Jonah - God's Will, Will Not be Thwarted
Jonah 1

In this day and age of rapid happenings; don't despair. God is still on His
Throne, and in control of everything. And when He wants something done;
He can do it Himself. 2 Samuel 6: 7 - And the anger of the LORD was
kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and there he
died by the ark of God.

He can use His Angels. Daniel 3: 28 - Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and
said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath
sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have
changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not
serve nor worship any god, except their own God.

He can even use the demons.

2 Chronicles 18: 19 to 21 - And the LORD said, Who shall entice Ahab king
of Israel, that he may go up and fall at Ramothgilead? And one spake
saying after this manner, and another saying after that manner. Then there
came out a spirit, and stood before the LORD, and said, |1 will entice him.
And the LORD said unto him, Wherewith? And he said, | will go out, and be
a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And the LORD said, Thou
shalt entice him , and thou shalt also prevail: go out, and do even so.

Or He can use people. Luke 10: 19 - Behold, | give unto you power to tread
on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and
nothing shall by any means hurt you.

So what happens when they don't want to do His Will? God has no shortage
of means to persuade errant people to conform. Leviticus 26 is very
descriptive, and in great detail of what happens.

There's also 2 Chronicles 7: 13 & 14 - If | shut up heaven that there be no
rain, or if | command the locusts to devour the land, or if | send pestilence
among my people; If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways;
then will | hear from heaven, & will forgive their sin, & will heal their land.
Hebrews 12: 5 to 11 - And ye have forgotten the exhortation which
speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the
chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For whom
the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he
receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for
what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without
chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not
sons. Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us ,



and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection
unto the Father of spirits, and live? For they verily for a few days chastened
us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be
partakers of his holiness. Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be
joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit
of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.

But when leaders don't obey, God makes an example of them, to show that
they don't get preferential treatment. Numbers 20: 7 to 13 - And the LORD
spake unto Moses, saying, Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly
together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before
their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to
them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and their
beasts drink. And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as he
commanded him. And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together
before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch
you water out of this rock? And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod
he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the
congregation drank, and their beasts also . And the LORD spake unto
Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes
of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into
the land which | have given them. This is the water of Meribah; because the
children of Israel strove with the LORD, and he was sanctified in them.

And then there's Jonah in Jonah 1 - Now the word of the LORD came unto
Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and
cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me. But Jonah rose
up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to
Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof,
and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of
the LORD. But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a
mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. Then the
mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the
wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten if of them. But Jonah
was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep.
So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, What meanest thou, O
sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that
we perish not. And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast
lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they cast
lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray
thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; What is thine occupation? and
whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people arf thou?



And he said unto them, | am an Hebrew; and | fear the LORD, the God of
heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry /and. Then were the men
exceedingly afraid, and said unto him, Why hast thou done this? For the
men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told
them. Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that the sea
may be calm unto us? for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous. And he
said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the
sea be calm unto you: for | know that for my sake this great tempest is
upon you. Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but they
could not: for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous against them.
Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, We beseech thee, O LORD,
we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man’'s life, and lay not upon us
innocent blood: for thou, O LORD, hast done as it pleased thee. So they
took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from
her raging. Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a
sacrifice unto the LORD, and made vows. Now the LORD had prepared a
great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three
days and three nights.
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