ichabod - The New Denomination

1 Samuel 4:21

Have you noticed how far many institutions have departed from their Godly
beginnings? Originally, hospitals and schools were started by concerned
Christians.

In fact, they attracted people with a vocation to fulfill. You do not hear about
vocations much these days. That is to have a Godly calling on their lives. Too
often now, it is just another profession; and if they do not get their money:
here comes the work to rule or a strike.

Trading away important or sacred responsibilities is nothing new to
humanity.

Genesis 25: 29 to 34 - And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field,
and he was faint: And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, | pray thee, with that
same red pottage ; for | am faint: therefore was his name called Edom. And
Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright. And Esau said, Behold, | am at the
point to die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me? And Jacob said,
Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto
Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat
and drink, and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised his birthright.

What about the two central institutions of civilization; the Church and
government? These are supposed to guide the nations down the right path.
But are they? If you compared them to those of one or two centuries ago; is
there any semblance? While some are trying to improve the lives of their
citizens; many are not. Take tax reform, for instance; was not the United
States of America started because of a three cent tax? Is there anyone who
would not quickly exchange that tax, for what they are paying now?

Revolting against high taxes is not new either.

1 Kings 12: 1 to 19 - And Rehoboam went to Shechem: for all Israel were
come to Shechem to make him king. And it came to pass, when Jeroboam
the son of Nebat, who was yet in Egypt, heard of it , (for he was fled from the
presence of king Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt;) That they sent and
called him. And Jeroboam and all the congregation of Israel came, and spake
unto Rehoboam, saying, Thy father made our yoke grievous: now therefore
make thou the grievous service of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he
put upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee. And he said unto them, Depart
yet for three days, then come again to me. And the people departed. And king



Rehoboam consulted with the old men, that stood before Solomon his father
while he yet lived, and said, How do ye advise that | may answer this people?
And they spake unto him, saying, If thou wilt be a servant unto this people
this day, and wilt serve them, and answer them, and speak good words to
them, then they will be thy servants for ever. But he forsook the counsel of
the old men, which they had given him, and consulted with the young men
that were grown up with him, and which stood before him: And he said unto
them, What counsel give ye that we may answer this people, who have
spoken to me, saying, Make the yoke which thy father did put upon us
lighter? And the young men that were grown up with him spake unto him,
saying, Thus shalt thou speak unto this people that spake unto thee, saying,
Thy father made our yoke heavy, but make thou it lighter unto us; thus shalt
thou say unto them, My little finger shall be thicker than my father's loins.
And now whereas my father did lade you with a heavy yoke, |1 will add to your
yoke: my father hath chastised you with whips, but 1 will chastise you with
scorpions. So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day,
as the king had appointed, saying, Come to me again the third day. And the
king answered the people roughly, and forsook the old men's counsel that
they gave him; And spake to them after the counsel of the young men,
saying, My father made your yoke heavy, and | will add to your yoke: my
father also chastised you with whips, but | will chastise you with scorpions.
Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the people; for the cause was from
the LORD, that he might perform his saying, which the LORD spake by Ahijah
the Shilonite unto Jeroboam the son of Nebat. So when all Israel saw that
the king hearkened not unto them, the people answered the king, saying,
What portion have we in David? neither have we inheritance in the son of
Jesse: to your tents, O Israel: now see to thine own house, David. So Israel
departed unto their tents. But as for the children of Israel which dwelt in the
cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. Then king Rehoboam sent
Adoram, who was over the tribute; and all Israel stoned him with stones, that
he died. Therefore king Rehoboam made speed to get him up to his chariot,
to flee to Jerusalem. So Israel rebelled against the house of David unto this
day.

There are too many leaders who choose the course of political expediency,
and pattern their policies by the opinion polls, and their desire to get re-
elected. Instead of reaching up for the highest level of public service; they
succumb to baser instincts, to see how low they can go.

Even the United Nations is not free from that crowd; as there are usually
allegations of corruption, incompotence etc. flying around.

Because most of them are not Godly; it does not surprise us. But what about



those who claim to be God’s leaders; the Church. A casual glance of religious
news items, will show what is going on in church circles.

Christian doctrine is being watered down, or completely dropped.

Many churches do not consider salvation a big thing anymore.

John 3: 3 - Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto thee,
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

Modern theology and un-believing pastors and elders have undermined or
even negated the Word of God.

Hebrews 4: 12 - For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit,
and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents
of the heart.

2 Timothy 3: 16 & 17 - All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto
all good works.

It has been said, that whenever someone gets off base doctrinally; they will
soon be off morally. And that is the story of a lot of churches and people.
Like wormy, rotten apples, they appear Godly on the outside. But their
spirituality, like beauty, is only skin deep. And they are rotten to the core;
from the leaders down.

How can you tell the difference?

To start with: does your leader match God’s qualifications for leadership?

1 Timothy 3: 1 to 13 - This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a
bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop then must be blameless, the
husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality,
apt to teach; Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but
patient, not a brawler, not covetous; One that ruleth well his own house,
having his children in subjection with all gravity; (For if a man know not how
to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) Not a
novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the
devil. Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest
he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. Likewise must the deacons
be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy
lucre; Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. And let these



also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found
blameless. Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful
in all things. Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their
children and their own houses well. For they that have used the office of a
deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in
the faith which is in Christ Jesus.

God will not be mocked. He expects His Church to be like His Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ. And because He died on Calvary’s Cross, to pay the debt for our
sins; we can be cleansed from all that garbage.

1 John 1: 5 to 10 - This then is the message which we have heard of him, and
declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say
that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not
the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned,
we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

Our Lord Jesus Christ wants His people to be wholly committed to Him. But
the devil has had too much success in getting God's people, church and
priests off base. And when they get off-base so far, and will not repent and
be restored; something will have to happen; because Our Lord will not be
mocked.

Leviticus 10: 1 & 2 - And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of
them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered
strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not. And there
went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the
LORD.

And after this episode, the priesthood knew that God wasn't playing games.

Exodus 19: 22 - And let the priests also, which come near to the LORD,
sanctify themselves, lest the LORD break forth upon them.

Is there another example of when the religious system became
dysfunctional?



Exodus 32: 1 to 6 - And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come
down out of the mount, the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron,
and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go before us; for as for this
Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what
is become of him. And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earrings,
which are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and
bring them unto me. And all the people brake off the golden earrings which
were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron. And he received them at
their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten
calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of
the land of Egypt. And when Aaron saw it , he built an altar before it; and
Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the LORD. And
they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought
peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to

play.

1 Samuel 2: 11 to 18 - And Elkanah went to Ramah to his house. And the child
did minister unto the LORD before Eli the priest. Now the sons of Eli were
sons of Belial; they knew not the LORD. And the priests’' custom with the
people was, that , when any man offered sacrifice, the priest's servant came,
while the flesh was in seething, with a fleshhook of three teeth in his hand;
And he struck it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; all that the
fleshhook brought up the priest took for himself. So they did in Shiloh unto all
the Israelites that came thither. Also before they burnt the fat, the priest's
servant came, and said to the man that sacrificed, Give flesh to roast for the
priest; for he will not have sodden flesh of thee, but raw. And if any man said
unto him, Let them not fail to burn the fat presently, and then take as much
as thy soul desireth; then he would answer him, Nay ; but thou shalt give it
me now: and if not, | will take it by force. Wherefore the sin of the young men
was very great before the LORD: for men abhorred the offering of the LORD.
But Samuel ministered before the LORD, being a child, girded with a linen
ephod.

As you can see, the situation is bad; but it is to get worse.

1 Samuel 2: 22 to 36 - Now Eli was very old, and heard all that his sons did
unto all Israel; and how they lay with the women that assembled at the door
of the tabernacle of the congregation. And he said unto them, Why do ye
such things? for | hear of your evil dealings by all this people. Nay, my sons;
for it is no good report that | hear: ye make the LORD'S people to transgress.
If one man sin against another, the judge shall judge him: but if a man sin



against the LORD, who shall intreat for him? Notwithstanding they hearkened
not unto the voice of their father, because the LORD would slay them. And
the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with the LORD, and also
with men. And there came a man of God unto Eli, and said unto him, Thus
saith the LORD, Did | plainly appear unto the house of thy father, when they
were in Egypt in Pharaoh's house? And did | choose him out of all the tribes
of Israel to be my priest, to offer upon mine altar, to burn incense, to wear an
ephod before me? and did | give unto the house of thy father all the offerings
made by fire of the children of Israel? Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice and
at mine offering, which | have commanded in my habitation; and honourest
thy sons above me, to make yourselves fat with the chiefest of all the
offerings of Israel my people? Wherefore the LORD God of Israel saith, | said
indeed that thy house, and the house of thy father, should walk before me for
ever: but now the LORD saith, Be it far from me; for them that honour me |
will honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed. Behold, the
days come, that 1 will cut off thine arm, and the arm of thy father's house,
that there shall not be an old man in thine house. And thou shalt see an
enemy in my habitation, in all the wealth which God shall give Israel: and
there shall not be an old man in thine house for ever. And the man of thine,
whom | shall not cut off from mine altar, shall be to consume thine eyes, and
to grieve thine heart: and all the increase of thine house shall die in the
flower of their age. And this shall be a sign unto thee, that shall come upon
thy two sons, on Hophni and Phinehas; in one day they shall die both of them.
And | will raise me up a faithful priest, that shall do according to that which
is in mine heart and in my mind: and | will build him a sure house; and he
shall walk before mine anointed for ever. And it shall come to pass, that
every one that is left in thine house shall come and crouch to him for a piece
of silver and a morsel of bread, and shall say, Put me, | pray thee, into one of
the priests’ offices, that | may eat a piece of bread.

When the religious system has gone this far from the Will of God, and His
Word; major corrections are soon in coming. And the process has already
started; as Samuel has come on the scene. It is like the political scene when
Saul went bad, and God replaced him with David.

How does God put the changes in effect?

1 Samuel 3: 11 to 14 - And the LORD said to Samuel, Behold, | will do a thing
in Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it shall tingle. In
that day | will perform against Eli all things which | have spoken concerning
his house: when | begin, | will also make an end. For | have told him that |
will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his



sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not. And therefore | have
sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be
purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever.

And then the fateful day arrived.

1 Samuel 4: 1 to 11 - And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. Now Israel
went out against the Philistines to battle, and pitched beside Ebenezer: and
the Philistines pitched in Aphek. And the Philistines put themselves in array
against Israel: and when they joined battle, Israel was smitten before the
Philistines: and they slew of the army in the field about four thousand men.
And when the people were come into the camp, the elders of Israel said,
Wherefore hath the LORD smitten us to day before the Philistines? Let us
fetch the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of Shiloh unto us, that, when it
cometh among us, it may save us out of the hand of our enemies. So the
people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from thence the ark of the
covenant of the LORD of hosts, which dwelleth between the cherubims: and
the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the
covenant of God. And when the ark of the covenant of the LORD came into
the camp, all Israel shouted with a great shout, so that the earth rang again.
And when the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, they said, What
meaneth the noise of this great shout in the camp of the Hebrews? And they
understood that the ark of the LORD was come into the camp. And the
Philistines were afraid, for they said, God is come into the camp. And they
said, Woe unto us! for there hath not been such a thing heretofore. Woe unto
us! who shall deliver us out of the hand of these mighty Gods? these are the
Gods that smote the Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderness. Be
strong, and quit yourselves like men, O ye Philistines, that ye be not servants
unto the Hebrews, as they have been to you: quit yourselves like men, and
fight. And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten, and they fled every
man into his tent: and there was a very great slaughter; for there fell of Israel
thirty thousand footmen. And the ark of God was taken; and the two sons of
Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were slain.

And when the bad news gets back; other tragedies happen.

1 Samuel 4: 12 to 22 - And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, and
came to Shiloh the same day with his clothes rent, and with earth upon his
head. And when he came, lo, Eli sat upon a seat by the wayside watching: for
his heart trembled for the ark of God. And when the man came into the city,
and told it , all the city cried out. And when Eli heard the noise of the crying,
he said, What meaneth the noise of this tumult? And the man came in hastily,



and told Eli. Now Eli was ninety and eight years old; and his eyes were dim,
that he could not see. And the man said unto Eli, | am he that came out of
the army, and | fled to day out of the army. And he said, What is there done,
my son? And the messenger answered and said, Israel is fled before the
Philistines, and there hath been also a great slaughter among the people,
and thy two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God is
taken. And it came to pass, when he made mention of the ark of God, that he
fell from off the seat backward by the side of the gate, and his neck brake,
and he died: for he was an old man, and heavy. And he had judged Israel forty
years. And his daughter in law, Phinehas' wife, was with child, near to be
delivered: and when she heard the tidings that the ark of God was taken, and
that her father in law and her husband were dead, she bowed herself and
travailed; for her pains came upon her. And about the time of her death the
women that stood by her said unto her, Fear not; for thou hast born a son. But
she answered not, neither did she regard it . And she named the child
Ichabod, saying, The glory is departed from Israel: because the ark of God
was taken, and because of her father in law and her husband. And she said,
The glory is departed from Israel: for the ark of God is taken.

Many years later, while under Roman occupation, the same situation
developed. And the Son of God, Our Lord Jesus Christ addressed it.

Matthew 23: 1 to 33 - Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples,
Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: All therefore
whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after
their works: for they say, and do not. For they bind heavy burdens and
grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves
will not move them with one of their fingers. But all their works they do for to
be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders
of their garments, And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief
seats in the synagogues, And greetings in the markets, and to be called of
men, Rabbi, Rabbi. But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even
Christ; and all ye are brethren. And call no man your father upon the earth:
for one is your Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye called masters: for
one is your Master, even Christ. But he that is greatest among you shall be
your servant. And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that
shall humble himself shall be exalted. But woe unto you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for
ye neither go in yourselves , neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows'
houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the



greater damnation. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye
compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make
him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves. Woe unto you, ye blind
guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but
whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor! Ye fools and
blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctifieth the gold?
And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever
sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. Ye fools and blind: for
whether is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift? Whoso
therefore shall swear by the altar, sweareth by it, and by all things thereon.
And whoso shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it, and by him that
dwelleth therein. And he that shall swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne
of God, and by him that sitteth thereon. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted
the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye
to have done, and not to leave the other undone. Ye blind guides, which
strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but
within they are full of extortion and excess. Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse
first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be
clean also. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like
unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are
within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also
outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and
iniquity. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build
the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, And
say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been
partakers with them in the blood of the prophets. Wherefore ye be witnhesses
unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the prophets.
Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation of
vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?

This was not a rash decision by God; He had tried for many hundreds of years
to get them back on base.

Matthew 23: 34 to 39 - Wherefore, behold, | send unto you prophets, and wise
men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of
them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to
city: That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth,
from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of
Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. Verily | say unto



you, All these things shall come upon this generation. O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent
unto thee, how often would | have gathered thy children together, even as a
hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your
house is left unto you desolate. For | say unto you, Ye shall not see me
henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the
Lord.

And in 70 A.D., the Romans came in and destroyed Jerusalem, and Judea to
Galilee.

As the Glory of the Lord departed just before the Temple was taken; the
Ichabod Syndrome re-occurred.

And the Modern Church is back in that position. Modern Theology has
removed the Divinity of Our Lord Jesus Christ. They completely ignore His
Shed Blood. They nullify all the miracles. They trash the Word of God, by
picking and choosing what they want to believe. They have turned away from
living the holy life, and adopted the amorality of the pagans. Their clergy, are
an insult to the True and Living God. And instead of being ministers of Our
Lord Jesus Christ; they are worshipping the god of this world.

Matthew 12: 30 - He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth
not with me scattereth abroad.

It is exactly what happened under Jeroboam.

1 Kings 12: 25 to 33 - Then Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephraim, and
dwelt therein; and went out from thence, and built Penuel. And Jeroboam
said in his heart, Now shall the kingdom return to the house of David: If this
people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then
shall the heart of this people turn again unto their lord, even unto Rehoboam
king of Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king of
Judah. Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold, and
said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods,
O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And he set the one
in Bethel, and the other put he in Dan. And this thing became a sin: for the
people went to worship before the one, even unto Dan. And he made an
house of high places, and made priests of the lowest of the people, which
were not of the sons of Levi. And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth
month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like unto the feast that is in Judah,
and he offered upon the altar. So did he in Bethel, sacrificing unto the calves
that he had made: and he placed in Bethel the priests of the high places



which he had made. So he offered upon the altar which he had made in
Bethel the fifteenth day of the eighth month, even in the month which he had
devised of his own heart; and ordained a feast unto the children of Israel:
and he offered upon the altar, and burnt incense.

The clergy had a choice to make; who were they going to serve?

2 Chronicles 11: 13 to 17 - And the priests and the Levites that were in all
Israel resorted to him out of all their coasts. For the Levites left their
suburbs and their possession, and came to Judah and Jerusalem: for
Jeroboam and his sons had cast them off from executing the priest's office
unto the LORD: And he ordained him priests for the high places, and for the
devils, and for the calves which he had made. And after them out of all the
tribes of Israel such as set their hearts to seek the LORD God of Israel came
to Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto the LORD God of their fathers. So they
strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and made Rehoboam the son of Solomon
strong, three years: for three years they walked in the way of David and
Solomon.

As God is Gracious; He has a final appeal.

Revelation 2: 5 - Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and
repent, and do the first works; or else | will come unto thee quickly, and will
remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.

And if this Ichabod Denomination does not repent, what do those who have
been washed and cleansed in Our Lord’s Shed Blood do?

Revelation 18: 4 - And | heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of
her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not
of her plagues.
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