
Discerning Evil

Matthew 16:21-28

Matthew 16: 21 to 28 - From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his 
disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again 
the third day. 22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be 
it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. 23 But he turned, and said 
unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for 
thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men. 

James and John - Luke 9: 51 to 56 - And it came to pass, when the time 
was come that he should be received up, he stedfastly set his face to go to 
Jerusalem, 52 & sent messengers before his face: & they went, & entered 
into a village of the Samaritans, to make ready for him. 53 And they did not 
receive him, because his face was as though he would go to Jerusalem. 
54 & when his disciples James and John saw  this , they said, Lord, wilt 
thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, 
even as Elias did? 55 But he turned, & rebuked them, & said, Ye know not 
what manner of  spirit  ye are of.  56 For the Son of  man is not come to 
destroy men's lives, but to save  them . And they went to another village.

Peter's denial - John 13: 36 to 38 - Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither 
goest thou? Jesus answered him, Whither I go, thou canst not follow me 
now; but thou shalt follow me afterwards. 37 Peter said unto him, Lord, why 
cannot I follow thee now? I will lay down my life for thy sake. 38 Jesus 
answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake? Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice

Judas Iscariot - John 13: 24 to 30 - Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, 
that he should ask who it should be of whom he spake. 25 He then lying on 
Jesus' breast saith unto him, Lord, who is it? 26 Jesus answered, He it is, 
to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped  it . And when he had dipped 
the sop, he gave  it  to Judas Iscariot,  the son  of Simon. 27 And after the 
sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do 
quickly. 28 Now no man at the table knew for what intent he spake this 



unto him. 29 For some  of them  thought, because Judas had the bag, that 
Jesus had said unto him, Buy  those things  that we have need of against 
the feast; or, that he should give something to the poor. 30 He then having 
received the sop went immediately out: and it was night.

crafty spies - Luke 20: 20 to 26 - And they watched  him , & sent forth spies, 
which should feign them-selves just men, that they might take hold of his 
words, that so they might deliver him unto the power and authority of the 
governor. 21 And they asked him, saying, Master, we know that thou sayest 
& teachest rightly, neither acceptest thou the person  of any , but teachest 
the way of  God truly: 22 Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto Caesar, or 
no? 23 But he perceived their craftiness, and said unto them, Why tempt ye 
me? 24 Shew me a penny. Whose image and superscription hath it? They 
answered and said, Caesar's. 25 And he said unto them, Render therefore 
unto Caesar the things which be Caesar's, and unto God the things which 
be God's. 26 And they could not take hold of his words before the people: 
and they marvelled at his answer, and held their peace.

Simon Magus - Acts 8: 14 to 25 - Now when the apostles which were at 
Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of  God, they sent 
unto them Peter and John: 15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for 
them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: 16 (For as yet he was fallen 
upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) 
17 Then laid they  their  hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. 
18 And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the 
Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, 19 Saying, Give me also this 
power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. 20 
But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast 
thought that the gift of  God may be purchased with money. 21 Thou hast 
neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of 
God. 22 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps 
the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. 23 For I perceive that thou 
art in the gall of bitterness, and  in  the bond of iniquity. 24 Then answered 
Simon, and said,  Pray ye to the Lord for me, that  none of  these things 
which ye have spoken come upon me. 25 And they, when they had testified 
and preached the word of  the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and preached 
the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans.



Elymas - Acts 13: 4 to 13 - So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, 
departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. 5 And when 
they were at Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues of 
the Jews: and they had also John to  their  minister. 6 And when they had 
gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false 
prophet, a Jew, whose name  was  Barjesus: 7 Which was with the deputy 
of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and 
Saul, and desired to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for 
so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn away the 
deputy from the faith. 9 Then Saul, (who also  is called  Paul,) filled with the 
Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him, 10 And said, O full of  all subtilty and all 
mischief,  thou  child of  the devil,  thou  enemy of  all righteousness, wilt 
thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? 11 And now, behold, 
the hand of the Lord  is  upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the 
sun for a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; 
and he went about seeking some to lead him by the hand. 12 Then the 
deputy,  when he saw what was done, believed,  being astonished at the 
doctrine  of  the  Lord.  13  Now when Paul  and his  company  loosed from 
Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing from them 
returned to Jerusalem.

Spiritual Gifts - 1 Corinthians 12: 1 to 11 - Now concerning spiritual  gifts , 
brethren, I would not have you ignorant. 2 Ye know that ye were Gentiles, 
carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led. 3 Wherefore I 
give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth 
Jesus accursed: and  that  no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by 
the Holy Ghost. 4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 
And there are differences of  administrations,  but the same Lord.  6 And 
there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all 
in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit 
withal. 8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another 
the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9 To another faith by the same 
Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10 To another the 
working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; 
to  another   divers   kinds  of  tongues;  to  another  the  interpretation  of  
tongues: 11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing 
to every man severally as he will.



Hebrews 4: 12 - For the word of God  is  quick, and powerful, and sharper 
than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and  is  a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart.

Word of God - Hebrews 5: 14 - But strong meat belongeth to them that are 
of full age,  even  those who by reason of use have their senses exercised 
to discern both good and evil.

Who can you trust? - Proverbs 26: 24 to 26 - He that hateth dissembleth 
with his lips, and layeth up deceit within him; 25 When he speaketh fair, 
believe him not: for  there are  seven abominations in his heart. 26  Whose 
hatred is covered by deceit, his wickedness shall  be shewed before the 
whole  congregation.

Proverbs 26:24-26 NKJV 24 He who hates, disguises  it  with his lips, And 
lays up deceit within himself; 25 When he speaks kindly, do not believe him, 
For  there are  seven abominations in his heart; 26  Though his  hatred is 
covered by deceit, His wickedness will be revealed before the assembly.” 

Matthew 16: 24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any  man  will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 25 For 
whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for 
my sake shall find it. 26 For what is a man profited, if  he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul? 27 For the Son of  man shall come in the glory of  his Father 
with  his  angels;  and  then  he  shall  reward  every  man  according  to  his 
works. 28 Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall 
not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.
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