Josiah - Renewing the Covenant - 2 Kings 23

Summarized about young Josiah coming to the throne.

2 Kings 23:1-37 has the account of King Josiah.

2 Kings 23:1 And the king sent, and they gathered unto him all the elders of
Judah and of Jerusalem.

Josiah ordered the leaders & priests to clean up & repair the temple.

Strongs #02977 Yo'shiyah yo-shee-yaw' or Yo'shiyahuw yo-she-yaw'- hoo AV-
Josiah 53; 53 Josiah =" whom Jehovah heals”

1) son of Amon by Jedidah who succeeded his father to the throne of Judah
and reigned for 31 years; his reign is noteworthy for the great revivals
back to the worship of Jehovah which he led

2) a returned exile and son of Zephaniah at whose house took place the
solemn and symbolical crowning of Joshua the high priest in the time of
Zechariah the prophet

Summarized about Jeroboam defiling the Isrealites.

1 Kings 13:2 And he cried against the altar in the word of the LORD, and
said, O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD; Behold, a child shall be born
unto the house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he offer
the priests of the high places that burn incense upon thee, and men's
bones shall be burnt upon thee.

This prophesy was fulfilled in King Josiah here.

They found the book of Deuteronomy when cleaning & repairing the temple.

2 Kings 23:2,3 And the king went up into the house of the LORD, and all the
men of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and the
priests, and the prophets, and all the people, both small and great: and he
read in their ears all the words of the book of the covenant which was
found in the house of the LORD. 3 And the king stood by a pillar, and
made a covenant before the LORD, to walk after the LORD, and to keep
his commandments and his testimonies and his statutes with all their
heart and all their soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were
written in this book. And all the people stood to the covenant.

2 Chronicles 7:13,14 If | shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if |

command the locusts to devour the land, or if | send pestilence among
my people; 14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble

themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked

ways: then will | hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will

heal their land.
1 John 2:23 Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but)




he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.

Acts 19:18,19 And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed
their deeds. 19 Many of them also which used curious arts brought their
books together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the
price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.

Luke 3:8 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to
say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for | say unto you,
That God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.

Ezekiel 14:3 Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart,
and put the stumblingblock of their iniquity before their face: should | be
enquired of at all by them?

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our

sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Deuteronomy 18:9-14 When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy
God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of
those nations. 10 There shall not be found among you any one that
maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth
divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 11 Or a
charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a
necromancer. 12 For all that do these things are an abomination unto the
LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive
them out from before thee. 13 Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy
God. 14 For these nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto
observers of times, and unto diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thy God
hath not suffered thee so to do. (Explained)

Romans 12:21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.

2 Kings 23:4 And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, & the priests
of the second order, & the keepers of the door, to bring forth out of the
temple of the LORD all the vessels that were made for Baal, & for the
grove, & for all the host of heaven: & he burned them without Jerusalem
in the fields of Kidron, and carried the ashes of them unto Bethel.

John 2:15,16 And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove
them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out
the changers' money, and overthrew the tables; 16 And said unto them
that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house
an house of merchandise.

Luke 19:46 Saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house of prayer:
but ye have made it a den of thieves.

2 Kings 23:5 And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom the kings of

Judah had ordained to burn incense in the high places in the cities of




Judah, and in the places round about Jerusalem; them also that burned
incense unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to
all the host of heaven. (astrology & horoscopes)

Acts 17:22,23 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars’' hill, and said, Ye men
of Athens, | perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. 23 For as
I passed by, and beheld your devotions, | found an altar with this
inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly
worship, him declare | unto you.

2 Kings 23:6 And he brought out the grove from the house of the LORD,
without Jerusalem, unto the brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook
Kidron, and stamped it small to powder, and cast the powder thereof
upon the graves of the children of the people. 7 And he brake down the
houses of the sodomites, that were by the house of the LORD, where the
women wove hangings for the grove.

1 Samuel 2:12,22,29 Now the sons of Eli were sons of Belial; they knew not
the LORD. 22 Now Eli was very old, and heard all that his sons did unto
all Israel; and how they lay with the women that assembled at the door
of the tabernacle of the congregation. 29 Wherefore kick ye at my
sacrifice and at mine offering, which | have commanded in my
habitation; and honourest thy sons above me, to make yourselves fat
with the chiefest of all the offerings of Israel my people?

2 Kings 23:8 And he brought all the priests out of the cities of Judah, and
defiled the high places where the priests had burned incense, from Geba
to Beersheba, and brake down the high places of the gates that were in
the entering in of the gate of Joshua the governor of the city, which were
on a man's left hand at the gate of the city.

Romans 12:1,2 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world:
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Matthew 22:37-39 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38 This is
the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like unto it,
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

from Deuteronomy 6:5 And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

& from Leviticus 19:18 Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against
the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: |
am the LORD.




2 Kings 23:9-12 Nevertheless the priests of the high places came not up to
the altar of the LORD in Jerusalem, but they did eat of the unleavened
bread among their brethren. 10 And he defiled Topheth, which is in the
valley of the children of Hinnom, that no man might make his son or his
daughter to pass through the fire to Molech. 11 And he took away the
horses that the kings of Judah had given to the sun, at the entering in of
the house of the LORD, by the chamber of Nathanmelech the
chamberlain, which was in the suburbs, and burned the chariots of the
sun with fire. 12 And the altars that were on the top of the upper chamber
of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, and the altars which
Manasseh had made in the two courts of the house of the LORD, did the
king beat down, and brake them down from thence, and cast the dust of
them into the brook Kidron.

Josiah did here like Moses did to the golden calf in Exodus 2

2 Kings 23:13 And the high places that were before Jerusalem, which were
on the right hand of the mount of corruption, which Solomon the king of
Israel had builded for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Zidonians, and for
Chemosh the abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom the
abomination of the children of Ammon, did the king defile.

Where Solomon had built temples to the gods of his wives. 1 Kings 11:4-9.

2 Kings 23:14,15 And he brake in pieces the images, and cut down the
groves, and filled their places with the bones of men. 15 Moreover the
altar that was at Bethel, and the high place which Jeroboam the son of
Nebat, who made Israel to sin, had made, both that altar and the high
place he brake down, and burned the high place, and stamped it small to
powder, and burned the grove.

Summarized what Jeroboam did setting up vile priests. 1 kings 12

2 Kings 23:16,17 And as Josiah turned himself, he spied the sepulchres
that were there in the mount, and sent, and took the bones out of the
sepulchres, and burned them upon the altar, and polluted it, according to
the word of the LORD which the man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed
these words. 17 Then he said, What title is that that | see? And the men
of the city told him, It is the sepulchre of the man of God, which came
from Judah, and proclaimed these things that thou hast done against the
altar of Bethel. 18 And he said, Let him alone; let no man move his bones.
So they let his bones alone, with the bones of the prophet that came out
of Samaria.

1 Kings 18:21,37,39 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long

halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if
Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word. 37 Hear



me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD
God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. 39 And when all
the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is
the God; the LORD, he is the God.

Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed
unto the day of redemption.

1 Thessalonians 5:19 Quench not the Spirit.

2 Kings 23:19 And all the houses also of the high places that were in the
cities of Samaria, which the kings of Israel had made to provoke the
LORD to anger, Josiah took away, and did to them according to all the
acts that he had done in Bethel.

Deuteronomy 18:10A,11 10 There shall not be found among you ... 11 Or a
charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a
necromancer.

2 Kings 23:20 And he slew all the priests of the high places that were there
upon the altars, and burned men's bones upon them, and returned to
Jerusalem.

Exodus 22:18 Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.

In the New Covenant we do not kill witches, but they should not be allowed
in the Church of God. The Church is supposed to be for believers &
repentant sinners.

2 Kings 23:21,22 And the king commanded all the people, saying, Keep the
passover unto the LORD your God, as it is written in the book of this
covenant. 22 Surely there was not holden such a passover from the days
of the judges that judged Israel, nor in all the days of the kings of Israel,
nor of the kings of Judah;

Luke 22:19 And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto
them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in
remembrance of me.

Luke 23:34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what
they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.

More Service Notes:

2 Kings 23:23-37 But in the eighteenth year of king Josiah, wherein this
passover was holden to the LORD in Jerusalem. 24 Moreover the workers
with familiar spirits, and the wizards, and the images, and the idols, and
all the abominations that were spied in the land of Judah and in
Jerusalem, did Josiah put away, that he might perform the words of the
law which were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the
house of the LORD. 25 9 And like unto him was there no king before him,
that turned to the LORD with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with




all his might, according to all the law of Moses; neither after him arose
there any like him. 26 Notwithstanding the LORD turned not from the
fierceness of his great wrath, wherewith his anger was kindled against
Judah, because of all the provocations that Manasseh had provoked him
withal. 27 And the LORD said, |1 will remove Judah also out of my sight, as
I have removed Israel, and will cast off this city Jerusalem which | have
chosen, and the house of which | said, My name shall be there. 28 Now
the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all that he did, are they not written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 29 In his days
Pharaohnechoh king of Egypt went up against the king of Assyria to the
river Euphrates: and king Josiah went against him; and he slew him at
Megiddo, when he had seen him. 30 And his servants carried him in a
chariot dead from Megiddo, and brought him to Jerusalem, and buried him
in his own sepulchre. And the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of
Josiah, and anointed him, and made him king in his father's stead. 31 q|
Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he began to reign; and he
reigned three months in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Hamutal,
the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 32 And he did that which was evil in
the sight of the LORD, according to all that his fathers had done. 33 And
Pharaohnechoh put him in bands at Riblah in the land of Hamath, that he
might not reign in Jerusalem; and put the land to a tribute of an hundred
talents of silver, and a talent of gold. 34 And Pharaohnechoh made
Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the room of Josiah his father, and turned
his name to Jehoiakim, and took Jehoahaz away: and he came to Egypt,
and died there. 35 And Jehoiakim gave the silver and the gold to Pharaoh;
but he taxed the land to give the money according to the commandment
of Pharaoh: he exacted the silver and the gold of the people of the land,
of every one according to his taxation, to give it unto Pharaohnechoh. 36
Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he began to reign; and he
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Zebudah,
the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. 37 And he did that which was evil in
the sight of the LORD, according to all that his fathers had done.

2 Chronicles 33:25 But the people of the land slew all them that had
conspired against king Amon; and the people of the land made Josiah
his son king in his stead.

2 Chronicles 34:1 Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and
he reigned in Jerusalem one and thirty years.

2 Chronicles 34:33 And Josiah took away all the abominations out of all the
countries that pertained to the children of Israel, and made all that were
present in Israel to serve, even to serve the LORD their God. And all his



days they departed not from following the LORD, the God of their
fathers.

2 Chronicles 35:1 Moreover Josiah kept a passover unto the LORD in
Jerusalem: and they killed the passover on the fourteenth day of the
first month.

2 Chronicles 35:7 And Josiah gave to the people, of the flock, lambs and
kids, all for the passover offerings, for all that were present, to the
number of thirty thousand, and three thousand bullocks: these were of
the king's substance.

2 Chronicles 35:16 So all the service of the LORD was prepared the same
day, to keep the passover, and to offer burnt offerings upon the altar of
the LORD, according to the commandment of king Josiah.

2 Chronicles 35:18-26 And there was no passover like to that kept in Israel
from the days of Samuel the prophet; neither did all the kings of Israel
keep such a passover as Josiah kept, and the priests, and the Levites,
and all Judah and Israel that were present, and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem. 19 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah was this
passover kept. 20 After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple,
Necho king of Egypt came up to fight against Carchemish by Euphrates:
and Josiah went out against him. 22 Nevertheless Josiah would not turn
his face from him, but disguised himself, that he might fight with him,
and hearkened not unto the words of Necho from the mouth of God, and
came to fight in the valley of Megiddo. 23 And the archers shot at king
Josiah; and the king said to his servants, Have me away; for | am sore
wounded. 24 His servants therefore took him out of that chariot, and put
him in the second chariot that he had; and they brought him to
Jerusalem, and he died, and was buried in one of the sepulchres of his
fathers. And all Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. 25 And
Jeremiah lamented for Josiah: and all the singing men and the singing
women spake of Josiah in their lamentations to this day, and made them
an ordinance in Israel: and, behold, they are written in the lamentations.
26 Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and his goodness, according to
that which was written in the law of the LORD,

2 Chronicles 36:1 Then the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of
Josiah, and made him king in his father's stead in Jerusalem.
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