietness, and that very worthy deeds are done unto this nation by 
thy providence, 3 We accept it always, and in all places, most noble 
Felix, with all thankfulness. 4 Notwithstanding, that I be not further 
tedious unto thee, I pray thee that thou wouldest hear us of thy 
clemency a few words. 5 For we have found this man a pestilent 
fellow, and a mover of sedition among all the Jews throughout the 
world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes: 6 Who also 
hath gone about to profane the temple: whom we took, and would 
have judged according to our law. 7 But the chief captain Lysias 
came upon us, and with great violence took him away out of our 
hands, 8 Commanding his accusers to come unto thee: by examining 
of whom thyself mayest take knowledge of all these things, whereof 
we accuse him. 9 And the Jews also assented, saying that these 
things were so.

Acts 24:1 And after five days Ananias the high priest descended with 
the elders, and with a certain orator named Tertullus, who informed 
the governor against Paul.

It was only 1 day's travel down hill from Jerusalem. The ruler Jews 
found a lobbyist who knew the Roman law to represent them.

2 Corinthians 10:4,5 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 
Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ;

Acts 24:2 And when he was called forth, Tertullus began to accuse 
him, saying, Seeing that by thee we enjoy great quietness, and that 
very worthy deeds are done unto this nation by thy providence,



Tertullus was buttering up Felix over emphasizing good things.
Acts 24:3 We accept it always, and in all places, most noble Felix, with 

all thankfulness.
John 19:15 But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify 

him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief 
priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.

Acts 24:4 Notwithstanding, that I be not further tedious unto thee, I 
pray thee that thou wouldest hear us of thy clemency a few words. 

Now he does character asassination of Paul.
Acts 24:5 For we have found this man a pestilent fellow, and a mover of 

sedition among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader 
of the sect of the Nazarenes: 

He uses his words cleaverly to slander Paul.
Acts 24:6 Who also hath gone about to profane the temple: whom we 

took, and would have judged according to our law.
Profaning the temple was the only reason the Jews could lawfully deal 

with a offender themselves.
Acts 24:7-9 But the chief captain Lysias came upon us, and with great 

violence took him away out of our hands, 8 Commanding his 
accusers to come unto thee: by examining of whom thyself mayest 
take knowledge of all these things, whereof we accuse him. 9 And 
the Jews also assented, saying that these things were so.

Strongs #4489 rhetor hray'-tore AV-orator 1; 1) a speaker, an orator 1a) 
of a forensic orator or advocate

Strongs #5061 Tertullos ter'-tool-los AV-Tertullus 2; 2 Tertullus = " 
triple-hardened" 1) a Roman orator (An ungodly 3 fold cord of 
hardness.)

Acts 8:9-11 But there was a certain man, called Simon, which 
beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people 
of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: 10 To whom 
they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man 
is the great power of God. 11 And to him they had regard, because 
that of long time he had bewitched them with sorceries.

Simon Magus was a counterfeit Simon to Peter.
Matthew 24:4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that 

no man deceive you.
Matthew 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's 

clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.



2 Timothy 3:6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and 
lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts,

Numbers 12:3 (Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men 
which were upon the face of the earth.)

2 Thessalonians 2:9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of 
Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,

Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye 
should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been 
evidently set forth, crucified among you?

2 Samuel 15:1-6 And it came to pass after this, that Absalom prepared 
him chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him. 2 And 
Absalom rose up early, and stood beside the way of the gate: and it 
was so, that when any man that had a controversy came to the king 
for judgment, then Absalom called unto him, and said, Of what city 
art thou? And he said, Thy servant is of one of the tribes of Israel. 3 
And Absalom said unto him, See, thy matters are good and right; but 
there is no man deputed of the king to hear thee. 4 Absalom said 
moreover, Oh that I were made judge in the land, that every man 
which hath any suit or cause might come unto me, and I would do 
him justice! 5 And it was so, that when any man came nigh to him to 
do him obeisance, he put forth his hand, and took him, and kissed 
him. 6 And on this manner did Absalom to all Israel that came to the 
king for judgment: so Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel.

Absalom pretended to care for the people to control them, scheeming 
to become king.

Matthew 10:16 Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of 
wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.

2 Samuel 15:1-6 And it came to pass after this, that Absalom prepared 
him chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him. (Saying 
"Make way for Absalom".) 2 And Absalom rose up early, and stood 
beside the way of the gate: and it was so, that when any man that 
had a controversy came to the king for judgment, then Absalom 
called unto him, and said, Of what city art thou? And he said, Thy 
servant is of one of the tribes of Israel. 3 And Absalom said unto 
him, See, thy matters are good and right; but there is no man 
deputed of the king to hear thee. (Buttering up them & Feigning that 
he cared for the people yet knocking down the king.) 4 Absalom said 
moreover, Oh that I were made judge in the land, (puffing himself up) 



that every man which hath any (law) suit or cause might come unto 
me, and I would do him justice! 5 And it was so, that when any man 
came nigh to him to do him obeisance, he put forth his hand, and 
took him, and kissed him. (He intercepted the people and got them 
on his side.) 6 And on this manner did Absalom to all Israel that 
came to the king for judgment: so Absalom stole the hearts of the 
men of Israel.

Deuteronomy 19:18,19 And the judges shall make diligent inquisition: 
and, behold, if the witness be a false witness, and hath testified 
falsely against his brother; 19 Then shall ye do unto him, as he had 
thought to have done unto his brother: so shalt thou put the evil 
away from among you.

Deuteronomy 17:6 At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, 
shall he that is worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth of 
one witness he shall not be put to death.

Deuteronomy 19:15 One witness shall not rise up against a man for any 
iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of 
two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter 
be established.
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