
Exorcism - Godly or Not - Acts 19C

2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself  approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

Acts 5 Referred to the situation of Ananias & Saphira that God dealt with 
immediately also.

Acts 19:13-20 Then certain of  the vagabond Jews, exorcists,  took upon 
them to call over them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, 
saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth. 14 And there were 
seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, which did so. 
15 And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; 
but who are ye? 16 And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on 
them, and overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled 
out of that house naked and wounded. 17 And this was known to all the 
Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and 
the name of  the Lord Jesus was magnified. 18 And many that believed 
came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds. 19 Many of  them also 
which used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them 
before all men: and they counted the price of  them, and found it fifty 
thousand pieces of  silver.  20 So mightily  grew the word of  God and 
prevailed.

Acts 8 Summarized about Philip, Simon Magus & Simon Peter.
Acts 19:13 Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them 

to call  over them which had evil  spirits the name of  the Lord Jesus, 
saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth.

They  were  doing  Practical  Kabalism from ungodly  books supposedly  of 
Solomon such as the Testament of Solomon. Some tactics were to use 
angels, to ask the demon their name, to use fetishes, to call upon the 
name of God, etc. for exorcisms.

Acts 19:14,15 And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of 
the priests, which did so. 15 And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus 
I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye?

Mark 16:17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall 
they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;

Acts 19:16 And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and 
overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that 
house naked and wounded.

Luke 8 Summarized about Jesus setting the gadarene demoniac free.
2 Corinthians 10:5  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that 

exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ;



Acts 19:17 And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at 
Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was 
magnified.

Acts 5:5 And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: 
and great fear came on all them that heard these things.

Acts 19:18 And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their 
deeds.

1 John 1:9 If  we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

2  Chronicles  7:13,14  If  I  shut  up  heaven  that  there  be  no  rain,  or  if  I 
command the locusts to devour the land, or if  I send pestilence among 
my people; 14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble 
themselves,  and pray,  and seek my face,  and turn from their  wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their land.

They cleaned up & got rid of the occult objects like King Josiah did.
Acts 19:19,20 Many of  them also which used curious arts brought their 

books together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the 
price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20 So mightily 
grew the word of God and prevailed.

Exodus 32 God judged the Isrealites for the golden calf.
Matthew  12:28  But  if  I  cast  out  devils  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  then  the 

kingdom of God is come unto you.
Ezekiel  13:17-23  Likewise,  thou  son  of  man,  set  thy  face  against  the 

daughters of  thy people,  which prophesy out of  their  own heart;  and 
prophesy thou against them, 18 And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe 
to the women that sew pillows to all armholes, and make kerchiefs upon 
the head of  every stature to hunt souls! Will  ye hunt the souls of  my 
people, and will ye save the souls alive that come unto you? 19 And will 
ye pollute me among my people for handfuls of barley and for pieces of  
bread, to slay the souls that should not die, and to save the souls alive 
that should not live, by your lying to my people that hear  your lies? 20 
Wherefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I  am against your pillows, 
wherewith ye there hunt the souls to make   them   fly  , and I will tear them 
from your arms, and will let the souls go, even the souls that ye hunt to 
make   them   fly  . 21 Your kerchiefs also will I tear, and deliver my people 
out of your hand, and they shall be no more in your hand to be hunted; 
and ye shall know that I  am the LORD. 22 Because with lies ye have 
made the heart of  the righteous sad, whom I have not made sad; and 
strengthened the hands of the wicked, that he should not return from his 
wicked way, by promising him life: 23 Therefore ye shall see no more 
vanity,  nor divine divinations:  for  I  will  deliver  my people out of  your 



hand: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.
Deuteronomy 18:9 When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy 

God giveth thee, thou shalt  not learn to do after the abominations of 
those nations.

Colossians 2 referred to Paul addressing this also.
Matthew  12:28  But  if  I  cast  out  devils  by the  Spirit of  God,  then  the 

kingdom of God is come unto you.
Eastons - Sceva - An implement, a Jew, chief of the priests at Ephesus #Ac 

19:13-16 i.e., the head of one of the twenty-four courses of the house of 
Levi. He had seven sons, who "took upon them to call over them which 
had evil spirits the name of  the Lord Jesus," in imitation of  Paul. They 
tried their  method of  exorcism on a fierce demoniac,  and failed.  His 
answer  to  them was to  this  effect  #Ac 19:15 "The Jesus whom you 
invoke is One whose authority I acknowledge; and the Paul whom you 
name I recognize to be a servant or messenger of God; but what sort of  
men are ye who have been empowered to act as you do by neither?" 
(Lindsay on the Acts of the Apostles.) 

2 Samuel 21:6 Let seven men of his sons be delivered unto us, and we will 
hang them up unto the LORD in Gibeah of  Saul,  whom the LORD did 
choose. And the king said, I will give them.

Proverbs 26:16 The sluggard  is wiser in his own conceit than  seven men 
that can render a reason.

Jeremiah 52:25 He took also out  of  the  city  an eunuch,  which had the 
charge of  the men of  war; and  seven men of  them that were near the 
king's person, which were found in the city; and the principal scribe of  
the host, who mustered the people of  the land; and threescore men of 
the people of the land, that were found in the midst of the city.

Acts 6:3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest 
report, full of  the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over 
this business.

1 Samuel 16:14-23 But the Spirit of  the LORD departed from Saul, and an 
evil spirit from the LORD troubled him. 15 And Saul's servants said unto 
him, Behold now, an evil spirit from God troubleth thee. 16 Let our lord 
now command thy servants, which are before thee, to seek out a man, 
who is a cunning player on an harp: and it shall come to pass, when the 
evil spirit from God is upon thee, that he shall play with his hand, and 
thou shalt be well. 17 And Saul said unto his servants, Provide me now a 
man that can play well, and bring him to me. 18 Then answered one of 
the  servants,  and  said,  Behold,  I  have  seen  a  son  of  Jesse  the 
Bethlehemite, that is cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a 
man of war, and prudent in matters, and a comely person, and the LORD 
is with him. 19 Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, and said, 



Send me David thy son, which is with the sheep. 20 And Jesse took an 
ass laden with bread, and a bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent them by 
David his son unto Saul. 21 And David came to Saul, and stood before 
him: and he loved him greatly; and he became his armourbearer. 22 And 
Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let David, I pray thee, stand before me; for 
he hath found favour in my sight. 23 And it came to pass, when the evil 
spirit from God was upon Saul, that David took an harp, and played with 
his  hand:  so  Saul  was  refreshed,  and  was  well,  and  the  evil  spirit 
departed from him.

1 Samuel 28:7 Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that 
hath a familiar spirit, that I may go to her, and enquire of  her. And his 
servants said to him, Behold, there is a woman that hath a familiar spirit 
at Endor.

Deuteronomy 18:11 Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a 
wizard, or a necromancer.

Isaiah 8:19 And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have 
familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not 
a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead?

Matthew 12:24-29 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow 
doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of  the devils. 25 
And  Jesus  knew their  thoughts,  and  said  unto  them,  Every  kingdom 
divided against itself  is brought to desolation; and every city or house 
divided against itself shall not stand: 26 And if Satan cast out Satan, he 
is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand? 27 And if I 
by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast them out? 
therefore they shall be your judges. 28  But if  I cast out devils by the 
Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you. 29 Or else how 
can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he 
first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house. 30 He that is 
not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth 
abroad.

Bind  the  strong  man first  in  Jesus'  name & cast  out  the  demons from 
Christians is like spoiling his house.

Matthew 12:30 He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth 
not with me scattereth abroad.

Mark 16:17,18 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name 
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18 They 
shall take up serpents; and if  they drink any deadly thing, it shall not 
hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

Luke 10:17-21 And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even 
the devils are subject unto us through thy name. 18 And he said unto 
them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. 19 Behold, I give unto 



you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of 
the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 20 Notwithstanding 
in  this  rejoice  not,  that  the  spirits  are  subject  unto  you;  but  rather 
rejoice, because your names are written in heaven. 21 In that hour Jesus 
rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of  heaven and 
earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed good in 
thy sight.

For Christians, Bind the strong man in Jesus' name. Cast out the demons in 
Jesus' name. We loose into them the spirits of God.

Matthew 12:43 When the unclean spirit is gone out of  a man, he walketh 
through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none. 44 Then he saith, I 
will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, 
he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished. 45 Then goeth he, and taketh 
with  himself  seven  other  spirits  more  wicked than  himself,  and  they 
enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the 
first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation.

Luke  11:24  When  the  unclean  spirit  is  gone  out  of  a  man,  he  walketh 
through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he saith, I will return 
unto my house whence I came out. 25 And when he cometh, he findeth it 
swept and garnished. 26 Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other 
spirits more wicked than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there: and 
the last state of that man is worse than the first.

Acts 8, 13, & 19 has exapmles of deliverances in the New Church.
Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed 

unto the day of redemption.
1 Corinthians 10:21 Ye cannot drink the cup of  the  Lord, and the cup of 

devils: ye cannot be partakers of  the  Lord's  table, and of  the  table of 
devils.

Joshua 15:24:15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you 
this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served 
that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land ye dwell:  but as for me and my house, we will  serve the 
LORD.

John 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
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