When The Lord Departs

1 Peter 4:17

As we look around the world to-day; how can we not say, Lord, how long
before You return. Because at some point, God will say; enough is enough.

1 Peter 4: 17 - For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house
of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that
obey not the gospel of God?

And we can trace this process throughout history. Genesis 6: 1 to 7 - And it
came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and
daughters were born unto them, That the sons of God saw the daughters of
men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they
chose. And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for
that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.
There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the
sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to
them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown.
And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually. And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth,
and it grieved him at his heart. And the LORD said, | will destroy man whom
I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the
creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that |1 have
made them.

First major rebellion against God in: Exodus 32: 7 to 14 - And the LORD said
unto Moses, Go, get thee down; for thy people, which thou broughtest out
of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves : They have turned aside
quickly out of the way which | commanded them: they have made them a
molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and
said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the
land of Egypt. And the LORD said unto Moses, | have seen this people, and,
behold, it is a stiffnecked people: Now therefore let me alone, that my
wrath may wax hot against them, and that | may consume them: and | will
make of thee a great nation. And Moses besought the LORD his God, and



said, LORD, why doth thy wrath wax hot against thy people, which thou
hast brought forth out of the land of Egypt with great power, and with a
mighty hand? Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief
did he bring them out, to slay them in the mountains, and to consume them
from the face of the earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this
evil against thy people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy
servants, to whom thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst unto them, |
will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that 1 have
spoken of will | give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it for ever. And
the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people.

What happened when God's people refused to follow Him. Judges 16: 18 to
21 - And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and
called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, Come up this once, for he
hath shewed me all his heart. Then the lords of the Philistines came up
unto her, and brought money in their hand. And she made him sleep upon
her knees; and she called for a man, and she caused him to shave off the
seven locks of his head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went
from him. And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he
awoke out of his sleep, and said, | will go out as at other times before, and
shake myself. And he wist not that the LORD was departed from him. But
the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to
Gaza, & bound him with fetters of brass; & he did grind in the prison house.

1 Samuel 4: 19 to 5: 7 - And his daughter in law, Phinehas' wife, was with
child, near to be delivered: and when she heard the tidings that the ark of
God was taken, and that her father in law and her husband were dead, she
bowed herself and travailed; for her pains came upon her. And about the
time of her death the women that stood by her said unto her, Fear not; for
thou hast born a son. But she answered not, neither did she regard it. And
she named the child Ichabod, saying, The glory is departed from Israel:
because the ark of God was taken, and because of her father in law and
her husband. And she said, The glory is departed from Israel: for the ark of
God is taken. And the Philistines took the ark of God, and brought it from
Ebenezer unto Ashdod. When the Philistines took the ark of God, they
brought it into the house of Dagon, and set it by Dagon. And when they of



Ashdod arose early on the morrow, behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face
to the earth before the ark of the LORD. And they took Dagon, and set him
in his place again. And when they arose early on the morrow morning,
behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the ground before the ark of the
LORD; and the head of Dagon and both the palms of his hands were cut
off upon the threshold; only the stump of Dagon was left to him. Therefore
neither the priests of Dagon, nor any that come into Dagon's house, tread
on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod unto this day. But the hand of the
LORD was heavy upon them of Ashdod, and he destroyed them, and smote
them with emerods, even Ashdod and the coasts thereof. & when the men
of Ashdod saw that it was so, they said, The ark of the God of Israel shall
not abide with us: for his hand is sore upon us, and upon Dagon our god.

God did warn His people what would happen should they depart from Him.

2 Chronicles 7: 17 to 22 - And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before me, as
David thy father walked, and do according to all that | have commanded
thee, and shalt observe my statutes and my judgments; Then will | stablish
the throne of thy kingdom, according as | have covenanted with David thy
father, saying, There shall not fail thee a man to be ruler in Israel. But if
ye turn away, and forsake my statutes and my commandments, which |
have set before you, and shall go and serve other gods, and worship them;
Then will | pluck them up by the roots out of my land which | have given
them; and this house, which | have sanctified for my name, will | cast out of
my sight, and will make it to be a proverb and a byword among all nations.
And this house, which is high, shall be an astonishment to every one that
passeth by it; so that he shall say, Why hath the LORD done thus unto this
land, and unto this house? And it shall be answered, Because they forsook
the LORD God of their fathers, which brought them forth out of the land of
Egypt, and laid hold on other gods, and worshipped them, and served them:
therefore hath he brought all this evil upon them.

And that is what happened. It got so bad, that Ezekiel was taken in the
spirit to see the wickedness in the temple. The amazing thing is that Our
Lord still hadn't departed from them yet. Ezekiel 8: 4 - And, behold, the
glory of the God of Israel was there, according to the vision that | saw in
the plain.



after Josiah - But after the last reforming king, Josiah; that was it.

2 Chronicles 34: 18 to 28 - Then Shaphan the scribe told the king, saying,
Hilkiah the priest hath given me a book. And Shaphan read it before the
king. And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of the law,
that he rent his clothes. And the king commanded Hilkiah, and Ahikam the
son of Shaphan, and Abdon the son of Micah, and Shaphan the scribe, and
Asaiah a servant of the king's, saying, Go, enquire of the LORD for me, and
for them that are left in Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of the
book that is found: for great is the wrath of the LORD that is poured out
upon us, because our fathers have not kept the word of the LORD, to do
after all that is written in this book. And Hilkiah, and they that the king
had appointed , went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son
of Tikvath, the son of Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe; (now she dwelt in
Jerusalem in the college:) and they spake to her to that effect . And she
answered them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Tell ye the man that
sent you to me, Thus saith the LORD, Behold, | will bring evil upon this
place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all the curses that are
written in the book which they have read before the king of Judah: Because
they have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, that they
might provoke me to anger with all the works of their hands; therefore my
wrath shall be poured out upon this place, and shall not be quenched. And
as for the king of Judah, who sent you to enquire of the LORD, so shall ye
say unto him, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel concerning the words
which thou hast heard; Because thine heart was tender, and thou didst
humble thyself before God, when thou heardest his words against this
place, and against the inhabitants thereof, and humbledst thyself before
me, and didst rend thy clothes, and weep before me; | have even heard
thee also, saith the LORD. Behold, 1 will gather thee to thy fathers, and
thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, neither shall thine eyes see
all the evil that 1 will bring upon this place, and upon the inhabitants of the
same. So they brought the king word again.

So they were punished and taken away into captivity. And they came back
under Ezra and Nehemiah; but it didn't last long. The whole nation got so
rebellious, that Our Lord God withdrew; and there no were no prophets for



400 years.

And then Our Lord Jesus Christ came down from heaven to shed His Blood
for our sins. 1 John 1: 7 - But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin.

But in accordance with God's Plan, most of the people rejected Him, so...

Matthew 23: 39 - For | say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye
shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.

And after His Ressurection, only believers saw Him. And 40 years later, the
Romans under Titus destroyed Israel in 70 A.D. This was actually foretold
by Isaiah. Isaiah 29: 6 - Thou shalt be visited of the LORD of hosts with
thunder, and with earthquake, and great noise, with storm and tempest,
and the flame of devouring fire.

And John Gill in his commentary has some interesting comments on this
verse. Ver. 6. Thou shalt be visited of the Lord of hosts with thunder, and
with earthquake, and great noise, &c. That is, not the multitude of
strangers and terrible ones, unless they could be understood of the wicked
among the Jews; but thou Ariel, or Jerusalem, shalt be punished by the
Lord of hosts; for this visitation or punishment was from him, for their sins
and iniquities; the Romans were only the instruments he made use of, and
the executioners of his vengeance; which was attended with thunder in the
heavens, a shaking of the earth, and a great noise or voice heard in the
temple, saying, let us depart hence; at which time comets were seen in the
heavens, and chariots and armed men in the air, and one of the gates of the
temple opened of itself: it is added, with storm and tempest, and the flame
of devouring fire; with which the temple was burnt by the Roman army,
when it came in like a storm and tempest, and carried all before it.

And so Our Lord God departs from the temple, and from His nation.

Now remember, we started off with 1 Peter 4: 17. 1 Peter 4: 17 - For the
time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first
begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?



How might it be accomplished? Revelation 2: 1 to 7 - Unto the angel of the
church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars
in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden
candlesticks; | know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how
thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which
say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars: And hast
borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast
not fainted. Nevertheless | have somewhat against thee, because thou
hast left thy first love. Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen,
and repent, and do the first works; or else | will come unto thee quickly,
and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. But
this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which | also
hate. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; To him that overcometh will | give to eat of the tree of life, which
is in the midst of the paradise of God.

What then should we do? We keep on praying till God says to stop; because
He will at some point; like He did before. Jeremiah 7: 16 - Therefore pray
not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither
make intercession to me: for | will not hear thee.

Jeremiah 11: 14 - Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up a
cry or prayer for them: for | will not hear them in the time that they cry
unto me for their trouble.

Jeremiah 14: 11 - Then said the LORD unto me, Pray not for this people for
their good.

But to my knowledge, Our Lord has not told us that, yet. So we keep on
binding and loosing. And we have to keep on cleaning up ourselves, and
growing in the Lord.
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