
BE NOT AFRAID
Proverbs 3: 25 

Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the wicked, when 
it cometh. Pastor Win Worley used to say, "Cheer up, for the worst is yet to 
come". Hard times are nothing new to the human race; but in Matthew 24, 
the Lord Jesus Christ outlines what will happen. He also sent prophets to 
warn His people. Jeremiah 32: 36 to 40 -  And now therefore thus saith the 
LORD, the God of  Israel, concerning this city, whereof  ye say, It shall be 
delivered into the hand of  the king of  Babylon by the sword, and by the 
famine,  and  by  the  pestilence;  Behold,  I  will  gather  them  out  of  all 
countries, whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in 
great wrath; and I will bring them again unto this place, and I will cause 
them to dwell safely: And they shall be my people, and I will be their God: 
And I will give them 1 heart, and 1 way, that they may fear me for ever, for 
the good of  them, and of  their  children after  them: And I  will  make an 
everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do 
them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart 
from me.
Out of complete disaster, the Lord God will restore His Own. And so that it 
doesn't happen again, He will put His fear in our hearts. There is much fear 
in  the  world  to-day.  It  keeps  many  in  the  Social  Sciences  gainfully 
employed. And the Bible deals extensively with it.
To get a broad picture, I chose the following words and their derivatives:
Fear, afraid, affrighted, dread, terror, and horror.
The Hebrew root is Strong's 03372,  yaw-ray .
The Greek root is Strong's 5401, phobos.
Phobias or fears are a major root to most people; especially with what's 
going on now. How does this apply to believers?
Romans 8: 15 - For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; 
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
There will be many times, when we like the disciples will cry out.
Matthew 8: 25 - And his disciples came to  him, and awoke him, saying, 
Lord, save us: we perish.
And the Holy Spirit dwells inside us too. 
John 14: 26 - But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father 
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to 
your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.
Acts 9: 31 - Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee 
and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in 
the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.
Is there anyone here to help us? Jeremiah 3: 15 - And I will give you pastors 



according  to  mine  heart,  which  shall  feed  you  with  knowledge  and 
understanding.
Jeremiah 23: 4 -  And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed 
them: and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be 
lacking, saith the LORD.
If we do not have the spirit of bondage again to fear; what do we have?
2 Timothy 1: 7-  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, 
and of love, and of a sound mind.
Fear  is  a  spirit,  and  if  we  do  not  deal  with  it  as  such;  how can  it  be 
overcome? As born-again believers, we have the Great Commission from 
Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Mark 16: 14 to 18 - Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at 
meat,  and  upbraided  them  with  their  unbelief  and  hardness  of  heart, 
because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen. 
And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that 
believeth  not  shall  be  damned.  And  these  signs  shall  follow them that 
believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new 
tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it 
shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.
Yes, evil spirits such as fears should be cast out of believers; and unbelief 
and hardness of  heart  as well.  But  good spirits,  like power,  love and a 
sound mind are sent, or loosed into people, in Jesus' Name.
Isaiah 11: 1 to 4 - And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, 
and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: And the spirit of the LORD shall 
rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of  knowledge and of  the fear of the LORD; And shall 
make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not 
judge after the sight of  his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of  his 
ears:  But  with  righteousness  shall  he  judge the  poor,  and reprove  with 
equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod 
of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.
What exactly did the Lord God do for us? John 3: 13 to 17 - And no man 
hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven,  even 
the Son of man which is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son 
into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might 
be saved.
1 John 4: 16 to 21 - And we have known and believed the love that God hath 



to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in 
him. Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day 
of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in 
love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that 
feareth is not made perfect in love. We love him, because he first loved us. 
If  a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that 
loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he 
hath not seen? And this commandment have we from him, That he who 
loveth God love his brother also.
John 13: 34 and 35 - A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 
another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all 
men  know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
What else did God do for us? He left us His Word, and he expects us to use 
it.
Deuteronomy 17: 18 to 20 -  And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne 
of his kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of this law in a book out of  
that which is  before the priests the Levites: And it shall be with him, and 
he shall read therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the 
LORD his God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do 
them: That his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn 
not aside from the commandment,  to  the right hand, or  to  the left: to the 
end that he may prolong  his  days in his kingdom, he, and his children, in 
the midst of Israel.
2 Timothy 3: 15 to 17 - And that from a child thou hast known the holy 
scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture  is  given by inspiration of God, and 
is   profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in 
righteousness: That the man of  God may be perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works.
The Word of God teaches us to fear the Lord. Proverbs 1:7 - The fear of the 
LORD  is   the  beginning of  knowledge  but   fools  despise  wisdom and 
instruction. Proverbs 3: 7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the 
LORD, and depart from evil.
Hebrews 4: 12 - For the word of God  is  quick, and powerful, and sharper 
than any two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of  soul 
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and  is  a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.
What attitude should we have towards the Word of God?
Proverbs 28: 9 He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his 
prayer  shall be  abomination.
2 Timothy 4: 3 and 4 - For the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine;  but after their  own lusts shall  they heap to themselves 



teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away  their  ears from the 
truth, and shall be turned unto fables.
When we are in a righteous Godly relationship with our Lord God, we love 
and respect Him. Genesis 15: 1 - After these things the word of the LORD 
came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and 
thy exceeding great reward.
John 20: 19 - Then the same day at evening, being the first  day  of  the 
week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for 
fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, 
Peace  be  unto you.
When we are not in a righteous Godly relationship, any contact with the 
Lord God brings paralyzing fear and retreat.  James 2:  19 - Thou believest 
that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.
Genesis 3: 8 to 10 - And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in 
the garden in the cool of  the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves 
from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. And 
the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where  art  thou? And 
he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I  was 
naked; and I hid myself.
And if the call to repent goes unheeded, other events can occur.
Revelation  3:19  -  As  many  as  I  love,  I  rebuke  and  chasten:  be  zealous 
therefore, and repent.
Hebrews 12: 4 to 11 - Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against 
sin. And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto 
children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of  the Lord, nor faint 
when thou art rebuked of  him: For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God 
dealeth  with  you  as  with  sons;  for  what  son  is  he  whom  the  father 
chasteneth  not?  But  if  ye  be  without  chastisement,  whereof  all  are 
partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. Furthermore we have had 
fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall 
we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? For 
they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for 
our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. Now no chastening 
for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward 
it  yieldeth  the  peaceable  fruit  of  righteousness  unto  them  which  are 
exercised thereby.
THE EXTENT OF FEAR There is not a person alive or dead, that has not 
succumbed  to  fear.  When  persecution  came  to  Indonesia  a  while  ago, 
believers were entrapped. When challenged, some out of  fear renounced 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Luke 22: 31 to 34 - And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, 
behold, Satan hath desired  to have  you, that he may sift  you  as wheat: 



But  I  have  prayed  for  thee,  that  thy  faith  fail  not:  and  when  thou  art 
converted, strengthen thy brethren. And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready 
to go with thee, both into prison, and to death. And he said, I  tell  thee, 
Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny 
that thou knowest me.
That's why we pray for the persecuted believers. We also pray for believers 
caught  in  extreme  situations,  especially  with  the  current  economic 
conditions. In life to-day, there are many fears. From childhood nightmares; 
to  fears  of  going  to  school;  to  adolescent  fears  of  peer  rejection  and 
learning to drive; to young adult fears of leaving home to attend school or 
to get a job; to the fears of a couple deciding to marry and raise a family; 
to fears of  workers about to loose their jobs; to the fears of  many about 
their  invested  pension  funds;  to  the  fears  of  seniors  about  safety  and 
completing their days with dignity.
What can we do about it? Luke 12: 4 to 9 - And I say unto you my friends, 
Be not afraid of  them that kill the body, and after that have no more that 
they can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which 
after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear 
him. Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of  them is 
forgotten  before  God?  But  even  the  very  hairs  of  your  head  are  all 
numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of  more value than many sparrows. 
Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the 
Son of man also confess before the angels of God: But he that denieth me 
before men shall be denied before the angels of God.
1 Peter 5: 6 and 7 - Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of  
God, that he may exalt you in due time: Casting all your care upon him; for 
he careth for you.
Let us now look at some examples of  how God's people dealt with their 
fears. King Hezekiah's nation was over-run by the taunting enemy.
2 Kings 18: 17 to 19: 37 - And the king of Assyria sent Tartan and Rabsaris 
and Rabshakeh from Lachish to king Hezekiah with a great host against 
Jerusalem. And they went up and came to Jerusalem. And when they were 
come up, they came and stood by the conduit of the upper pool, which  is 
in the highway of  the fuller's field. And when they had called to the king, 
there came out to them Eliakim the son of  Hilkiah, which  was  over the 
household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder. 
And Rabshakeh said unto them, Speak ye now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the 
great  king,  the king of  Assyria,  What confidence  is  this  wherein thou 
trustest? Thou sayest, (but  they are but  vain words,)  I have  counsel and 
strength for the war.  Now on whom dost thou trust,  that thou rebellest 
against me? Now, behold, thou trustest upon the staff of this bruised reed, 
even  upon Egypt,  on which if  a man lean, it will  go into his hand, and 



pierce it: so  is  Pharaoh king of Egypt unto all that trust on him. But if ye 
say unto me, We trust in the LORD our God:  is  not that he, whose high 
places and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and hath said to Judah 
and  Jerusalem,  Ye  shall  worship  before  this  altar  in  Jerusalem?  Now 
therefore, I pray thee, give pledges to my lord the king of Assyria, and I will 
deliver thee two thousand horses, if  thou be able on thy part to set riders 
upon them. How then wilt thou turn away the face of  one captain of  the 
least of my master's servants, and put thy trust on Egypt for chariots and 
for horsemen? Am I now come up without the LORD against this place to 
destroy it? The LORD said to me, Go up against this land, and destroy it. 
Then  said  Eliakim  the  son  of  Hilkiah,  and  Shebna,  and  Joah,  unto 
Rabshakeh, Speak, I pray thee, to thy servants in the Syrian language; for 
we understand  it : and talk not with us in the Jews' language in the ears of  
the people that  are  on the wall. But Rabshakeh said unto them, Hath my 
master sent me to thy master, and to thee, to speak these words?  hath he 
not  sent me  to the men which sit on the wall, that they may eat their own 
dung, and drink their own piss with you? Then Rabshakeh stood and cried 
with a loud voice in the Jews' language, and spake, saying, Hear the word 
of the great king, the king of Assyria: Thus saith the king, Let not Hezekiah 
deceive you: for he shall not be able to deliver you out of his hand: Neither 
let  Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD,  saying,  The LORD will  surely 
deliver us, and this city shall not be delivered into the hand of the king of  
Assyria. Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus saith the king of Assyria, Make 
an agreement  with me by a present, and come out to me, and  then  eat ye 
every man of his own vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye every 
one the waters of his cistern: Until I come and take you away to a land like 
your own land, a land of  corn and wine, a land of  bread and vineyards, a 
land of oil olive and of honey, that ye may live, and not die: and hearken not 
unto Hezekiah, when he persuadeth you, saying, The LORD will deliver us. 
Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered at all his land out of the hand 
of  the king of  Assyria? Where  are  the gods of  Hamath, and of  Arpad? 
where  are  the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah? have they delivered 
Samaria  out  of  mine  hand?  Who  are   they  among all  the  gods  of  the 
countries,  that  have  delivered  their  country  out  of  mine  hand,  that  the 
LORD should deliver Jerusalem out of mine hand? But the people held their 
peace, and answered him not a word: for the king's commandment was, 
saying, Answer him not. Then came Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which  was 
over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the 
recorder, to Hezekiah with  their  clothes rent, and told him the words of 
Rabshakeh. And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard  it , that he 
rent his clothes,  and covered himself  with sackcloth, and went into the 
house of the LORD. And he sent Eliakim, which  was  over the household, 



and  Shebna  the  scribe,  and  the  elders  of  the  priests,  covered  with 
sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz. and they said unto him, 
Thus saith Hezekiah, This day  is  a day of  trouble, and of  rebuke, and 
blasphemy:  for  the  children  are  come  to  the  birth,  and   there  is   not 
strength to bring forth. It may be the LORD thy God will hear all the words 
of Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to reproach 
the living God; and will reprove the words which the LORD thy God hath 
heard: wherefore lift up  thy  prayer for the remnant that are left. So the 
servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. And Isaiah said unto them, Thus 
shall ye say to your master, Thus saith the LORD, Be not afraid of the words 
which thou hast heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have 
blasphemed me. Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a 
rumour, and shall return to his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the 
sword  in  his  own  land.  So  Rabshakeh  returned,  and  found  the  king  of 
Assyria warring against Libnah: for he had heard that he was departed from 
Lachish. And when he heard say of Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, Behold, he is 
come out to fight against thee: he sent messengers again unto Hezekiah, 
saying, Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy 
God in whom thou trustest deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be 
delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria. Behold, thou hast heard what 
the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, by destroying them utterly: and 
shalt thou be delivered? Have the gods of the nations delivered them which 
my fathers have destroyed;  as  Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the 
children of Eden which  were  in Thelasar? Where  is  the king of Hamath, 
and the king of Arpad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, of Hena, and 
Ivah? And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the messengers, and 
read it: and Hezekiah went up into the house of  the LORD, and spread it 
before the LORD. And Hezekiah prayed before the LORD, and said, O LORD 
God of Israel, which dwellest  between  the cherubims, thou art the God, 
even  thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou hast made heaven 
and earth. LORD, bow down thine ear, and hear: open, LORD, thine eyes, 
and  see:  and  hear  the  words  of  Sennacherib,  which  hath  sent  him  to 
reproach  the  living  God.  Of  a  truth,  LORD,  the  kings  of  Assyria  have 
destroyed the nations and their lands, And have cast their gods into the 
fire: for they  were  no gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and stone: 
therefore they have destroyed them. Now therefore,  O LORD our  God,  I 
beseech thee, save thou us out of  his hand, that all the kingdoms of  the 
earth may know that thou  art  the LORD God,  even  thou only. Then Isaiah 
the son of  Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD God of 
Israel,  That  which thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of  
Assyria  I  have  heard.  This   is   the  word  that  the  LORD  hath  spoken 
concerning him; The virgin the daughter of  Zion hath despised thee,  and 



laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at 
thee. Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against whom hast 
thou exalted  thy  voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high?  even  against the 
Holy  One  of Israel. By thy messengers thou hast reproached the Lord, and 
hast said, With the multitude of my chariots I am come up to the height of  
the mountains, to the sides of  Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedar 
trees thereof,  and  the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into the 
lodgings of  his borders,  and into  the forest of his Carmel. I have digged 
and drunk strange waters, and with the sole of my feet have I dried up all 
the rivers of  besieged places. Hast thou not heard long ago  how  I have 
done it,  and  of ancient times that I have formed it? now have I brought it 
to pass, that thou shouldest be to lay waste fenced cities  into  ruinous 
heaps.  Therefore  their  inhabitants  were  of  small  power,  they  were 
dismayed and confounded; they were  as  the grass of the field, and  as  the 
green herb,  as  the grass on the housetops, and  as corn  blasted before it 
be grown up. But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, 
and thy rage against me. Because thy rage against me and thy tumult is 
come up into mine ears, therefore I will put my hook in thy nose, and my 
bridle  in  thy  lips,  and  I  will  turn  thee  back by  the  way by  which  thou 
camest. and this  shall be  a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat this year such 
things as grow of themselves, and in the second year that which springeth 
of  the same; and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, 
and eat the fruits thereof. And the remnant that is escaped of the house of  
Judah shall yet again take root downward, and bear fruit upward. For out of 
Jerusalem shall  go forth a remnant, and they that escape out of  mount 
Zion: the zeal of the LORD  of hosts  shall do this. Therefore thus saith the 
LORD concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor 
shoot  an arrow there,  nor  come before  it  with  shield,  nor  cast  a  bank 
against it. By the way that he came, by the same shall he return and shall 
not come into this city, saith the LORD. For I will defend this city, to save it, 
for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake. and it came to pass 
that night, that the angel of the LORD went out, and smote in the camp of  
the  Assyrians  an  hundred  fourscore  and  five  thousand:  and  when  they 
arose  early  in  the  morning,  behold,  they   were   all  dead  corpses.  So 
Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and went and returned and dwelt at 
Nineveh.  and  it  came to  pass,  as  he  was  worshipping  in  the  house  of  
Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with 
the sword: and they escaped into the land of Armenia. and Esarhaddon his 
son reigned in his stead.
When believers are in a righteous Godly relationship, the Lord God acts 
mightily.  On the other  hand,  there's  King Saul.  What a tragic  ending to 
someone who started off with such great promise. Because he only had the 



physical  qualifications,  and  not  the  spiritual  ones;  he  crumpled  under 
pressure. 1 Samuel 15: 13 to 28 - And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said 
unto him, Blessed  be  thou of the LORD: I have performed the command-
ment of the LORD. And Samuel said, What  meaneth  then this bleating of 
the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear? And Saul 
said, They have brought them from the Amalekites: for the people spared 
the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God; 
and the rest we have utterly destroyed. Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, 
and I will tell thee what the LORD hath said to me this night. And he said 
unto him, Say on. And Samuel said, When thou  wast  little in thine own 
sight,  wast  thou not  made  the head of the tribes of Israel, and the LORD 
anointed thee king over Israel? And the LORD sent thee on a journey, and 
said, Go and utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against 
them until they be consumed. Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice 
of the LORD, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst evil in the sight of the 
LORD? And Saul  said unto Samuel,  Yea,  I  have obeyed the voice of  the 
LORD, and have gone the way which the LORD sent me, and have brought 
Agag the king of  Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. But 
the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the things which 
should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God in 
Gilgal. And Samuel said, Hath the LORD  as great  delight in burnt offerings 
and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of  the LORD? Behold, to obey  is 
better than sacrifice,  and  to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion  is 
as  the sin of  witchcraft, and stubbornness  is as  iniquity and idolatry. 
Because thou hast rejected the word of  the LORD, he hath also rejected 
thee from  being  king. And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have 
transgressed the commandment of  the LORD, and thy words:  because I 
feared  the  people,  and  obeyed  their  voice.  Now therefore,  I  pray  thee, 
pardon my sin, and turn again with me, that I may worship the LORD. And 
Samuel said unto Saul, I will not return with thee: for thou hast rejected the 
word of  the LORD, and the LORD hath rejected thee from being king over 
Israel. And as Samuel turned about to go away, he laid hold upon the skirt 
of his mantle, and it rent. And Samuel said unto him, The LORD hath rent 
the kingdom of Israel from thee this day, and hath given it to a neighbour of 
thine,  that is  better than thou.
Remember Saul was taller and stronger than everyone else. But he feared 
the people, he also feared Goliath. Unlike David, he was not a man after 
God's  own  heart.  What  about  Daniel  and  his  friends?  Daniel  3  - 
Nebuchadnezzar  the  king  made  an  image  of  gold,  whose  height   was 
threescore cubits,  and  the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the 
plain of  Dura, in the province of  Babylon. Then Nebuchadnezzar the king 
sent to gather together the princes, the governors, and the captains, the 



judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of  
the  provinces,  to  come  to  the  dedication  of  the  image  which 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. Then the princes, the governors, and 
captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all 
the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of 
the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood before 
the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. Then an herald cried aloud, To 
you it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages,  That  at what time 
ye hear the sound of  the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, 
and all kinds of  musick, ye fall down and worship the golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar  the king hath  set  up:  And whoso falleth  not  down and 
worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery 
furnace. Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the 
cornet,  flute,  harp,  sackbut,  psaltery,  and  all  kinds  of  musick,  all  the 
people,  the nations,  and the languages,  fell  down  and  worshipped the 
golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. Wherefore at that 
time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews. They spake and 
said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever. Thou, O king, hast 
made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of  the cornet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of  musick, shall 
fall down and worship the golden image: And whoso falleth not down and 
worshippeth,   that   he should be cast  into the midst  of  a burning fiery 
furnace. There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the 
province of  Babylon, Shadrack, Me-shack, and A-bed-nego; these men, O 
king,  have not  regarded thee:  they serve not  thy gods,  nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set up. Then Nebuchadnezzar in  his  rage 
and fury commanded to bring Shadrack, Me-shack, and A-bed-nego. Then 
they brought these men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar spake and said 
unto them,  Is it  true, O Shadrack, Me-shack, and A-bed-nego, do not ye 
serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? Now if 
ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 
sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and 
worship the image which I have made;  well : but if ye worship not, ye shall 
be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who  is 
that God that shall deliver you out of my hands? Shadrack, Me-shack, and 
A-bed-nego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we  are  not 
careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be  so , our God whom we serve 
is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver  us 
out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we 
will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set 
up. Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was 
changed against Shadrack, Me-shack, and A-bed-nego:  therefore  he spake, 



and commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more 
than it was wont to be heated. And he commanded the most mighty men 
that  were  in his army to bind Shadrack, Me-shack, and A-bed-nego,  and 
to cast  them  into the burning fiery furnace. Then these men were bound 
in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their  other  garments, and 
were cast into the midst of  the burning fiery furnace. Therefore because 
the king's commandment was urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the 
flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrack, Me-shack, and A-
bed-nego. And these three men, Shadrack, Me-shack, and A-bed-nego, fell 
down  bound  into  the  midst  of  the  burning  fiery  furnace.  Then 
Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste,  and  spake, 
and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the 
midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king. He 
answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of  the 
fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of  the fourth is like the Son of  
God. Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of  the burning fiery 
furnace,  and  spake, and said, Shadrack, Me-shack, and A-bed-nego, ye 
servants  of  the  most  high  God,  come  forth,  and  come   hither  .  Then 
Shadrack, Me-shack, and A-bed-nego, came forth of  the midst of  the fire. 
And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king's counsellors, being 
gathered  together,  saw these  men,  upon  whose  bodies  the  fire  had  no 
power,  nor  was  an  hair  of  their  head  singed,  neither  were  their  coats 
changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them.  Then  Nebuchadnezzar 
spake, and said, Blessed  be  the God of  Shadrack, Me-shack, and A-bed-
nego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in 
him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they 
might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God. Therefore I 
make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speak any 
thing amiss against the God of Shadrack, Me-shack, and A-bed-nego, shall 
be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill: because there 
is no other God that can deliver after this sort. Then the king promoted 
Shadrack, Me-shack, and A-bed-nego, in the province of Babylon.
Daniel went through his tribulation in the lions' den. Esther put her life on 
the line to intercede for her people. In the New Testament,  when there 
were many persecutions, there was much fear.
And sometime in the future, everyone will have to make a decision.
Revelation 13: 11 to 18 - And I beheld another beast coming up out of the 
earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. And he 
exerciseth all  the power of  the first  beast  before him, and causeth the 
earth  and  them which  dwell  therein  to  worship  the  first  beast,  whose 
deadly wound was healed. And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh 
fire  come  down  from  heaven  on  the  earth  in  the  sight  of  men,  And 



deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by  the means of   those miracles 
which he had power to do in the sight of  the beast; saying to them that 
dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had 
the wound by a sword, and did live. And he had power to give life unto the 
image of  the beast, that the image of  the beast should both speak, and 
cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be 
killed. And he causeth all,  both small and great, rich and poor, free and 
bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that 
no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of  the 
beast,  or  the  number  of  his  name.  Here  is  wisdom.  Let  him that  hath 
understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; 
and his number  is  Six hundred threescore  and  six.
Fear  of  death  is  a  major  threat  to  people.  And  most  will  renounce 
everything if it means that they can live a little longer. We, as believers are 
not to despair. 1 Peter 3: 14 to 16 - But and if  ye suffer for righteousness' 
sake, happy  are ye : and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; 
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and  be  ready always to  give  an 
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of  the hope that is in you 
with meekness and fear:  Having a good conscience; that,  whereas they 
speak  evil  of  you,  as  of  evil-doers,  they  may  be  ashamed  that  falsely 
accuse your good conversation in Christ.
David was well acquainted with fear. He spent many days running for his 
life.  In  the  Psalms,  he  had  much to  say  about  it.  One  of  the  favourite 
passages is Psalm 23. A Psalm of David. The LORD  is  my shepherd; I shall 
not  want.  He maketh me to lie  down in  green pastures:  he leadeth me 
beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of  
righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of  
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou  art  with me; thy rod and 
thy  staff  they  comfort  me.  Thou  preparest  a  table  before  me  in  the 
presence  of  mine  enemies:  thou  anointest  my  head  with  oil;  my  cup 
runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
Are there any examples in the Bible of a nation giving in to fear?
Numbers 13: 31 to 14: 4 - But the men that went up with him said, We be 
not able to go up against the people; for they  are  stronger than we. And 
they brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the 
children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to search 
it,  is  a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that 
we saw in it  are  men of a great stature. And there we saw the giants, the 
sons of Anak,  which come  of the giants: and we were in our own sight as 
grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight. And all the congregation lifted 
up  their  voice,  and  cried;  and  the  people  wept  that  night.  And  all  the 



children  of  Israel  murmured  against  Moses  and  against  Aaron:  and  the 
whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land 
of Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness! And wherefore hath 
the LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and 
our  children should  be a  prey? were it  not  better  for  us  to  return  into 
Egypt? And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us 
return into Egypt.
Having fear overcome a nation is not new to the human race. Throughout 
history, when a country was conquered, usually many innocent civilians 
were  brutally  killed  to  suppress  any  uprisings.  The  Assyrians  were 
especially brutal. That's why Jonah didn't want God to spare them.
In the last 100 years, how many national incidents of  fear mongering or 
reigns of  terror are there? In the USSR, the royal family was murdered, 
millions killed by the KGB, and in Stalin's purges, and many objectors and 
believers  sent  one-way  to  the  gulags.  Hitler's  brown  shirts  and  SS 
suppressed Germany with terror,  sending millions, including believers to 
death.  China's  Cultural  Revolution  crushed  many  people.  Even  to-day, 
believers are still sent to prison. 
In most third world countries, being terrorized is an everyday occurrence. 
Believers in muslim countries are being targeted more regularly. Recently, 
one was publicly be-headed on national TV in Afghanistan. But the worst 
example to-day is Zimbabwe, and the de-Christianizing of that region. You 
have all heard of the intimidation that went on during the election. Well it's 
being  going  on  for  30  years.  Mugabee  has  destroyed  Africa's  most 
prosperous nation. There are 3 million people starving, because the leaders 
won't  let  food-aid  in.  And  believers  and  churches  are  being  attacked 
regularly.
Back in Egypt, remember what they did under Joseph? Genesis 47: 13 to 26 
And  there was  no bread in all the land; for the famine  was  very sore, so 
that the land of Egypt and  all  the land of Canaan fainted by reason of the 
famine. And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of 
Egypt,  and in  the land of  Canaan,  for  the corn  which they bought:  and 
Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh's house. And when money failed in 
the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came unto 
Joseph, and said, Give us bread: for why should we die in thy presence? for 
the money faileth. And Joseph said, Give your cattle; and I will give you for 
your cattle, if  money fail. And they brought their cattle unto Joseph: and 
Joseph gave them bread  in exchange  for horses, and for the flocks, and 
for the cattle of the herds, and for the asses: and he fed them with bread 
for all their cattle for that year. When that year was ended, they came unto 
him the second year, and said unto him, We will not hide  it  from my lord, 
how that our money is spent; my lord also hath our herds of cattle; there is 



not  ought  left  in  the  sight  of  my  lord,  but  our  bodies,  and  our  lands: 
Wherefore shall we die before thine eyes, both we and our land? buy us and 
our land for bread, and we and our land will be servants unto Pharaoh: and 
give  us  seed, that we may live, and not die, that the land be not desolate. 
And Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for the Egyptians sold 
every man his field, because the famine prevailed over them: so the land 
became Pharaoh's. And as for the people, he removed them to cities from 
one  end of the borders of Egypt even to the  other  end thereof. Only the 
land of  the priests bought he not; for the priests had a portion  assigned 
them  of  Pharaoh,  and did  eat  their  portion  which  Pharaoh  gave them: 
wherefore they sold not  their  lands.  Then Joseph said unto the people, 
Behold, I have bought you this day and your land for Pharaoh: lo,  here is 
seed for you, and ye shall sow the land. And it shall come to pass in the 
increase, that ye shall give the fifth  part  unto Pharaoh, and four parts 
shall be your own, for seed of the field, and for your food, and for them of 
your households, and for food for your little ones. And they said, Thou hast 
saved our lives: let us find grace in the sight of  my lord, and we will be 
Pharaoh's servants. And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt unto 
this day,  that  Pharaoh should have the fifth  part; except the land of the 
priests only,  which  became not Pharaoh's.
So while  the world freaks out  in  fear  and panic,  how should  Christians 
behave. Luke 21:19 - In your patience possess ye your souls.
Luke 12: 32 - Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom.
Joshua 10: 25 - And Joshua said unto them, Fear not, nor be dismayed, be 
strong and of good courage: for thus shall the LORD do to all your enemies 
against whom ye fight.
David was one who faced fear on almost a daily basis. Yet he did not let it 
drive him away from Our Lord, but those trials and temptations brought him 
closer. There are many good passages, but Psalms 34 offers comfort and 
God's promises of help. A Psalm of David, when he changed his behaviour 
before Abimelech; who drove him away, and he departed. I will bless the 
LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul shall 
make her boast in the LORD: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. O 
magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together. I sought the 
LORD, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. They looked 
unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed. This poor 
man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles. 
The angel of  the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and 
delivereth them. O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man 
that trusteth in him. O fear the LORD, ye his saints: for there is no want to 
them that fear him. The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they 



that  seek  the  LORD shall  not  want  any  good  thing.  Come,  ye  children, 
hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the LORD. What man is he that 
desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may see good? Keep thy tongue 
from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Depart from evil, and do good; 
seek peace, and pursue it. The eyes of  the LORD are upon the righteous, 
and his ears are open unto their cry. The face of the LORD is against them 
that  do  evil,  to  cut  off  the  remembrance  of  them from the  earth.  The 
righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of  all their 
troubles.  The  LORD  is nigh  unto  them that  are  of  a  broken  heart;  and 
saveth  such  as  be  of  a  contrite  spirit.  Many  are the  afflictions  of  the 
righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all. He keepeth all his 
bones: not one of them is broken. Evil shall slay the wicked: and they that 
hate the righteous shall be desolate. The LORD redeemeth the soul of his 
servants: and none of them that trust in him shall be desolate.
Now David was a man of  war, facing fear and death often, starting with 
Goliath, and almost losing to one of  his brothers later on. He gave Psalm 
91, which is known as the Soldier's Psalm. He that dwelleth in the secret 
place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I will 
say of the LORD,  He is  my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I 
trust. Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler,  and  from 
the noisome pestilence. He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under 
his wings shalt thou trust: his truth  shall be thy  shield and buckler. Thou 
shalt not be afraid for the terror by night;  nor  for the arrow  that  flieth by 
day;   Nor   for  the pestilence  that   walketh  in  darkness;   nor   for  the 
destruction  that  wasteth at noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy side, and 
ten thousand at thy right hand;  but  it shall not come nigh thee. Only with 
thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of  the wicked. Because 
thou hast made the LORD,  which is  my refuge,  even  the most High, thy 
habitation; There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come 
nigh thy dwelling. For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep 
thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in  their  hands, lest thou dash 
thy foot against a stone.  Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the 
young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet. Because he hath 
set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, 
because he hath known my name. He shall call upon me, and I will answer 
him: I  will be  with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him. With 
long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.
When  Oliver  Cromwell,  the  great  English  statesman  and  soldier  was 
forming up his New Model Army, the only men he wanted were those who 
had the Fear of God in their bellies.
It's not all bad news. When believers are in a righteous Godly relationship 
with our Lord Jesus, tremendous things will happen, as in the Acts of the 



Apostles. Acts 5: 11 to 16 - And great fear came upon all the church, and 
upon as many as heard these things. And by the hands of the apostles were 
many signs and wonders wrought among the people; (and they were all 
with one accord in Solomon's porch.  And of  the rest  durst no man join 
himself  to them: but the people magnified them. And believers were the 
more added to the Lord, multitudes both of  men and women.) Insomuch 
that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid  them  on beds 
and  couches,  that  at  the  least  the  shadow  of  Peter  passing  by  might 
overshadow some of them. There came also a multitude  out  of the cities 
round  about  unto  Jerusalem,  bringing  sick  folks,  and  them which  were 
vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed every one.
So, no matter what happens, remember
Proverbs 3:25 - Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the 
wicked, when it cometh.
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