
Paul's Counsels And Cautions - Acts 20D

During his travels, Paul prepared the Believers that he would not see them 
again.

Acts 20:22-38 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not 
knowing the things that shall befall me there: 23 Save that the Holy 
Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide 
me. 24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear 
unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, 
which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the 
grace of God. 25 And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I 
have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more. 26 
Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of 
all men. 27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of 
God. 28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over 
the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of 
God, which he hath purchased with His own blood. 29 For I know this, 
that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock. 30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. 31 Therefore watch, 
and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn 
every one night and day with tears. 32 And now, brethren, I commend 
you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, 
and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. 33 I 
have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel. 34 Yea, ye yourselves 
know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to 
them that were with me. 35 I have shewed you all things, how that so 
labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of 
the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. 
36 And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with 
them all. 37 And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and kissed 
him, 38 Sorrowing most of all for the words which he spake, that they 
should see his face no more. And they accompanied him unto the ship.

Acts 20:36 And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed 
with them all. 37 And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and 
kissed him, 38 Sorrowing most of all for the words which he spake, that 
they should see his face no more. And they accompanied him unto the 



ship.
Revelation 22:20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come 

quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
Acts 20:22,23 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not 

knowing the things that shall befall me there: 23 Save that the Holy 
Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide 
me.

Many of the early Christians were persecuted yet many turned to Jesus.
Acts 20:24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear 

unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, 
which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the 
grace of God.

Referred to the Lord revealing himself to Saul/Paul on the road to 
Damascus in Acts 9.

John 6:28,29 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might 
work the works of God? 29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is 
the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.

Acts 20:25,26 And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone 
preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more. 26 Wherefore 
I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men.

John 19:15 But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. 
Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests 
answered, We have no king but Caesar.

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Many times in the epistles, Paul is referred to being the servant of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Matthew 22:29 Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing 
the scriptures, nor the power of God.

Acts 20:27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of 
God.

Matthew 7:21,23 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven. 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew 
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

Acts 8:21-23 Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is 
not right in the sight of God. 22 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, 
and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven 
thee. 23 For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the 
bond of iniquity.



Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over 
the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of 
God, which he hath purchased with His own blood.

Matthew 26:41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

John 21:16 He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love 
thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. (&V17)

Jeremiah 23 & Ezekiel 34 has God's view of pastors who do not care for the 
sheep.

Acts 20:29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves 
enter in among you, not sparing the flock.

Deuteronomy 13 testing if will follow God.
Wolf in sheep's clothing are not saved.
Exodus 22:18 Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live. In the New Covenant, we 

do not kill witches, but they do not need to live in the Church of God.
John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to 

destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly.

Mark 8:33 But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he 
rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not 
the things that be of God, but the things that be of men.

Acts 20:30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse 
things, to draw away disciples after them.

Moses had Korah & the rebels. Today we have false doctrine like loss of 
salvation, etc.

The devil causes doubting God's word like in the garden of Eden.
2 Cor 10:5Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth 

itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ;

Acts 20:31,32 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three 
years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. 32 And 
now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all 
them which are sanctified.

Acts 20:33 I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel.
Exodus 20:17 Thou shalt not covet ...
False doctrine of prosperity causes covetousness.
1 Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while 

some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 



themselves through with many sorrows.
Acts 20:34 Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto 

my necessities, and to them that were with me. 35 I have shewed you all 
things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.

Acts 16 Referred to Paul praising God in jail.
1 Thessalonians 5:18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus concerning you.
Acts 21:10,11 And as we tarried there many days, there came down from 

Judaea a certain prophet, named Agabus. 11 And when he was come 
unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and 
said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the 
man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the 
Gentiles.

Many false religions think they will not die like Mary Baker Eddie & William 
Branham etc.

Luke 14:25 And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and 
said unto them,

1 Corinthians 7:12,13 But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother 
hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let 
him not put her away. 13 And the woman which hath an husband that 
believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave 
him.

Luke 14:26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and 
wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, 
he cannot be my disciple.

Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

Luke 14:27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, 
cannot be my disciple.

Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that 
is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; 
but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the 
measure of faith.

Isaiah 14 & Ezekiel 28 Referred to what pride did to satan.
Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.



Romans 8:13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the 
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.

Luke 17:5 And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.
Faith comes by hearing Romans 10:17So then faith cometh by hearing, and 

hearing by the word of God.
Luke 11:1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, 

when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to 
pray, as John also taught his disciples.

Psalms 31:15 My times are in thy hand: deliver me from the hand of mine 
enemies, and from them that persecute me.

Psalm 23:1 A Psalm of David. The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
Matthew 6:13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
John 21:15-19 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, 

son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, 
Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 
16 He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He 
saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 17 He saith unto him the third time, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said 
unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, 
thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto 
him, Feed my sheep. 18 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast 
young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but 
when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another 
shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. 19 This spake 
he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had 
spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.

V17B Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus 
saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over 
the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of 
God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.

More Study Notes:
Acts 21:12 And when we heard these things, both we, and they of that 

place, besought him not to go up to Jerusalem.
Acts 21:13 Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine 

heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem 
for the name of the Lord Jesus.

Acts 23:11 And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of 



good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must 
thou bear witness also at Rome.

Exodus 12:33 And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they 
might send them out of the land in haste; for they said, We be all dead 
men.

Daniel 3:22 Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and 
the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that 
took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.

1 Corinthians 6:19,20 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of 
the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not 
your own? 20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

Zephaniah 3:3 Her princes within her are roaring lions; her judges are 
evening wolves; they gnaw not the bones till the morrow.

Matthew 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

Matthew 10:16 Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be 
ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.

John 10:12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the 
sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: 
and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.

2 Peter 2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as 
there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in 
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring 
upon themselves swift destruction.

Jeremiah 23:1 Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep 
of my pasture! saith the LORD.

Ezekiel 34:2,3 Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, 
prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the 
shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! 
should not the shepherds feed the flocks? 3 Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe 
you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye feed not the flock.

Zechariah 11:17 Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the flock! the sword 
shall be upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm shall be clean 
dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly darkened.

2 Timothy 3:1-17 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall 
come. 2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 
Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, 
fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, 



lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 Having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 6 For of 
this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women 
laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 7 Ever learning, and never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 8 Now as Jannes and 
Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of 
corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith. 9 But they shall proceed 
no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also 
was. 10 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, 
faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, 11 Persecutions, afflictions, which 
came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I 
endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me. 12 Yea, and all that 
will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 13 But evil men 
and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being 
deceived. 14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned 
and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 15 
And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. 16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 
That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good 
works.
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