Just Say No

Acts 5: 29

Ephesians 5: 33 - Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his
wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.

Ephesians 6: 1 - Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.

Ephesians 5:22,25 - Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as
unto the Lord. 25 - Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for it;

Not every wife is like the virtuous woman in Proverbs 31, who has a God
fearing husband. And instead of bashing him over the head with the Bible to
convert him; there is a better way.

1 Peter 3: 1 to 7 NKJV - Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own
husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word,
may be won by the conduct of their wives, when they observe your chaste
conduct accompanied by fear. Do not let your adornment be merely
outward--arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel-- rather
let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a
gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God. For in
this manner, in former times, the holy women who trusted in God also
adorned themselves, being submissive to their own husbands, as Sarah
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good
& are not afraid with any terror. Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with
understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, & as
being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be
hindered.

Binding and loosing and restoring the soul is important too.

But what do you do when he actively goes against God. The principle is the
same for both men and women.

Acts 5: 26 to 42 - Then went the captain with the officers, and brought
them without violence: for they feared the people, lest they should have



been stoned. And when they had brought them, they set them before the
council: and the high priest asked them, Saying, Did not we straitly
command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have
filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood
upon us. Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to
obey God rather than men. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom
ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted with his right hand to
be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness
of sins. And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy
Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him. When they heard that ,
they were cut to the heart, and took counsel to slay them. Then stood
there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the
law, had in reputation among all the people, and commanded to put the
apostles forth a little space; And said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take
heed to yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men. For before
these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be somebody; to whom a
number of men, about four hundred, joined themselves: who was slain; and
all, as many as obeyed him, were scattered, and brought to nought. After
this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the taxing, and drew away
much people after him: he also perished; and all, even as many as obeyed
him, were dispersed. And now | say unto you, Refrain from these men, and
let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to
nought: But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found
even to fight against God. And to him they agreed: and when they had
called the apostles, and beaten them , they commanded that they should
not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. And they departed from
the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to
suffer shame for his name. And daily in the temple, and in every house, they
ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.

1 Samuel 25: 1 to 44 - And Samuel died; and all the Israelites were
gathered together, and lamented him, and buried him in his house at
Ramah. And David arose, and went down to the wilderness of Paran. And
there was a man in Maon, whose possessions were in Carmel; and the man
was very great, and he had three thousand sheep, and a thousand goats:
and he was shearing his sheep in Carmel. Now the name of the man was
Nabal; and the name of his wife Abigail: and she was a woman of good



understanding, and of a beautiful countenance: but the man was churlish
and evil in his doings; and he was of the house of Caleb. And David heard in
the wilderness that Nabal did shear his sheep. And David sent out ten
young men, and David said unto the young men, Get you up to Carmel, and
go to Nabal, and greet him in my name: And thus shall ye say to him that
liveth in prosperity , Peace be both to thee, and peace be to thine house,
and peace be unto all that thou hast. And now | have heard that thou hast
shearers: now thy shepherds which were with us, we hurt them not, neither
was there ought missing unto them, all the while they were in Carmel. Ask
thy young men, and they will shew thee. Wherefore let the young men find
favour in thine eyes: for we come in a good day: give, | pray thee,
whatsoever cometh to thine hand unto thy servants, and to thy son David.
And when David's young men came, they spake to Nabal according to all
those words in the name of David, and ceased. And Nabal answered David's
servants, and said, Who is David? and who is the son of Jesse? there be
many servants now a days that break away every man from his master.
Shall | then take my bread, and my water, and my flesh that |1 have killed for
my shearers, and give it unto men, whom | know not whence they be ? So
David's young men turned their way, and went again, and came and told
him all those sayings. And David said unto his men, Gird ye on every man
his sword. And they girded on every man his sword; and David also girded
on his sword: and there went up after David about four hundred men; and
two hundred abode by the stuff. But one of the young men told Abigail,
Nabal's wife, saying, Behold, David sent messengers out of the wilderness
to salute our master; and he railed on them. But the men were very good
unto us, and we were not hurt, neither missed we any thing, as long as we
were conversant with them, when we were in the fields: They were a wall
unto us both by night and day, all the while we were with them keeping the
sheep. Now therefore know and consider what thou wilt do; for evil is
determined against our master, and against all his household: for he is such
a son of Belial, that a man cannot speak to him. Then Abigail made haste,
and took two hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine, and five sheep ready
dressed, and five measures of parched corn , and an hundred clusters of
raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on asses. And she
said unto her servants, Go on before me; behold, | come after you. But she
told not her husband Nabal. And it was so, as she rode on the ass, that she



came down by the covert of the hill, and, behold, David and his men came
down against her; and she met them. Now David had said, Surely in vain
have | kept all that this fellow hath in the wilderness, so that nothing was
missed of all that pertained unto him: and he hath requited me evil for
good. So and more also do God unto the enemies of David, if | leave of all
that pertain to him by the morning light any that pisseth against the wall.
And when Abigail saw David, she hasted, and lighted off the ass, and fell
before David on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, And fell at his
feet, and said, Upon me, my lord, upon me let this iniquity be : and let thine
handmaid, | pray thee, speak in thine audience, and hear the words of thine
handmaid. Let not my lord, | pray thee, regard this man of Belial, even
Nabal: for as his name is , so is he; Nabal is his name, and folly is with him:
but |1 thine handmaid saw not the young men of my lord, whom thou didst
send. Now therefore, my lord, as the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth,
seeing the LORD hath withholden thee from coming to shed blood, and from
avenging thyself with thine own hand, now let thine enemies, and they that
seek evil to my lord, be as Nabal. And now this blessing which thine
handmaid hath brought unto my lord, let it even be given unto the young
men that follow my lord. | pray thee, forgive the trespass of thine
handmaid: for the LORD will certainly make my lord a sure house; because
my lord fighteth the battles of the LORD, and evil hath not been found in
thee all thy days. Yet a man is risen to pursue thee, and to seek thy soul:
but the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of life with the LORD
thy God; and the souls of thine enemies, them shall he sling out, as out of
the middle of a sling. And it shall come to pass, when the LORD shall have
done to my lord according to all the good that he hath spoken concerning
thee, and shall have appointed thee ruler over Israel; That this shall be no
grief unto thee, nor offence of heart unto my lord, either that thou hast
shed blood causeless, or that my lord hath avenged himself: but when the
LORD shall have dealt well with my lord, then remember thine handmaid.
And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, which sent
thee this day to meet me: And blessed be thy advice, and blessed be thou,
which hast kept me this day from coming to shed blood, and from avenging
myself with mine own hand. For in very deed, as the LORD God of Israel
liveth, which hath kept me back from hurting thee, except thou hadst
hasted and come to meet me, surely there had not been left unto Nabal by



the morning light any that pisseth against the wall. So David received of
her hand that which she had brought him, and said unto her, Go up in peace
to thine house; see, | have hearkened to thy voice, and have accepted thy
person. And Abigail came to Nabal; and, behold, he held a feast in his
house, like the feast of a king; and Nabal's heart was merry within him, for
he was very drunken: wherefore she told him nothing, less or more, until
the morning light. But it came to pass in the morning, when the wine was
gone out of Nabal, and his wife had told him these things, that his heart
died within him, and he became as a stone. And it came to pass about ten
days after , that the LORD smote Nabal, that he died. And when David heard
that Nabal was dead, he said, Blessed be the LORD, that hath pleaded the
cause of my reproach from the hand of Nabal, and hath kept his servant
from evil: for the LORD hath returned the wickedness of Nabal upon his
own head. And David sent and communed with Abigail, to take her to him to
wife. And when the servants of David were come to Abigail to Carmel, they
spake unto her, saying, David sent us unto thee, to take thee to him to wife.
And she arose, and bowed herself on her face to the earth, and said,
Behold, let thine handmaid be a servant to wash the feet of the servants of
my lord. And Abigail hasted, and arose, and rode upon an ass, with five
damsels of hers that went after her; and she went after the messengers of
David, and became his wife. David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel; and they
were also both of them his wives. But Saul had given Michal his daughter,
David's wife, to Phalti the son of Laish, which was of Gallim.

Esther 4: 1 to 17 - When Mordecai perceived all that was done, Mordecai
rent his clothes, and put on sackcloth with ashes, and went out into the
midst of the city, and cried with a loud and a bitter cry; And came even
before the king's gate: for none might enter into the king's gate clothed
with sackcloth. And in every province, whithersoever the king's
commandment and his decree came, there was great mourning among the
Jews, and fasting, and weeping, and wailing; and many lay in sackcloth and
ashes. So Esther's maids and her chamberlains came and told it her. Then
was the queen exceedingly grieved; and she sent raiment to clothe
Mordecai, and to take away his sackcloth from him: but he received it not.
Then called Esther for Hatach, one of the king's chamberlains, whom he
had appointed to attend upon her, and gave him a commandment to
Mordecai, to know what it was , and why it was . So Hatach went forth to



Mordecai unto the street of the city, which was before the king's gate. And
Mordecai told him of all that had happened unto him, and of the sum of the
money that Haman had promised to pay to the king's treasuries for the
Jews, to destroy them. Also he gave him the copy of the writing of the
decree that was given at Shushan to destroy them, to shew it unto Esther,
and to declare it unto her, and to charge her that she should go in unto the
king, to make supplication unto him, and to make request before him for
her people. And Hatach came and told Esther the words of Mordecai. Again
Esther spake unto Hatach, and gave him commandment unto Mordecai; All
the king's servants, and the people of the king's provinces, do know, that
whosoever, whether man or woman, shall come unto the king into the inner
court, who is not called, there is one law of his to put him to death, except
such to whom the king shall hold out the golden sceptre, that he may live:
but 1 have not been called to come in unto the king these thirty days. And
they told to Mordecai Esther's words. Then Mordecai commanded to
answer Esther, Think not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king's
house, more than all the Jews. For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at
this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews
from another place; but thou and thy father's house shall be destroyed: and
who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as
this? Then Esther bade them return Mordecai this answer , Go, gather
together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and
neither eat nor drink three days, night or day: | also and my maidens will
fast likewise; and so will | go in unto the king, which is not according to the
law: and if | perish, | perish. So Mordecai went his way, and did according
to all that Esther had commanded him.

The purpose of this message is not to instill rebellion in families; but to
reinforce personal priorities. Matthew 10: 37 - He that loveth father or
mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or
daughter more than me is not worthy of me.

So what is the best way? And what do you do when there is no unity?

1 Corinthians 7: 10 to 16 NKJV - Now to the married | command, yet not |
but the Lord: A wife is not to depart from her husband. But even if she does
depart, let her remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband. And a
husband is not to divorce his wife. But to the rest I, not the Lord, say: If any



brother has a wife who does not believe, and she is willing to live with him,
let him not divorce her. And a woman who has a husband who does not
believe, if he is willing to live with her, let her not divorce him. For the
unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is
sanctified by the husband; otherwise your children would be unclean, but
now they are holy. But if the unbeliever departs, let him depart; a brother or
a sister is not under bondage in such cases . But God has called us to
peace. For how do you know, O wife, whether you will save your husband?
Or how do you know, O husband, whether you will save your wife?

It's important to be ready, because as the world gets worse, believers are
constantly being confronted with compromising with the world and with
the devil.

So, let us be prepared; because we can only go so far.
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