Two Ways to Heaven - Truth or Heresy
John 14

When Our Lord Jesus Christ was here,what did He say of Himself?

John 14:6 - Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

And because of Hebrews 13:8 - Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to
day, and for ever.; it is still true.

But not everyone accepts that. And when someone wants to undermine his
adversary, and take off the pressure on himself; what would he do? Well,
what has the devil been doing to counter the work of Our Lord Jesus
Christ? 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 - For such are false apostles, deceitful
workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no
marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it
is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of
righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.

By using a twofold strategy; many people are being dis-oriented.

First, the Person of Our Lord Jesus Christ, as the Son of God is attacked.
John 6:69 - And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of
the living God.

John 20:31 - But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ the Son of God; & that believing ye might have life through his name.
Mark 14:61-65 - But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the
high priest asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the
Blessed? And Jesus said, | am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on
the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. Then the high
priest rent his clothes, and saith, What need we any further witnesses? Ye
have heard the blasphemy: what think ye? And they all condemned him to
be guilty of death. And some began to spit on him, and to cover his face,
and to buffet him, and to say unto him, Prophesy: and the servants did
strike him with the palms of their hands.

Then the Word of God is undermined. Jeremiah 28:15 - Then said the
prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, Hear now, Hananiah; The
LORD hath not sent thee; but thou makest this people to trust in a lie.

We all remember how effective false prophets were in the destruction of
Ahab. 2 Chronicles 18:18-22 - Again he said, Therefore hear the word of the
LORD; | saw the LORD sitting upon his throne, and all the host of heaven
standing on his right hand and on his left. And the LORD said, Who shall
entice Ahab king of Israel, that he may go up and fall at Ramothgilead? And
one spake saying after this manner, and another saying after that manner.
Then there came out a spirit, and stood before the LORD, and said, 1 will
entice him. And the LORD said unto him, Wherewith? And he said, |1 will go



out, and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And the LORD
said, Thou shalt entice him, and thou shalt also prevail: go out, and do even
so. Now therefore, behold, the LORD hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of
these thy prophets, and the LORD hath spoken evil against thee.

While there has always been false prophets, it seems that they multiplied
after Jesus Christ went back to Heaven. And Our Lord warned His People of
what was coming. Matthew 7:15 - Beware of false prophets, which come to
you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

But in spite of all their tricks, God's People, using the Word of God, the
Name of Jesus, and the Blood of Jesus Christ will prevail.

Hebrews 4:12 - For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart.

Revelation 12:11 - And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by
the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.
So how does the devil undermine the Word of God?

Mark 16:14 - Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat,
and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because
they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen.

Unbelief is so rampant, that this generation is called the most Biblically
illiterate one in hundreds of years.

Amos 8:11-12 - Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send
a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of
hearing the words of the LORD: And they shall wander from sea to sea, and
from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word
of the LORD, and shall not find it.

When the people asked Our Lord Jesus what they were supposed to do; He
told them plainly. John 6:28-40 - Then said they unto him, What shall we do,
that we might work the works of God? Jesus answered and said unto them,
This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. They
said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou then, that we may see,
and believe thee? what dost thou work? Our fathers did eat manna in the
desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat. Then Jesus
said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread
from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. For the
bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto
the world. Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. And
Jesus said unto them, | am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall
never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. But | said unto
you, That ye also have seen me, and believe not. All that the Father giveth
me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me | will in no wise cast out.



For | came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him
that sent me. And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all
which he hath given me | should lose nothing, but should raise it up again
at the last day. And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one
which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and |
will raise him up at the last day.

In case it is not clear enough.

1 John 2:23 - Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father:
(but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.

How much clearer can it get; Jesus Christ is the only way to Heaven.

So, who but the devil would tell people anything else? His cleverest lie is
that people are not good enough to go to Heaven; and they are not bad
enough to go to Hell. That is wrong!

Romans 3:23 - For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.
Romans 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

It is a clear-cut case. Sinful man by default, goes to Hell.

Only after getting saved, and cleansed by the Blood of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, does our destination change to Heaven. 1 John 1:5-10 - This then is
the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is
light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship
with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk
in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we
make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

This week had two theological bombshells, by the Pope. The first was that
Our Lord Jesus Christ is no longer the only way to Heaven. The next day, he
indicated that priests do not have to be celibate. Seeing that it was not
mandated by Our Lord Jesus; it is high time for it to be changed. Hopefully,
that will cut down on the sexual abuse scandals. But the first statement is
pure heresy. Here is the whole story, as it was reported.

The Independant - Wednesday, 11 September 2013 by Michael Day

Pope Francis assures atheists: You don’t have to believe in God to go to
heaven. In comments likely to enhance his progressive reputation, Pope
Francis has written a long, open letter to the founder of La- Repubblica
newspaper, Eugenio Scalfari, stating that non-believers would be forgiven
by God if they followed their consciences.

Responding to a list of questions published in the paper by Mr Scalfari, who
is not a Roman Catholic, Francis wrote: “You ask me if the God of the



Christians forgives those who don’t believe and who don’t seek the faith. |
start by saying - and this is the fundamental thing - that God’s mercy has
no limits if you go to him with a sincere and contrite heart. The issue for
those who do not believe in God is to obey their conscience. “Sin, even for
those who have no faith, exists when people disobey their conscience.”
Robert Mickens, the Vatican correspondent for the Catholic journal The
Tablet, said the pontiff’s comments were further evidence of his attempts
to shake off the Catholic Church’s fusty image, reinforced by his extremely
conservative predecessor Benedict XVI. “Francis is a still a conservative,”
said Mr Mickens. “But what this is all about is him seeking to have a more
meaningful dialogue with the world.” In a welcoming response to the letter,
Mr Scalfari said the Pope’s comments were “further evidence of his ability
and desire to overcome barriers in dialogue with all”.

In July, Francis signalled a more progressive attitude on sexuality, asking:
“If someone is gay and is looking for the Lord, who am | to judge him?”
Next, they too will be ordained.

As we have seen; there is not a dual covenant. And the doctrine of
universalism or ultimate reconciliation has been around deceiving many
millions for centuries. It even presented a major stumbling block for Finney
in his revivals, until Our Lord Jesus moved him out of the picture. It is not
only found in Christianity; it is in other religions. Wikipedia has an article
on it. Dual-covenant theology

Dual-covenant theology is a Christian view of the Old Covenant which holds
that Jews may simply keep the "Law of Moses™, because of the
"everlasting covenant"” (Genesis 17:13) between Abraham and God
expressed in the Hebrew Bible, whereas Gentiles (those not Jews or
Jewish proselytes) must convert to Christianity or alternatively accept the
Seven Laws of Noah to be assured of a place in the World to Come.

Many forms of Christianity, especially Conservative Protestants, consider
this view to be heresy. Alternative Christian views are that the "Law of
Moses™ has been superseded or abrogated. According to the Catechism of
the Catholic Church, "The Law of the Gospel "fulfills,"” refines, surpasses,
and leads the Old Law to its perfection.”

Judaism maintains that in the post-diluvian era there is a universally
binding covenant between God and man in the form of the Noahide Laws (a
code of law based on seven basic principles) and that there is additionally
a unique Sinaitic covenant that was made between God and the Jewish
people at Mt. Sinai. In this respect Judaism can be said to espouse a sort
of “dual-covenant theology.” However Judaism has not historically
maintained that there is a separate covenant for gentiles wherein they
should convert to Christianity. Indeed from the Maimonidean perspective,
belief in the divinity of Jesus would be a breach of the universally binding



covenant of Noahide Law.

The esteemed 18th century rabbinic thinker Rabbi Yaakov Emden has even
opined that “the original intention of Jesus, and especially of Paul, was to
convert only the Gentiles to the seven moral laws of Noah and to let the
Jews follow the Mosaic law — which explains the apparent contradictions
in the New Testament regarding the laws of Moses and the Sabbath.”

Later on the 20th century unorthodox Jewish theologian Franz Rosenzweig
consequent to his flirtations with Christianity advanced the idea in his
work the Star of Redemption that “Christianity acknowledges the God of
the Jews, not as God but as “the Father of Jesus Christ.” Christianity itself
cleaves to the “Lord” because it knows that the Father can be reached only
through him....We are all wholly agreed as to what Christ and his church
mean to the world: no one can reach the Father save through him. No one
can reach the Father! But the situation is quite different for one who does
not have to reach the Father because he is already with him. And this is
true of the people of Israel.”

Daniel Goldhagen, former Associate Professor of Political Science at
Harvard University, also suggested in his book A Moral Reckoning that the
Roman Catholic Church should change its doctrine and the accepted
Biblical canon to excise statements he labels as anti-Semitic, to indicate
that "The Jews' way to God is as legitimate as the Christian way".

David H. Stern, a Messianic Jewish theologian, wrote Dual-Covenant
theology is said to originate with R. Moshe Ben-Maimon (“The RaMBaM,”
Maimonides, 1135-1204). It was proffered in the 20th century by the
Jewish philosopher Franz Rosenzweig (1886-1929), and was elaborated
upon by such theologians as Reinhold Niebuhr and James Parkes.

These founders believe that Jesus' message is not for Jews but for Gentiles
and, for example, John 14:6 is to be understood thusly: "I am the way, the
truth and the life; and no Gentile comes to the father except through me.".
However, asserts Dr. Stern, the very problem of Dual-Covenant Theology is
that "replacing Yeshua’s ‘No one comes to the Father except through me’
with 'No Gentile comes..." does unacceptable violence to the plain sense of
the text and to the whole New Testament.” Acts 4:12 - Neither is there
salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved.

The Apostolic Decree in the Book of Acts (15:19-29) has sometimes been
read as a form of dual-covenant theology and as parallel to Noahide Law.
Though the Apostolic Decree is no longer observed by many Christian
denominations today, it is still observed in full by the Greek Orthodox.

An alternative interpretation is that the text refers to converted Jews and
converted Gentiles, meaning that it is an intra-Church debate that doesn't
necessarily include Jews who did not accept Jesus as their Messiah.



Traditionally, the decree has been understood as a response to, and denial
of, the claim made by a certain sect of Jewish converts that Gentile
converts had to follow the Mosaic Law for salvation, and not to have
referred to those Jews who were outside the Church either positively or
negatively.

A major theme of Paul's Epistle to the Romans is said to be that, so far as
salvation is concerned, Jews and Gentiles are equal before God (2:7-12;
3:9-31; 4:9-12; 5:12,17-19; 9:24; 10:12-13; 11:30-32). Romans 1:16, by stating
that the Gospel is the same for Jew and Gentile, may present a serious
problem for Dual-covenant theology.

Galatians 5:3 is sometimes cited as a verse supporting Dual-covenant
theology. A problem with this argument, however, is the context of
Galatians 5. Galatians 5:4 in particular, says, "You have been severed from
Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from
grace.” Line this up with Galatians 2, Galatians 2:21 in particular, which
says “l do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through
the Law, then Christ died needlessly.” Scholars still debate the meaning of
the Pauline phrase "Works of the Law".

A similar challenge is presented by Galatians 2:15 and 16, just after the
Incident at Antioch, in which Paul says (speaking to Peter, a fellow Jew),
“We are Jews by nature and not sinners from among the Gentiles;
nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law
but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so
that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law;
since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.”

The same exclusive claims for the Christian message are also made by
other writers. John 14:6 states, "Jesus said to him, 'l am the way, and the
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.™ Peter,
speaking to fellow Jews about Jesus in Acts 4:12, says: "And there is
salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has
been given among men, by which we must be saved.”

The First Epistle of John states, "Who is the liar? It is the man who denies
that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist—he denies the Father
and the Son. No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever
acknowledges the Son has the Father also.” This does not differentiate
between Jews or Gentiles, giving an argument of evidence of absence.

In 2006, Evangelical Protestant Jerry Falwell denied a report in the
Jerusalem Post that he supported dual-covenant theology: “l have been on
record all 54 years of my ministry as being opposed to dual covenant
theology... | simply cannot alter my deeply held belief in the exclusivity of
salvation through the Gospel of Christ for the sake of political or
theological expediency. Like the Apostle Paul, | pray daily for the salvation



of everyone, including the Jewish people.”

Now, if Jews did not need to be saved; why did the Son of God start His
Earthly Ministry with them. He challenged the religious ones. He told
Nicodemus in John 3:7 - Marvel not that | said unto thee, Ye must be born
again. Our Lord Jesus reached out to the people. Matthew 11:28-30 - Come
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, & learn of me; for | am meek & lowly in heart: & ye
shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, & my burden is light.
Earlier, the term, 7 Laws of Noah was mentioned.

In Judaism, the Seven Laws of Noah, or the Noahide Laws, are a set of
moral imperatives that, according to the Talmud, were given by God as a
binding set of laws for the "children of Noah" - that is, all of humankind.
According to Judaism, any non-Jew who adheres to these laws is regarded
as a righteous gentile, and is assured of a place in the World to Come, the
final reward of the righteous. Adherents are often called "B'nei Noach”
(Children of Noah) or "Noahides,” and may sometimes network in Jewish
synagogues. The seven laws listed by the Tosefta and the Talmud are:

The prohibition of Idolatry.

The prohibition of Murder.

The prohibition of Theft.

The prohibition of Sexual immorality.

The prohibition of Blasphemy.

The prohibition of eating flesh taken from an animal while it is still alive.
The requirement of maintaining courts to provide legal recourse.

The Noahide laws comprise the six commandments which were given to
Adam in the Garden of Eden, according to the Talmud's interpretation of
Gen 2:16, and a seventh precept, which was added after the Flood of Noah.
According to Judaism, the 613 commandments given in the written Torah,
as well as their explanations and applications discussed in the oral Torah,
are applicable to the Jews only, and non-Jews are bound only to observe
the seven Noahide laws.

Christianity and the Noahide Laws Christian views on the old covenant
vary. Most Christian denominations incorporate the Ten Commandments,
the Great Commandment, and The Golden Rule, however some believe in
the complete Abrogation of Old Covenant laws. The only Noahide law that
is not part of the standard moral teaching of mainstream Christianity is the
prohibition against eating the flesh of an animal while it is still alive
(number 6 above). Many interpret Acts and the Pauline Epistles as making
void the dietary laws found in the Torah and known of Noah (Genesis 7:2-3
and Genesis 8:20). This claim is disputed by many Christians, including the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, the Seventh Day Adventist Church,
the Church of God (Seventh Day). The Apostolic Decree which is still



observed by the Orthodox includes some food restrictions.

The 18th-century Rabbi Jacob Emden proposed that Jesus, and Paul after
him, intended to convert the Gentiles to the Noahide laws while allowing
the Jews to follow full Mosaic Law. He is wrong too.

As for the dietary laws, Our Lord Jesus Christ very clearly explained them
for us now. Mark 7:14-20 - And when he had called all the people unto him,
he said unto them, Hearken unto me every one of you, and understand:
There is nothing from without a man, that entering into him can defile him:
but the things which come out of him, those are they that defile the man. If
any man have ears to hear, let him hear. And when he was entered into the
house from the people, his disciples asked him concerning the parable. And
he saith unto them, Are ye so without understanding also? Do ye not
perceive, that whatsoever thing from without entereth into the man, it
cannot defile him; Because it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly,
and goeth out into the draught, purging all meats? And he said, That which
cometh out of the man, that defileth the man.

Acts 10:9-16 - On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh
unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth
hour: And he became very hungry, and would have eaten: but while they
made ready, he fell into a trance, And saw heaven opened, and a certain
vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four
corners, and let down to the earth: Wherein were all manner of fourfooted
beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the
air. And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat. But Peter said,
Not so, Lord; for | have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean.
And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath
cleansed, that call not thou common. This was done thrice: and the vessel
was received up again into heaven.

Islam has similar concept to the Dual Covenant.

Even though there are many distractions turning people away from True
Salvation that has been provided by the Shed Blood of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, there is only one way to Heaven.

John 3:14-21 - And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even
so must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that
believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned
already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son
of God. And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and
men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For



every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest
his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the light,
that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.

People say that God is so merciful, that He wouldn't leave the unbelievers
in hell forever. They have been told that a holding cell, called Purgatory,
will soften them up for Heaven. And if they have enough money, they can
get early release. What did Our Lord Jesus say about that?

Luke 16:19-31 - There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple
and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: And there was a certain
beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, And
desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table:
moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. And it came to pass, that the
beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich
man also died, and was buried; And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in
torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he
cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that
he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for | am
tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy
lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but
now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And beside all this, between
us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from
hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from
thence. Then he said, | pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send
him to my father's house: For | have five brethren; that he may testify unto
them, lest they also come into this place of torment. Abraham saith unto
him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said,
Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will
repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.

Matthew 25:46 - And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but
the righteous into life eternal.

How much clearer can it get? There are not two ways to Heaven. It is a
heresy. John 14:6 - Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 14:12; Matthew 10:33; Isaiah 64:6; Acts 4: 12;
John 15: 24; 1 John 2: 23; John 8:44; Matthew 23:37 - 39; 2 Corinthians 6:2.
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