
Man of God or An Old Prophet - 1 Kings 13

Summarized the situation in Isreal at that time.
Ezekiel 14:3 Son of man, these men have set up their  idols in their  heart, 

and put the stumblingblock of their iniquity before their face: should I be 
enquired of at all by them?

Exodus 32 referred to how Moses disposed of the golden calf idol.
2 Chronicles 11:13-17 And the priests and the Levites that were in all Israel 

resorted  to  him out  of  all  their  coasts.  14  For  the  Levites  left  their 
suburbs and their  possession,  and came to Judah and Jerusalem: for 
Jeroboam and his sons had cast them off  from executing the priest's 
office unto the LORD: 15 And he ordained him priests for the high places, 
and for the devils, and for the calves which he had made. 16 And after 
them out of all the tribes of Israel such as set their hearts to seek the 
LORD God of Israel came to Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto the LORD God 
of  their  fathers.  17 So they strengthened the kingdom of  Judah,  and 
made Rehoboam the son of Solomon strong, three years: for three years 
they walked in the way of David and Solomon.

2  Corinthians  6:17  Wherefore  come out from  among  them,  and  be  ye 
separate,  saith the Lord,  and touch not  the unclean  thing;  and I  will 
receive you,

Explained about the Protestant Reformation.
1 Kings 13:1-2 And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by the 

word of the LORD unto Bethel: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn 
incense. 2 And he cried against the altar in the word of the LORD, and 
said, O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD; Behold, a child shall be born 
unto the house of  David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he offer 
the priests of  the high places that burn incense upon thee, and men's 
bones shall be burnt upon thee.

2 Kings 22,23 summarized about what Josiah did.
1 Kings 13:3 And he gave a sign the same day, saying, This is the sign 

which the LORD hath spoken; Behold, the altar shall be rent, and the 
ashes that are upon it shall be poured out.

Matthew 23:37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and 
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under  her 
wings, and ye would not!

Deuteronomy 13 God's standards for prophets.
1 Kings 13:4 And it came to pass, when king Jeroboam heard the saying of  

the man of God, which had cried against the altar in Bethel, that he put 



forth his hand from the altar,  saying, Lay hold on him. And his hand, 
which he put forth against him, dried up, so that he could not pull it in 
again to him.

Explained of  Belshazar in  Daniel 5:25,26 And this  is the writing that was 
written,  MENE,  MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 26 This  is the interpretation 
of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it.

1 Kings 13:5 The altar also was rent, and the ashes poured out from the 
altar, according to the sign which the man of God had given by the word 
of  the LORD. 6 And the king answered and said unto the man of  God, 
Intreat now the face of the LORD thy God, and pray for me, that my hand 
may be restored me again. And the man of God besought the LORD, and 
the king's hand was restored him again, and became as it was before.

Like Pharoah asking Moses to remove the plagues.
Like Simon Magus asking Peter to pray for him in Acts 8.
2 Kings 6 Elijah prayed for soldiers' sight to be taken away then restored.
1 Kings 13:7 And the king said unto the man of God, Come home with me, 

and refresh thyself, and I will give thee a reward.
Numbers 23,24 like what Balak offered to Balaam rewards of  divination. 

Summarized situation with Balaam.
Numbers 22:12  And God said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with them; 

thou shalt not curse the people: for they are blessed.
1 Kings 13:8 And the man of  God said unto the king, If  thou wilt give me 

half  thine house, I will not go in with thee, neither will I eat bread nor 
drink water in this place:

Acts 9:31  Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee 
and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and 
in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.

1 Kings 13:9 For so was it charged me by the word of the LORD, saying, Eat 
no bread, nor drink water,  nor turn again by the same way that thou 
camest.

He had the Word of God.
We have the Bible, the Word of God now to follow.
Luke 4 Our Lord replied to satan - "It is written".
Deuteronomy 18:9 ¶ When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy 

God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of 
those nations.

1 Kings 13:10 So he went another way, and returned not by the way that he 
came to Bethel.

Like  Joseph  did  -  2  Timothy  2:22  Flee also  youthful lusts:  but  follow 
righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out 
of a pure heart.

1  Corinthians 15:33 Be not  deceived:  evil communications  corrupt good 



manners.
Proverbs warns to stay away from the strange woman often.
Luke 4:13 And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed 

from him for a season.
protected by the blood on doorpast, but not if come out Exodus 12:22,23
1 Kings 13:11 Now there dwelt an old prophet in Bethel; and his sons came 

and told him all the works that the man of  God had done that day in 
Bethel: the words which he had spoken unto the king, them they told 
also to their father.

Matthew 15:8  This people  draweth nigh unto  me with  their  mouth,  and 
honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.

Matthew 10:37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy 
of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 
me.

1 Kings 13:12-15 And their father said unto them, What way went he? For 
his sons had seen what way the man of  God went, which came from 
Judah. 13 And he said unto his sons, Saddle me the ass. So they saddled 
him the ass: and he rode thereon, 14 And went after the man of God, and 
found him sitting under an oak: and he said unto him, Art thou the man 
of God that camest from Judah? And he said, I am.

John 9:4 I must work the works of  him that sent me, while it is day: the 
night cometh, when no man can work.

Luke 10:2 Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the 
labourers  are few:  pray ye therefore the Lord of  the  harvest,  that he 
would send forth labourers into his harvest.

Acts 13 refered to Elymas
Acts 16:16,17 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel 

possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters 
much gain by soothsaying: 17 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, 
saying, These men are the servants of  the most high God, which shew 
unto us the way of salvation.

Paul rebuked that Python the divination spirit.
2  Corinthians  11:13-15  For  such  are false  apostles,  deceitful  workers, 

transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 14 And no marvel; 
for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is 
no great thing if  his ministers also be  transformed as the ministers of 
righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.

1 Kings 13:15-17 Then he said unto him, Come home with me,  and eat 
bread. 16 And he said, I may not return with thee, nor go in with thee: 
neither will I eat bread nor drink water with thee in this place: 17 For it 
was said to me by the word of  the LORD, Thou shalt eat no bread nor 
drink water there, nor turn again to go by the way that thou camest.



We do not have to justify God's Word. Like Eve did to the serpent.
1 Kings 13:18 He said unto him, I am a prophet also as thou art; and an 

angel spake unto me by the word of  the LORD, saying, Bring him back 
with thee into thine house, that he may eat bread and drink water. But 
he lied unto him.

Explained  about  this  old  prophet  who  had  compromised  to  stay  with 
Jeroboam.

Familiar spirits speak but nullify the Word of God now.
Deuteronomy 13:1-3 If  there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of 

dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, 2 And the sign or the wonder 
come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other 
gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them; 3 Thou shalt 
not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: 
for the LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the LORD 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul.

Modern false prophets say "God told me to tell you" personal prophesies or 
divination.

Deuteronomy 18:11 Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a 
wizard, or a necromancer.

God used Balaams donkey, He can use any one or thing.
1 Kings 13:19 So he went back with him, and did eat bread in his house, 

and drank water. 20 And it came to pass, as they sat at the table, that 
the word of the LORD came unto the prophet that brought him back:

God used the old prophet like Balaams donkey.
1 Kings 13:21 And he cried unto the man of  God that came from Judah, 

saying,  Thus  saith  the  LORD,  Forasmuch as  thou hast  disobeyed the 
mouth of  the  LORD,  and hast  not  kept  the  commandment  which the 
LORD thy God commanded thee,

Misused Word of God 1 Corinthians 9:5 Have we not power to lead about a 
sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, 
and Cephas?

1 Kings 13:22 But camest back, and hast eaten bread and drunk water in 
the place, of the which the LORD did say to thee, Eat no bread, and drink 
no water; thy carcase shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy fathers.

Romans 6:1,2 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace 
may abound? 2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any 
longer therein?

2 Samuel 24:14 And David said unto Gad, I am in a great strait: let us fall 
now into the hand of the LORD; for his mercies are great: and let me not 
fall into the hand of man.

1 John 1:9 If  we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



More Service Notes:
1 Kings 13:23-34 And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, and after 

he had drunk, that he saddled for him the ass, to wit, for the prophet 
whom he had brought back. 24 And when he was gone, a lion met him by 
the way, and slew him: and his carcase was cast in the way, and the ass 
stood by it,  the lion also stood by the carcase.  25 And,  behold,  men 
passed by, and saw the carcase cast in the way, and the lion standing by 
the carcase: and they came and told it in the city where the old prophet 
dwelt. 26 And when the prophet that brought him back from the way 
heard thereof, he said, It is the man of God, who was disobedient unto 
the word of  the LORD: therefore the LORD hath delivered him unto the 
lion, which hath torn him, and slain him, according to the word of  the 
LORD, which he spake unto him. 27 And he spake to his sons, saying, 
Saddle me the ass. And they saddled him. 28 And he went and found his 
carcase  cast  in  the  way,  and  the  ass  and  the  lion  standing  by  the 
carcase: the lion had not eaten the carcase, nor torn the ass. 29 And the 
prophet took up the carcase of the man of God, and laid it upon the ass, 
and brought it back: and the old prophet came to the city, to mourn and 
to  bury  him.  30 And he laid  his  carcase  in  his  own grave;  and they 
mourned over him, saying, Alas, my brother!  31 And it came to pass, 
after he had buried him, that he spake to his sons, saying, When I am 
dead, then bury me in the sepulchre wherein the man of God is buried; 
lay my bones beside his bones: 32 For the saying which he cried by the 
word of the LORD against the altar in Bethel, and against all the houses 
of the high places which are in the cities of Samaria, shall surely come 
to pass. 33 After this thing Jeroboam returned not from his evil way, but 
made  again  of  the  lowest  of  the  people  priests  of  the  high  places: 
whosoever would, he consecrated him, and he became one of the priests 
of  the  high places.  34  And this  thing became sin  unto  the house of  
Jeroboam, even to cut it off, and to destroy it from off  the face of  the 
earth.
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