
How Persistent are We in Prayer?

Mark 14: 38

How much time do people spend in prayer? I don't want to put anyone on 
the spot; so why don't we check it out in the Bible. And what relationship is 
there between praying and the Church? Matthew 21: 12 to 17 - And Jesus 
went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in 
the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats 
of them that sold doves, And said unto them, It is written, My house shall 
be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. And the 
blind and the lame came to him in the temple; and he healed them. And 
when the chief  priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, 
and the children crying in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the Son of  
David; they were sore displeased, And said unto him, Hearest thou what 
these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the 
mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise? And he left them, 
and went out of the city into Bethany; and he lodged there.

Isn't that what Churches are supposed to do? Praying, healing the sick, 
casting  out  demons,  and worshipping Our Lord  Jesus and thanking Our 
Heavenly Father.

Prayer was so important that it was a major part in the tabernacle and the 
temple.  The  golden  altar  of  incense  was  installed  right  in  front  of  the 
entrance to the Most Holy Place with the Ark of the Covenant inside.

Exodus 30: 1 to 10 - And thou shalt make an altar to burn incense upon: of 
shittim wood shalt thou make it. A cubit shall be the length thereof, and a 
cubit the breadth thereof; foursquare shall it be: and two cubits shall be the 
height  thereof:  the  horns  thereof  shall  be  of  the  same.  And thou  shalt 
overlay  it  with  pure  gold,  the  top  thereof,  and  the  sides  thereof  round 
about, and the horns thereof; and thou shalt make unto it a crown of gold 
round about. And two golden rings shalt thou make to it under the crown of  
it, by the two corners thereof, upon the two sides of it shalt thou make it ; 
and they shall be for places for the staves to bear it withal. And thou shalt 
make the staves of  shittim wood, and overlay them with gold. And thou 



shalt put it before the vail that is by the ark of  the testimony, before the 
mercy seat that is over the testimony, where I will  meet with thee. And 
Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every morning: when he dresseth 
the lamps,  he  shall  burn incense upon it.  And when Aaron lighteth  the 
lamps at even, he shall burn incense upon it, a perpetual incense before 
the LORD throughout your generations. Ye shall offer no strange incense 
thereon, nor burnt sacrifice, nor meat offering; neither shall ye pour drink 
offering thereon. And Aaron shall make an atonement upon the horns of it 
once in a year with the blood of the sin offering of atonements: once in the 
year shall he make atonement upon it throughout your generations: it is 
most holy unto the LORD.

There is even an golden altar in Heaven. Revelation 8: 3 & 4 - And another 
angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was 
given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all 
saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. And the smoke 
of  the incense, which came with the prayers of  the saints, ascended up 
before God out of the angel's hand.

God was very  particular  about the golden altar,  and didn't  want people 
messing around with it. Leviticus 10: 1- And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of  
Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense 
thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded 
them not.

The continual burning of incense on the altar represents the necessity of  
continual or persistent prayer. So what does that say to us as believers in 
the Full Gospel of  Our Lord Jesus Christ; in preaching salvation, healing 
and deliverance? Besides becoming more committed; we need to be more 
diligent in our prayers. The disciples, realising their inadequacies, asked 
Our Lord for a special blessing.

Luke 11: 1 - And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, 
when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, 
as John also taught his disciples.

And when later on they had a choice to make; they well remembered their 
lessons.  Acts  6:  1  to  7  -  And  in  those  days,  when  the  number  of  the 
disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against 



the  Hebrews,  because  their  widows  were  neglected  in  the  daily 
ministration.  Then the twelve called the multitude of  the disciples unto 
them , and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and 
serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of 
honest report, full of  the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint 
over this business. But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to 
the ministry of the word. And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and 
they chose Stephen, a man full of  faith and of  the Holy Ghost, and Philip, 
and  Prochorus,  and  Nicanor,  and  Timon,  and  Parmenas,  and  Nicolas  a 
proselyte of  Antioch: Whom they set before the apostles: and when they 
had prayed, they laid their hands on them. And the word of God increased; 
and the  number  of  the  disciples  multiplied  in  Jerusalem greatly;  and a 
great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.

If the disciples had not spent much time in prayer and the Word; the results 
would not have been the same.

And  what  can  happen  when  a  Godly  man  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit 
preaches after this preparation?? Acts 2: 37 to 47 - Now when they heard 
this , they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of 
the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto 
them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For 
the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off,  
even as many as the Lord our God shall call. And with many other words did 
he  testify  and  exhort,  saying,  Save  yourselves  from  this  untoward 
generation. Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the 
same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. And 
they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of  bread,  and in prayers.  And fear  came upon every soul:  and 
many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. And all that believed 
were together, and had all things common; And sold their possessions and 
goods,  and parted them to all  men ,  as every man had need. And they, 
continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 
Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to 
the church daily such as should be saved.



Are there any other examples in the Bible? Luke 18: 1 to 8 - And he spake a 
parable unto them to this end , that men ought always to pray, and not to 
faint; Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither 
regarded man: And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, 
saying, Avenge me of  mine adversary. And he would not for a while: but 
afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man; 
Yet  because  this  widow  troubleth  me,  I  will  avenge  her,  lest  by  her 
continual coming she weary me. And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust 
judge saith. And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and 
night  unto  him,  though  he bear  long with  them? I  tell  you  that  he  will 
avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he 
find faith on the earth?

Now there  are  those  who  believe  that  you  only  have  to  pray  once  for 
something to happen. But I prefer the advice of Our Lord; "that men ought 
always to pray,  and not  to  faint".  And Our Lord  put  His Own Advice in 
action, when He prayed more than once to heal a man.

Mark 8: 22 to 26 - And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man 
unto him, and besought him to touch him. And he took the blind man by the 
hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and 
put his hands upon him, he asked him if  he saw ought. And he looked up, 
and said, I see men as trees, walking. After that he put his hands again 
upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was restored, and saw every 
man clearly. And he sent him away to his house, saying, Neither go into the 
town, nor tell it to any in the town.

Did you see that word "again" in verse 25? 

And when you are desparate, you will go to extreme measures.

Mark 10: 46 to 52 - And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho 
with his disciples and a great number of people, blind Bartimaeus, the son 
of  Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging. And when he heard that it 
was Jesus of  Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou Son of 
David, have mercy on me. And many charged him that he should hold his 
peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou Son of David, have mercy 
on me. And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they 
call the blind man, saying unto him, Be of  good comfort, rise; he calleth 



thee.  And he,  casting away his  garment,  rose,  and came to Jesus.  And 
Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto 
thee? The blind man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive my sight. And 
Jesus said unto him, Go thy way;  thy faith  hath made thee whole.  And 
immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.

Have you ever been like Blind Bart; and received no compassion from those 
around? Well don't give up; Our Lord commands you to come to Him. 

And if someone who is close to us needs help; keep on praying.

Matthew 15: 21 to 28 -  Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the 
coasts of Tyre and Sidon. And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the 
same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou 
Son  of  David;  my  daughter  is  grievously  vexed  with  a  devil.  But  he 
answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, saying, 
Send her away; for she crieth after us. But he answered and said, I am not 
sent but unto the lost sheep of  the house of  Israel. Then came she and 
worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. But he answered and said, It is not 
meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs. And she said, 
Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' 
table. Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: 
be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from 
that very hour.

Her humble and persistent petitions to Our Lord Jesus were answered. Isn't 
it good to see someone's prayers answered like that? The disciples would 
have sent her away, but thankfully Our Lord Jesus didn't. So if anyone tries 
to tell you that God doesn't help any more; don't give up. Keep on praying, 
and continue crying out to Our Lord. 2 Chronicles 16: 9A - For the eyes of  
the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong 
in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him. 

Our Lord Jesus even left us an account of how committed He is to helping 
us; even when others pass us by. Luke 10: 30 to 37 - And Jesus answering 
said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among 
thieves,  which  stripped  him  of  his  raiment,  and  wounded  him  ,  and 
departed, leaving him half dead. And by chance there came down a certain 
priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. And 



likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him , and 
passed by on the other side.  But a certain Samaritan,  as he journeyed, 
came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him , 
And went to him , and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set 
him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And 
on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to 
the  host,  and  said  unto  him,  Take  care  of  him;  and  whatsoever  thou 
spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. Which now of these 
three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? 
And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, 
and do thou likewise.

Did you ever  wonder who that Good Samaritan was? John 8:  48 -  Then 
answered the Jews, and said unto him (Jesus), Say we not well that thou 
art a Samaritan, and hast a devil?

So when those religious hypocrites pass you by; keep on praying, Our Lord 
Jesus will be around soon to help you. Matthew 11: 28 to 30 - Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

And as we get closer to Our Lord Jesus, we will want to spend more time 
with Him in prayer. Lack of  time is one of  the main reasons that people 
don't pray. Therefore I would like to encourage you, and especially those 
who have been knocked off their feet by this economic downturn; to spend 
much time in prayer.

And for those of  you who are blessed in retirement; don't throw it away 
with worldly pursuits. We need to be watching and praying. Are there any 
examples of God fearing seniors? Luke 2: 25 to 38 - And, behold, there was 
a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just 
and devout, waiting for the consolation of  Israel: and the Holy Ghost was 
upon him. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should 
not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he came by the 
Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to 
do for him after the custom of  the law, Then took he him up in his arms, 
and blessed God, and said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 



peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, Which 
thou hast  prepared before the face of  all  people;  A light  to  lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of  thy people Israel. And Joseph and his mother 
marvelled at those things which were spoken of him. And Simeon blessed 
them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall 
and rising again of  many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken 
against;  (Yea, a sword shall  pierce through thy own soul also,)  that the 
thoughts  of  many  hearts  may be revealed.  And there  was one Anna,  a 
prophetess, the daughter of  Phanuel, of  the tribe of  Aser: she was of  a 
great age, and had lived with an husband seven years from her virginity; 
And she was a widow of  about fourscore and four years, which departed 
not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and 
day. And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and 
spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.

Of  course, to-day they would be called religious fanatics; but from God's 
perspective, they are being righteous.

When you read the biographies of the mighty men of faith; you will see how 
important prayer was to them.

Vanya Moiseyev was a young Soviet soldier in the 1960s; who got up a few 
hours before roll  call in the mornings to pray. One day, when fervent in 
prayer, he lost track of  time, and was late for inspection. When asked for 
the cause of his tardiness; he replied that he was praying. So his tribulation 
started. And when they couldn't break him; the KGB killed him.

Daniel was also challenged, and ordered to not pray. Daniel 6: 5 to 10 - 
Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, 
except we find [it] against him concerning the law of his God. Then these 
presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and said thus unto 
him,  King  Darius,  live  for  ever.  All  the  presidents  of  the  kingdom,  the 
governors,  and  the  princes,  the  counsellors,  and  the  captains,  have 
consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, 
that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days, save 
of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions. Now, O king, establish 
the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed, according to the 
law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not. Wherefore king Darius 



signed the writing and the decree. Now when Daniel knew that the writing 
was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his 
chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, 
and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

15 to 23 - Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, 
Know, O king, that the law of the Medes and Persians [is], That no decree 
nor statute which the king establisheth may be changed. Then the king 
commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast [him] into the den of lions. 
[Now] the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest 
continually, he will deliver thee. And a stone was brought, and laid upon the 
mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with his own signet, and with the 
signet  of  his  lords;  that  the  purpose  might  not  be  changed concerning 
Daniel.  Then the king went to his palace,  and passed the night fasting: 
neither were instruments of musick brought before him: and his sleep went 
from him. Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste 
unto  the den  of  lions.  And  when he  came to  the  den,  he  cried  with  a 
lamentable voice unto Daniel: [and] the king spake and said to Daniel, O 
Daniel,  servant  of  the  living  God,  is  thy  God,  whom  thou  servest 
continually, able to deliver thee from the lions? Then said Daniel unto the 
king, O king, live for ever. My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the 
lions'  mouths,  that  they  have  not  hurt  me:  forasmuch  as  before  him 
innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no 
hurt. Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they 
should take Daniel up out of  the den. So Daniel was taken up out of  the 
den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his 
God.

Isn't it good to see such dramatic results to prayer. 

Even though men are called of  God to be leaders, the ladies are not left 
out. Acts 1: 12 to 14 - Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount 
called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey. And when 
they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both 
Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, 
and Matthew, James the son of  Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas 
the brother of  James. These all continued with one accord in prayer and 
supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 



brethren.

Acts 16: 13 to 15 - And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river 
side, where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake unto 
the women which resorted thither . And a certain woman named Lydia, a 
seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us : 
whose heart  the Lord opened,  that  she attended unto the things which 
were spoken of Paul. And when she was baptized, and her household, she 
besought us , saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come 
into my house, and abide there . And she constrained us.

So everyone needs to be more persistant in prayer. And when the needs are 
great; God's mighty men arise to the task. Daniel 9: 1 to 6 - In the first year 
of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made 
king over the realm of the Chaldeans; In the first year of his reign I Daniel 
understood by books the number of  the years, whereof  the word of  the 
LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy 
years in the desolations of Jerusalem. And I set my face unto the Lord God, 
to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes: 
And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O 
Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them 
that love him, and to them that keep his commandments; We have sinned, 
and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, 
even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments: Neither have 
we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy name to 
our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.

There was another time that he prevailed long in prayer. Daniel 10: 1 to 3 - 
In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was revealed unto Daniel, 
whose name was called Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, but the time 
appointed was long: and he understood the thing, and had understanding of  
the vision. In those days I Daniel was mourning three full weeks. I ate no 
pleasant bread,  neither  came flesh nor  wine in my mouth,  neither  did I 
anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled.

Daniel 10: 12 to 14 - Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the 
first  day  that  thou didst  set  thine  heart  to  understand,  and to  chasten 
thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words. 



But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: 
but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained 
there with the kings of  Persia. Now I am come to make thee understand 
what shall befall thy people in the latter days: for yet the vision is for many 
days.

A modern equivalent to him would be Reese Howells. He was such a mighty 
prayer  intercessor,  that  the  outcome  of  WW2  would  have  been  much 
different, if he hadn't faithfully followed the Holy Spirit in persistant prayer.

After reading his biography, try E.M. Bounds. He has many excellent books 
on prayer. Now how do people become more effective in prayer?

Those in the occult  try to  acquire greater  potions,  demons etc.  to give 
them more spiritual  power.  Would there be any examples of  this  in  the 
Bible? Acts 8: 9 to 13 - But there was a certain man, called Simon, which 
beforetime in the same city  used sorcery,  and bewitched the people of 
Samaria, giving out that himself  was some great one: To whom they all 
gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great 
power of  God. And to him they had regard, because that of  long time he 
had  bewitched  them  with  sorceries.  But  when  they  believed  Philip 
preaching the  things  concerning the kingdom of  God,  and the  name of 
Jesus  Christ,  they  were  baptized,  both  men  and  women.  Then  Simon 
himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, 
and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done.

8: 18 to 23 - And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' 
hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, Saying, Give me 
also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy 
Ghost. But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou 
hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money. Thou hast 
neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of 
God. Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the 
thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. For I perceive that thou art in 
the gall of bitterness, and [in] the bond of iniquity.

But  as  believers,  we can't  buy greater  spiritual  power.  Unless the Holy 
Spirit  bestows tremendous spiritual  gifts  on us;  we will  have to mature 
spiritually. This is not an easy process, but it is a necessary one if we want 



to do the greater works that Our Lord said that we could.

Mark 9: 17  &18 - And one of  the multitude answered and said, Master, I 
have brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit; And wheresoever 
he taketh  him,  he teareth  him:  and he foameth,  and gnasheth with  his 
teeth, and pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast 
him out; and they could not.

9: 25 to 29 - When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he 
rebuked the foul  spirit,  saying unto him,  [Thou]  dumb and deaf  spirit,  I 
charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him. And [the spirit] 
cried, and rent him sore, and came out of  him: and he was as one dead; 
insomuch that many said, He is dead. But Jesus took him by the hand, and 
lifted him up; and he arose. And when he was come into the house, his 
disciples asked him privately, Why could not we cast him out? And he said 
unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.

Let's go over this again. A man brings his son for prayer. The disciples are 
not able to cast out the evil spirit. Our Lord Jesus Christ expels the demon. 
Later, in private, the disciples enquire about their failure. 

They are still spiritually immature, and there are big demons that will only 
be cast out by workers, who are deep in prayer and fasting. Yes, the people 
have to do their part also, by taking away all the legal ground that the 
demons have to stay.

But  we,  like  Ezra,  have to be getting  ourselves ready,  now;  for  the  big 
spiritual battles that are coming. Ezra 7: 6 to 10 - This Ezra came up from 
Babylon; and he was a skilled scribe in the Law of Moses, which the LORD 
God of Israel had given. The king granted him all his request, according to 
the hand of the LORD his God upon him. Some of the children of Israel, the 
priests, the Levites, the singers, the gatekeepers, and the Nethinim came 
up to Jerusalem in the seventh year of King Artaxerxes. And Ezra came to 
Jerusalem in the fifth month, which was in the seventh year of the king. On 
the first day of the first month he began his journey from Babylon, and on 
the first day of  the fifth month he came to Jerusalem, according to the 
good hand of his God upon him. For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the 
Law of the LORD, & to do it , & to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel.



Whereas there are blessings for those who faithfully follow Our Lord; there 
is a cautionary note for those who refuse to.

Luke 12: 45 to 47 - But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth 
his coming; and shall begin to beat the menservants and maidens, and to 
eat and drink, and to be drunken; The lord of  that servant will come in a 
day when he looketh not for him , and at an hour when he is not aware, and 
will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. 
And that servant, which knew his lord's will,  and prepared not himself  , 
neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes .

And there are so many needs out there now; that we will have no trouble in 
following Paul's advice. 

Ephesians 6: 18 - Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for 
all saints.

And what can happen when a dedicated group of believers; both men and 
women earnestly pray?

Acts 12: 5 to 17 - Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made 
without ceasing of  the church unto God for him. And when Herod would 
have brought him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping between two 
soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the 
prison.  And,  behold, the angel of  the Lord came upon him ,  and a light 
shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, 
saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell  off  from his hands. And the 
angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. 
And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me. And he 
went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was true which was done 
by the angel; but thought he saw a vision. When they were past the first 
and the second ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the 
city;  which opened to them of  his own accord:  and they went out,  and 
passed on through one street; and forthwith the angel departed from him. 
And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that 
the Lord hath sent his angel,  and hath delivered me out of  the hand of  
Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews. And when he 
had considered the thing , he came to the house of  Mary the mother of 



John,  whose  surname  was  Mark;  where  many  were  gathered  together 
praying. And as Peter knocked at the door of  the gate, a damsel came to 
hearken, named Rhoda. And when she knew Peter's voice, she opened not 
the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood before the gate. 
And they said unto her, Thou art mad. But she constantly affirmed that it 
was even so. Then said they, It is his angel. But Peter continued knocking: 
and when they had opened the door , and saw him, they were astonished. 
But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their peace, declared 
unto them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, Go 
shew these things unto James, and to the brethren. And he departed, and 
went into another place. 

Remember, Our Lord Jesus set the example for us. And how many times did 
He stay up late to pray? Luke 6: 12 - And it came to pass in those days, that 
he went out into a mountain to pray, & continued all night in prayer to God.

Because praying is so important, we can expect our adversary to interfere.

He may try to tell you that you not good enough for God to help. One of the 
worst people in Judah was there.

2 Chronicles 33: 1 to 17 - Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned fifty and five years in Jerusalem: But did that which 
was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  LORD,  like  unto  the  abominations  of  the 
heathen, whom the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel. For he 
built again the high places which Hezekiah his father had broken down, and 
he reared up altars for Baalim, and made groves, and worshipped all the 
host of  heaven, and served them. Also he built altars in the house of  the 
LORD, whereof the LORD had said, In Jerusalem shall my name be for ever. 
And he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house 
of  the LORD. And he caused his children to pass through the fire in the 
valley  of  the  son  of  Hinnom:  also  he  observed  times,  and  used 
enchantments, and used witchcraft,  and dealt with a familiar spirit,  and 
with wizards: he wrought much evil in the sight of  the LORD, to provoke 
him to anger. And he set a carved image, the idol which he had made, in 
the house of God, of which God had said to David and to Solomon his son, 
In this house, and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen before all the tribes of  
Israel, will I put my name for ever: Neither will I any more remove the foot 



of  Israel from out of  the land which I have appointed for your fathers; so 
that they will take heed to do all that I have commanded them, according 
to  the  whole  law and  the  statutes  and  the  ordinances  by  the  hand  of  
Moses. So Manasseh made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to err, 
and to do worse than the heathen, whom the LORD had destroyed before 
the children of Israel. And the LORD spake to Manasseh, and to his people: 
but they would not hearken. Wherefore the LORD brought upon them the 
captains of  the host of  the king of  Assyria, which took Manasseh among 
the thorns, and bound him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon. And 
when he was in affliction, he besought the LORD his God, and humbled 
himself greatly before the God of his fathers, And prayed unto him: and he 
was intreated of him, and heard his supplication, and brought him again to 
Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the LORD he was 
God. Now after this he built a wall without the city of  David, on the west 
side of  Gihon, in the valley, even to the entering in at the fish gate, and 
compassed  about  Ophel,  and  raised  it  up  a  very  great  height,  and  put 
captains of  war in all the fenced cities of  Judah. And he took away the 
strange gods, and the idol out of the house of the LORD, and all the altars 
that he had built in the mount of the house of the LORD, and in Jerusalem, 
and cast them out of the city. And he repaired the altar of the LORD, and 
sacrificed thereon peace offerings and thank offerings,  and commanded 
Judah  to  serve  the  LORD  God  of  Israel.  Nevertheless  the  people  did 
sacrifice still in the high places, yet unto the LORD their God only.

Now that's an amazing story of Grace in the Old Testament.

So if  we use 1 John 1: 9; we know that our sins are forgiven, and that we 
are cleansed by His Shed Blood. 1 John 1: 9 - If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all 
unrighteousness.

What else could happen to interfere with praying?

Mark  14:  32  to  42  -  And  they  came  to  a  place  which  was  named 
Gethsemane: and he saith to his disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray. 
And he taketh with him Peter and James and John, and began to be sore 
amazed, and to be very heavy; And saith unto them, My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful  unto death:  tarry  ye here,  and watch.  And he went forward a 



little, and fell on the ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour 
might pass from him. And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto 
thee; take away this cup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what 
thou wilt. And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, 
Simon, sleepest thou? couldest not thou watch one hour? Watch ye and 
pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is 
weak. And again he went away, and prayed, and spake the same words. 
And when he returned, he found them asleep again, (for their eyes were 
heavy,)  neither  wist they what to answer him. And he cometh the third 
time, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: it is enough, 
the hour is come; behold, the Son of  man is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners. Rise up, let us go; lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand.

The spiritual battle was great, and the disciples couldn't overcome; and so 
fell asleep. 

Daniel even foretold what was going to happen.

Daniel 7: 25 - And he shall speak great words against the most High, and 
shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and 
laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the 
dividing of time.

And as leaders, we have to be careful that we don't get so absorbed with 
the  many  ordinary,  but  necessary  activities;  that  we  neglect  our 
responsibility to pray.

Remember, Our Lord Jesus Christ has admonished us to be more persistant 
in prayer.

Mark 14: 38 - Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit 
truly is ready, but the flesh is weak.
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