Early Morning - God's Special Time for His Own

Joshua 3A

Explained situation leading up to now.

Joshua 3:1-6 And Joshua rose early in the morning; and they removed from
Shittim, and came to Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and lodged
there before they passed over. 2 And it came to pass after three days,
that the officers went through the host; 3 And they commanded the
people, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your
God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then ye shall remove from
your place, and go after it. 4 Yet there shall be a space between you and
it, about two thousand cubits by measure: come not near unto it, that ye
may know the way by which ye must go: for ye have not passed this way
heretofore. 5 And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves: for
to morrow the LORD will do wonders among you. 6 And Joshua spake
unto the priests, saying, Take up the ark of the covenant, and pass over
before the people. And they took up the ark of the covenant, and went
before the people.

Joshua 3:1A And Joshua rose early in the morning;

Our Lord Jesus Christ not only rose early in the morning to pray, but many
times He was up in the mountain alone praying to His Father all night.
Psalms 63:1,2 A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah.
O God, thou arf my God; early will | seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee,
my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; 2

To see thy power and thy glory, so as | have seen thee in the sanctuary.

Proverbs 1:28-30 Then shall they call upon me, but |1 will not answer; they
shall seek me early, but they shall not find me: For that they hated
knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD: 30 They would
none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof.

With people playing religious games, God will not answer.

Isaiah 29:13 Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near
me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed
their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the
precept of men:

Proverbs 8:17 1| love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall
find me.

Isaiah 26:9 With my soul have | desired thee in the night; yea, with my
spirit within me will | seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the
earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.




Hosea 5:15 1 will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their
offence, and seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me early.

Joshua 3:1B-3 they removed from Shittim, and came to Jordan, he and all
the children of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. 2 And it
came to pass after three days, that the officers went through the host; 3
And they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the
covenant of the LORD your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it,
then ye shall remove from your place, and go after it.

Explained the protocol to carry the Ark of the Covenant.

Joshua 3: 4 Yet there shall be a space between you & it, about 2000 cubits
by measure: come not near unto it, that ye may know the way by which
ye must go: for ye have not passed this way heretofore.

Exodus 19:23 And Moses said unto the LORD, The people cannot come up
to mount Sinai: for thou chargedst us, saying, Set bounds about the
mount, and sanctify it.

Explained guidelines of the ark.

Jesus has gone before us as our Great High Priest.

Luke 3:8 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not
to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for |1 say unto
you, That God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.

Possibly referring to Stones Joshua had brought out of Jordan.

Mark 14:12,13 And the first day of unleavened bread, when they killed the
passover, his disciples said unto him, Where wilt thou that we go and
prepare that thou mayest eat the passover? 13 And he sendeth forth
two of his disciples, and saith unto them, Go ye into the city, and there
shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water: follow him.

Luke 1:76 And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for
thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways;

Luke 22:8 And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare us the
passover, that we may eat.

1 Corinthians 11:28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of
that bread, and drink of that cup.

Isaiah 52:11 Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean
thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels of
the LORD.

John 14:2,3 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, |
would have told you. |1 go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if | go and
prepare a place for you, | will come again, and receive you unto myself;
that where | am, there ye may be also.

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 John 2:1 My little children, these things write | unto you, that ye sin not.




And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous: 2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours
only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment:

Summarized Jesus coming & His 1000 year rule, etc in Book of Revelation.

Romans 8:13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.

Joshua 3:5-6 And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves: for to
morrow the LORD will do wonders among you. 6 And Joshua spake unto
the priests, saying, Take up the ark of the covenant, and pass over
before the people. And they took up the ark of the covenant, and went
before the people.

Quality of a pastor reflected in people in their church. Pray for your pastor.

1 Timothy 2:1,2 | exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 2 For kings,
and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable
life in all godliness and honesty.

Study Daniel's prayer in Daniel 9.

Crossing Jordan here is like when God split the Red Sea for Isealites to
Cross.

Isaiah 52:11 Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean
thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the vessels of
the LORD.

Depart from all ingodly things in the world.

Exodus 20:17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not
covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor
his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's.

1 Kings 22:22 And the LORD said unto him, Wherewith? And he said, | will
go forth, and | will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And
he said, Thou shalt persuade him, and prevail also: go forth, and do so.

2 Corinthians 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity
every thought to the obedience of Christ;

Isaiah 35:8 And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called
The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for
those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.
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