
The Spirit of Hard Heartedness
Heb. 3:7 to 19

Have you ever run across someone who is so contrary, that you can't get 
anything through to them? While there may be many reasons; one of the 
major  ones  is  "hard  heartedness".  And  amazingly  enough,  the  Bible 
mentions it.  So just  in  case we run into  someone who matches this 
profile; why don't we investigate the matter?

Of the 40 relevant passages about it; half of them refer to Pharoah.
Exodus 4:21  And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goest to return 

into Egypt, see that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, which I 
have put in thine hand: but I will harden his heart, that he shall not let 
the people go.

Exodus 7:3  And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and multiply my signs and 
my wonders in the land of Egypt. 13  And he hardened Pharaoh's heart, 
that he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said. 14  And the 
LORD said unto Moses, Pharaoh's heart  is hardened, he refuseth to let 
the  people  go.  22   &  the  magicians  of  Egypt  did  so  with  their 
enchantments: & Pharaoh's heart was hardened neither did he hearken 
unto them; as the LORD had said.

Exodus 8:15  But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened 
his heart, and hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said. 19  Then 
the  magicians  said  unto  Pharaoh,  This  is the  finger  of  God:  and 
Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as the 
LORD had said. 32  And Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time also, 
neither would he let the people go.

Exodus 9:7  And Pharaoh sent, and, behold, there was not one of the cattle 
of the Israelites dead. And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he 
did  not  let  the  people  go.  12   And  the  LORD hardened the  heart  of  
Pharaoh, and he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had spoken unto 
Moses. 34  And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the 
thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he 
and his servants. 35  And the heart of  Pharaoh was hardened, neither 
would he let the children of Israel go; as the LORD had spoken by Moses.

Exodus 10:1  And the LORD said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh: for I have 
hardened his heart,  and the heart of  his servants,  that I  might shew 
these my signs before him: 20  But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, 
so that he would not let the children of  Israel  go. 27  But the LORD 
hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let them go.

Exodus 11:10  And Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh: 



and the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he would not let the 
children of Israel go out of his land.

Exodus 14:4  And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, that he shall follow after 
them; and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that 
the Egyptians may know that I am the LORD. And they did so. 8  And the 
LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued after 
the children of  Israel: and the children of  Israel went out with an high 
hand. 17  And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of  the Egyptians, and 
they shall follow them: and I will get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon 
all his host, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen.

Deuteronomy 2:30  But Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us pass by him: 
for the LORD thy God hardened his spirit, and made his heart obstinate, 
that he might deliver him into thy hand, as appeareth this day.

Deuteronomy 15:7  If there be among you a poor man of one of thy brethren 
within any of thy gates in thy land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, 
thou shalt  not harden thine heart,  nor shut thine hand from thy poor 
brother:

Joshua 11:20  For it  was of  the LORD to harden their hearts,  that they 
should come against Israel in battle, that he might destroy them utterly, 
and that they might have no favour, but that he might destroy them, as 
the LORD commanded Moses.

1 Samuel 6:6  Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts, as the Egyptians 
and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? when he had wrought wonderfully 
among them, did they not let the people go, and they departed?

2 Chronicles 36:13  And he also rebelled against king Nebuchadnezzar, who 
had made him swear by God: but he stiffened his neck, and hardened his 
heart from turning unto the LORD God of Israel.

Job 41:24  His heart is as firm as a stone; yea, as hard as a piece of  the 
nether millstone.

Psalms 95:8  Harden not your heart, as in the provocation, and as in the day 
of temptation in the wilderness:

Proverbs 28:14  Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth 
his heart shall fall into mischief.

Isaiah 63:17  O LORD, why hast thou made us to err from thy ways,  and 
hardened our  heart  from thy fear? Return for  thy servants'  sake,  the 
tribes of thine inheritance.

Daniel 5:20  But when his heart was lifted up, & his mind hardened in pride, 
he was deposed from his kingly throne, & they took his glory from him:

Matthew 19:8  He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your 
hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it 



was not so.
Mark 3:5  And when he had looked round about on them with anger, being 

grieved for the hardness of their hearts, he saith unto the man, Stretch 
forth thine hand. And he stretched  it out:  and his hand was restored 
whole as the other.

Mark 6:52  For they considered not the miracle of the loaves: for their heart 
was hardened.

Mark 8:17  And when Jesus knew it, he saith unto them, Why reason ye, 
because ye have no bread? perceive  ye not  yet,  neither  understand? 
have ye your heart yet hardened?

Mark 10:5  And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the hardness of  
your heart he wrote you this precept.

Mark 16:14  Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, 
and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because 
they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen.

John 12:40  He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they 
should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be 
converted, and I should heal them.

Romans 2:5  But after  thy hardness and impenitent  heart treasurest  up 
unto  thyself  wrath  against  the  day  of  wrath  and  revelation  of  the 
righteous judgment of God;

Now  the  problem wasn't  just  with  Pharoah;  God's  people  had  a  major 
problem themselves. Hebrews 3: 7 to 19 - Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost 
saith, To day if  ye will hear his voice, Harden not your hearts, as in the 
provocation,  in  the  day  of  temptation  in  the  wilderness:  When  your 
fathers  tempted  me,  proved  me,  and  saw  my  works  forty  years. 
Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway 
err in their heart; and they have not known my ways. So I sware in my 
wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.) Take heed, brethren, lest there 
be in any of  you an evil heart of  unbelief, in departing from the living 
God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of  
you  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulness  of  sin.  For  we  are  made 
partakers of Christ, if  we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast 
unto the end; While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts, as in the provocation. For some, when they had heard, did 
provoke:  howbeit  not  all  that  came out  of  Egypt  by  Moses.  But  with 
whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, 
whose carcases fell in the wilderness? And to whom sware he that they 
should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not? So we see 
that they could not enter in because of unbelief.



Hebrews 4:7  Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after 
so long a time; as it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts.

So where does that leave us?
It's obvious that there is too much hard heartedness in the world.
Why don't  we clean it  out of  our lives;  so we can be more effective in 

helping others?
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