
Being Motivated to Pray Without Ceasing

Acts 12

Summarize situation in verses before now.

Acts  12:5-19  Peter  therefore  was  kept  in  prison:  but  prayer  was  made 
without  ceasing  of  the  church  unto  God for  him.  6  And when Herod 
would  have  brought  him  forth,  the  same  night  Peter  was  sleeping 
between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before 
the door kept the prison. 7 And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon 
him, and a light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and 
raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off  from his 
hands.  8  And the  angel  said  unto  him,  Gird  thyself,  and  bind  on  thy 
sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about 
thee, and follow me. 9 And he went out, and followed him; and wist not 
that it was true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a 
vision. 10 When they were past the first and the second ward, they came 
unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them of 
his own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one street; 
and  forthwith  the  angel  departed  from him.  11 And  when Peter  was 
come to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent 
his angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all 
the  expectation  of  the  people  of  the  Jews.  12  And  when  he  had 
considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, 
whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered together praying. 
13 And as Peter knocked at the door of  the gate,  a damsel came to 
hearken,  named  Rhoda.  14  And  when  she  knew  Peter's  voice,  she 
opened not the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood 
before  the  gate.  15  And  they  said  unto  her,  Thou  art  mad.  But  she 
constantly affirmed that it was even so. Then said they, It is his angel. 
16 But Peter continued knocking: and when they had opened the door, 
and saw him, they were astonished.  17 But he,  beckoning unto them 
with the hand to hold their peace, declared unto them how the Lord had 
brought him out of  the prison. And he said, Go shew these things unto 
James,  and to the brethren.  And he departed,  and went into another 
place. 18 Now as soon as it was day, there was no small stir among the 
soldiers, what was become of Peter. 19 And when Herod had sought for 
him, and found him not, he examined the keepers, and commanded that 
they  should  be  put  to  death.  And  he  went  down  from  Judaea  to 
Caesarea, and there abode.



Acts 12:5 prayer was made without ceasing 
James 5:14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; 

& let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:
Bind & loose over the weather. Jesus calmed the storms on the Sea often.
1 Samuel 12:23,24 Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin against 

the LORD in ceasing to pray for you: but I will teach you the good and the 
right way: 24 Only fear the LORD, and serve him in truth with all your 
heart: for consider how great things he hath done for you.

Summarized situation with Samuel here.
Luke 11:1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, 

when he ceased, one of  his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to 
pray, as John also taught his disciples.

Lord went up in the mountain to pray all night often.
Reese Howels prayed often for the War.
Daniel 10: praying but answer held up in heavenlies.
Luke 18 about Jesus tells of the Persistant widow
Acts 12:5 Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without 

ceasing of the church unto God for him.
Romans 1:9,10 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the 

gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in 
my prayers; 10 Making request, if  by any means now at length I might 
have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you.

Pastors  praying  for  Church  people.  Fathers  praying  for  their  family. 
Christians Pray for leaders, nation, etc.

Mark 9:29 And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but 
by prayer and fasting.

Ephesians 1:15-17 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord 
Jesus, and love unto all the saints, 16 Cease not to give thanks for you, 
making mention of you in my prayers; 17 That the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of  glory, may give unto you the spirit of  wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of him:

Colossians 1:9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard  it,  do not 
cease to pray for you,  and to desire that ye might be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

Isaiah 11:2 Spirits of God referred to - And the spirit of the LORD shall rest 
upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;

James 4:3 Ye ask, and receive not,  because ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts.

1 Thessalonians 5:17 Pray without ceasing.
Acts  6:4  But  we  will  give  ourselves  continually  to  prayer,  and  to  the 

ministry of the word.



2 Timothy 1:3-5 I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure 
conscience,  that  without  ceasing I  have remembrance of  thee in  my 
prayers night and day; 4 Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of  
thy tears, that I may be filled with joy; 5 When I call to remembrance the 
unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, 
and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also.

Acts 12:6 Peter sleeping in prison
Acts 16: Philip travels by the Holy Spirit.
Acts 9:31  Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee 

and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and 
in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.

Mark 16 Jesus gives Believers authority to pray for healing & deliverance.
Psalms 23:1-6 A Psalm of David. The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the 
still  waters.  3  He  restoreth  my  soul:  he  leadeth  me in  the  paths  of  
righteousness for  his  name's sake.  4  Yea,  though I  walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me. 5 Thou preparest a table before me in 
the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup 
runneth over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 
of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

Acts 12:7  And, behold, the  angel of  the Lord came upon  him, and a  light 
shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, 
saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands. 8 And the 
angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. 
And he saith unto him,  Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me. 9 
And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was true which 
was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision 10 When they were 
past the first and the second ward, they came unto the  iron gate  that 
leadeth unto the city; which opened to them of his own accord: and they 
went out,  and passed on through one street;  and forthwith the  angel 
departed from him. 

Psalm 34:7 The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear 
him, and delivereth them.

Acts 12:11 And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a 
surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of  
the hand of  Herod, and  from all  the expectation of  the people of  the 
Jews. 12 And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house 
of  Mary the mother of  John,  whose surname was Mark;  where many 
were gathered together praying. 13 And as Peter knocked at the door of 
the gate, a damsel came to hearken, named Rhoda. 14 And when she 
knew Peter's voice, she opened not the gate for gladness, but ran in, and 



told how Peter stood before the gate. 15 And they said unto her, Thou art 
mad. But she constantly affirmed that it was even so. Then said they, It 
is his angel. (ghost)

Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature.

Acts 12:16 But Peter continued knocking: and when they had opened the 
door,  and saw him, they were astonished.  17 But he, beckoning unto 
them with the hand to  hold their peace, declared unto them how the 
Lord had brought him out of  the prison. And he said,  Go shew these 
things unto James, and to the brethren. And he departed, and went into 
another place. 

John 21 Jesus says "Follow me Peter"
2 Corinthians 11 summarized in Perils of chapter.
Acts 12:18 Now as soon as it was day, there was no small stir among the 

soldiers, what was become of Peter. 19 And when Herod had sought for 
him, and found him not, he examined the keepers, and commanded that 
they should  be  put  to  death.  And  he  went  down  from  Judaea  to 
Caesarea, and there abode.

Summarized of guards when Jesus arose from the dead.
Explains mis-use of  Psalms against  people.  In  New Testament,  pray for 

more Believers to be raised up, not revenge.
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