
THE SIN OF SHALLOWNESS
Ezekiel 33: 31

As we look around at other religions, what do we see? Muslims pray five 
times a day; fast during ramadan, go on religious pilgrimages, etc. Hindus 
have their rituals, which include bathing in the polluted Ganges river.
What about Christians? 
For some, the greatest chore is to survive the Black Friday stampedes.

"Christianity  ToDay",  in  2007,  published  a  survey  entitled,  "5  Kinds  of  
Christians".

One of the findings was that, for many of those professing to be Christians, 
Jesus Christ was not the central point in their faith. Why then do they call 
themselves Christians? There are many books dealing with this subject.

"How Saved are We", and "Why Revival Tarries", are just two of them.
What does God think about the current situation? Ezekiel 33: 30 to 32 - 
Also, thou son of  man, the children of  thy people still are talking against 
thee by the walls and in the doors of the houses, and speak one to another, 
every one to his brother, saying, Come, I pray you, and hear what is the 
word that cometh forth from the LORD. And they come unto thee as the 
people cometh, and they sit before thee as my people, and they hear thy 
words, but they will not do them: for with their mouth they shew much love, 
but their heart goeth after their covetousness. And, lo, thou art unto them 
as a very lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well 
on an instrument: for they hear thy words, but they do them not.
But is it different under the New Covenant? James 1: 21 to 27 - Wherefore 
lay  apart  all  filthiness and superfluity  of  naughtiness,  and receive with 
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. But be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if  
any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding 
his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and 
straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into 
the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. If any 
man among you  seem to  be  religious,  and  bridleth  not  his  tongue,  but 
deceiveth  his  own  heart,  this  man's  religion  is  vain.  Pure  religion  and 
undefiled before God and the Father  is  this,  To visit  the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.
There are many signs of  this condition; but shallowness of  doctrine is a 



major one. 
Hebrews 5: 11 to 6: 6 - Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be 
uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. For when for the time ye ought to be 
teachers,  ye  have  need  that  one  teach  you  again  which  be  the  first 
principles of  the oracles of  God; and are become such as have need of 
milk, and not of  strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in 
the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to 
them that  are of  full  age,  even those who by reason of  use have their 
senses  exercised  to  discern  both  good  and  evil.  Therefore  leaving  the 
principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying 
again the foundation of  repentance from dead works, and of  faith toward 
God,  Of  the  doctrine  of  baptisms,  and  of  laying  on  of  hands,  and  of  
resurrection of  the dead, and of  eternal judgment. And this will we do, if  
God permit. For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and 
have tasted of  the heavenly gift,  and were made partakers of  the Holy 
Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world 
to come, If  they shall  fall  away,  to  renew them again unto repentance; 
seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an 
open shame.
Paul is admonishing them to get past the basic doctrines. And what was 
Paul's advice about those who were deliberately spreading false doctrine.
Titus 1: 10 to 16 - For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, 
specially they of  the circumcision: Whose mouths must be stopped, who 
subvert  whole  houses,  teaching  things  which  they  ought  not,  for  filthy 
lucre's sake. One of  themselves, even a prophet of  their own, said, The 
Cretians are  alway liars,  evil  beasts,  slow bellies.  This  witness is  true. 
Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith; Not 
giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of  men, that turn from 
the truth. Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled 
and unbelieving is  nothing pure;  but  even their  mind and conscience is 
defiled.  They profess that  they know God;  but  in  works they deny him, 
being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.
One  of  the  bigger  stumbling  blocks,  is  that  Christians  can  loose  their 
salvation. I prefer to take Our Lord Jesus Christ's Word over the deceivers.
John 10: 24 to 30 - Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto 
him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? If  thou be the Christ, tell us 
plainly. Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works 
that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me. But ye believe not, 
because ye are not of  my sheep, as I said unto you. My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal 



life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is 
able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. I and my Father are one.
And in case there's any doubt about how we get to heaven.
John 14: 6 - Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
One of the modern heresies, is that we all worship the same god.
1 John 2: 21 to 26 - I have not written unto you because ye know not the 
truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth. Who is a liar 
but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth 
the Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the 
Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also. Let that 
therefore abide in you,  which ye have heard from the beginning. If  that 
which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall 
continue in the Son, and in the Father. And this is the promise that he hath 
promised  us,  even  eternal  life.  These  things  have  I  written  unto  you 
concerning them that seduce you.
If  people deny that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God, Who came in 
the flesh; they are not worshipping the True and Living God.
Galatians 3: 26 to 29 - For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus. For as many of  you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there 
is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if  ye be 
Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.
As for those who have watered down their doctrine so much, that they can 
join with un-believers in worship services; they are deceived.
Jude 1: 3 & 4 - Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the 
common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you 
that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints. For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were 
before  of  old  ordained  to  this  condemnation,  ungodly  men,  turning  the 
grace of  our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and 
our Lord Jesus Christ.
What's the level of people's commitment? Our Lord Jesus tells us in one of  
His  parables.  Luke  8:  4  to  15  -  And  when much people  were  gathered 
together, and were come to him out of every city, he spake by a parable: A 
sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by the way 
side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of  the air devoured it. And 
some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, 
because it lacked moisture. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns 



sprang up with it, and choked it. And other fell on good ground, and sprang 
up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. And when he had said these things, he 
cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. And his disciples asked him, 
saying, What might this parable be? And he said, Unto you it is given to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that 
seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand. Now the 
parable is this: The seed is the word of  God. Those by the way side are 
they that hear; then cometh the devil,  and taketh away the word out of  
their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. They on the rock are 
they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no 
root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. And that 
which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, 
and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring 
no fruit to perfection. But that on the good ground are they, which in an 
honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit 
with patience.
Four kinds of people are mentioned. Only one group is commended. Why?
John 6: 60 to 71 - Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, 
said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it? When Jesus knew in himself  
that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you? 
What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before? It 
is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I 
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. But there are some of you 
that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that 
believed not, and who should betray him. And he said, Therefore said I unto 
you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my 
Father.  From that time many of  his disciples went back, and walked no 
more with him. Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will  ye also go away? 
Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the 
words of eternal life. And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, 
the Son of  the living God. Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you 
twelve, and one of  you is a devil? He spake of  Judas Iscariot the son of 
Simon: for he it was that should betray him, being one of the twelve.
Even in the disciples, all was not well.
The level of  dedication of  God's people went up and down, but after they 
returned from the captivity, they were admonished for their slackness.
Haggai 1: 1 to 15 - In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, 
in the first day of  the month, came the word of  the LORD by Haggai the 
prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of  Shealtiel,  governor of  Judah, and to 
Joshua the son of  Josedech, the high priest,  saying,  Thus speaketh the 



LORD of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the time that 
the LORD'S house should be built.  Then came the word of  the LORD by 
Haggai the prophet, saying, Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled 
houses, and this house lie waste? Now therefore thus saith the LORD of 
hosts; Consider your ways. Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, 
but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe 
you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to 
put it into a bag with holes. Thus saith the LORD of  hosts; Consider your 
ways. Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; and I 
will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the LORD. Ye looked for 
much, and, lo, it came to little; and when ye brought it home, I did blow 
upon it.  Why? saith  the LORD of  hosts.  Because of  mine house that  is 
waste, and ye run every man unto his own house. Therefore the heaven 
over you is stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed from her fruit. And I 
called for a drought upon the land, and upon the mountains, and upon the 
corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which the 
ground bringeth forth,  and upon men, and upon cattle,  and upon all  the 
labour of the hands. Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the 
son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed 
the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as 
the LORD their God had sent him, and the people did fear before the LORD. 
Then spake Haggai the LORD'S messenger in the LORD'S message unto the 
people, saying, I am with you, saith the LORD. And the LORD stirred up the 
spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit 
of  Joshua the son of  Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of  all the 
remnant of  the people; and they came and did work in the house of  the 
LORD of hosts, their God, In the four and twentieth day of the sixth month, 
in the second year of Darius the king.
What  got  the  people  moving?  It  wasn't  a  workshop  of  motivational 
speakers. It was however, God stirring them up to serve Him.
How is it done now? John 16: 7 to 11 - Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is 
expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter (or Holy 
Spirit) will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. And 
when he is come, he will reprove the world of  sin, and of  righteousness, 
and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on me; Of righteousness, 
because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgment, because 
the prince of this world is judged.
God's Holy Spirit is still needed to-day. The Acts of the Apostles would not 
have been the same, if He was not working in the early Church.
1 Thessalonians 1: 5 -  For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but 



also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know 
what manner of men we were among you for your sake.
But  remember,  not  everyone  will  respond  to  God's  call  for  greater 
dedication. Why? Is it because they are not all His Own Sheep?
Matthew 7: 13 to 29 - Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go 
in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find it.  Beware of  false prophets, which 
come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye 
shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of  
thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt 
tree  bringeth  forth  evil  fruit.  A  good  tree  cannot  bring  forth  evil  fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their 
fruits ye shall know them. Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of  heaven; but he that doeth the will of  my 
Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and 
in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, 
I  never  knew  you:  depart  from  me,  ye  that  work  iniquity.  Therefore 
whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him 
unto  a  wise  man,  which  built  his  house  upon  a  rock:  And  the  rain 
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. And every one that 
heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a 
foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: And the rain descended, 
and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it 
fell:  and great was the fall  of  it.  And it  came to pass,  when Jesus had 
ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine: For he 
taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.
Or,  they  might  be  heavily  oppressed  by  demonic  forces,  and  need 
deliverance? The Gadarene demoniac was like that.
Mark 5: 1 to 5 - And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the 
country  of  the  Gadarenes.  And  when  he  was  come  out  of  the  ship, 
immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 
Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not 
with chains: Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, 
and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in 
pieces: neither could any man tame him. And always, night and day, he was 
in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones.



When he encountered Our Lord Jesus Christ, what happened?
Mark 5: 6 - But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him,
Did he get any help?
Mark 5: 15 - And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with 
the devil, and had the legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind: and 
they were afraid.
And how did it end up?
Mark 5: 18 to 20 - And when he was come into the ship, he that had been 
possessed with the devil prayed him that he might be with him. Howbeit 
Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell 
them  how  great  things  the  Lord  hath  done  for  thee,  and  hath  had 
compassion on thee. And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis 
how great things Jesus had done for him: and all men did marvel.
When we think of  how much Our Lord Jesus did for us, in shedding His 
Blood to pay the penalty for our sins, how can we do anything less than our 
best for Him?
Is there one chapter where we can see how much God wants us to return 
to Him? Deuteronomy 30: 1 to 20 - And it shall come to pass, when all these 
things are come upon thee, the blessing and the curse, which I have set 
before  thee,  and  thou  shalt  call  them  to  mind  among  all  the  nations, 
whither the LORD thy God hath driven thee, And shalt return unto the LORD 
thy God, and shalt obey his voice according to all that I command thee this 
day, thou and thy children, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul; That 
then the LORD thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon 
thee, and will return and gather thee from all the nations, whither the LORD 
thy God hath scattered thee. If any of thine be driven out unto the outmost 
parts of heaven, from thence will the LORD thy God gather thee, and from 
thence will he fetch thee: And the LORD thy God will bring thee into the 
land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt possess it; and he will do 
thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers. And the LORD thy God will 
circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the LORD thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live. And the 
LORD thy God will put all these curses upon thine enemies, and on them 
that hate thee, which persecuted thee. And thou shalt return and obey the 
voice of  the LORD, and do all his commandments which I command thee 
this day. And the LORD thy God will make thee plenteous in every work of 
thine hand, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the 
fruit of  thy land, for good: for the LORD will  again rejoice over thee for 
good, as he rejoiced over thy fathers: If thou shalt hearken unto the voice 
of  the LORD thy God, to keep his commandments and his statutes which 



are written in this book of the law, and if thou turn unto the LORD thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul. For this commandment which I 
command thee this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off. It is 
not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to heaven, 
and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? Neither is it beyond the 
sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it 
unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? But the word is very nigh unto thee, 
in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it. See, I have set before 
thee this day life and good, and death and evil; In that I command thee this 
day  to  love  the  LORD  thy  God,  to  walk  in  his  ways,  and  to  keep  his 
commandments and his statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live 
and multiply: and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land whither 
thou goest to possess it. But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not 
hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them; I 
denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, and that ye shall 
not prolong your days upon the land, whither thou passest over Jordan to 
go to possess it. I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that 
I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose 
life, that both thou and thy seed may live: That thou mayest love the LORD 
thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave 
unto him: for he is thy life, and the length of  thy days: that thou mayest 
dwell in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.
Who do you think will oppose us from getting closer to Our Lord?
Luke 4: 8 - And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, 
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve.
And part of serving Our Lord, is to wage vigorous spiritual warfare against 
the hosts of hell; both inside us and everywhere else.
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